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PREFACE. 


Tue subject of which this volume treats, be- 
longs to the great vital doctrines of Christian 
faith; and though a controverted topic, the author 
believes that the discrepance in the views respect- 
ing it, are plainly attributable to attempts at in- 
sulated interpretation of didactic and prophetic 
Scriptures, without reference to the true analogy 
and proportion of faith. The Second Coming of 
Christ is not an isolated doctrine. It belongs to 
a system of revealed truth, and is in entire har- 
mony with that system when properly understood. 
We do not beg the question in this assertion, be- 
cause, when we prove that the millenarian scheme 
disturbs the doctrinal accordance of the Scrip- 
tures, we show to the satisfaction of all believers 


in the Divine authority of the Bible, that the 
1* 
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theory is erroneous. They may not accept our 
proof as conclusive, but the principle which we 
avow will be admitted by all Christians. Our 
objection to the doctrine of the personal reign of 
Christ and to his premillennial advent is, in a 
word, the inconsistency which that theory in- 
volves with the established truths of the Gospel. 
We rest our opposition to it mainly on this 
ground, though, of course, we do not receive 
its peculiar expositions of prophecy as correct 
interpretation, by any means. 

When viewed from this stand-point, probably 
no scheme that has ever received so many re- 
spectable vouchers, presents as many fatal incon- 
gruities; and the more attentively it is scru- 
tinized, the more we are persuaded will this con- 
viction grow upon the mind, unless it should 
unhappily be already hopelessly committed in 
another direction. Even in that case, the task of 
reconciling the discrepancies in question will, we 
think, require a vast amount of very special in- 
genuity. 

We wish to speak with great respect to the 


personal worth of the men of learning and piety 
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from whom we differ in this matter, and if any 
expression respecting the tendencies of the mille- 
narian theory should appear harsh or ungracious, 
we submit that we cannot do otherwise, in our 
position, than regard the doctrine of the premil- 
lennial advent and the so-called personal reign of 
Christ as erroneous, and therefore, eo ipso, perni- 
cious, for we never yet have heard of an innocent 
error in matters of faith. Besides, the history of 
this dogma yokes it, in its general career, to the 
car of fanaticism, and impeaches it as the motive 
power in some of the wildest vagaries that have 
ever reproached the Christian name. We are 
not wanting in reverence for the great names of 
antiquity, from Irenseus down through the cycles 
of patristic ages; we will pay all due respect to 
the dead, and to the living, who are worthy of 
it; but we care not for names of men when we 
search for truth in the living oracles of God: 
then we would know simply what saith the Lord? 
He speaks by his word and spirit, and by his 
providence also; and very frequently his truth is 
specially pointed out and vindicated by the deve- 


lopments which the opposite error presents in its 
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history. We hold, that truth never yet made a 
fanatic of man, woman, or child. Since the 
world began, never has such a thing been known. 
Truth may fire men with noble and generous en- 
thusiasm, and when honestly received and con- 
sistently actualized in the life, it always will in- 
fuse fervor into the spirit, but it never runs into 
fanaticism. Error carried out to its legitimate 
consequences always does. We hold these pro- 
positions to be axioms of Christian philosophy. 
The doctrines of the Gospel are, in this respect, 
consistently conservative. They keep our feet 
from falling. Weighed in this balance, the mil- 
lenarian scheme is found wanting. <A full re- 
port of its eccentric variations from the orbit of 
Christian sobriety would fill volumes. It has 
been the favorite hobby upon which wild delu- 
sion has careered with whip and spur to perdi- 
tion. It has changed sincere fanatics into shame- 
less impostors, and it has furnished artful and 
designing men with the key-note to which they 
have pitched their pipe, that others who were not 
wise might dance to their music. This we affirm, 


and history shall furnish the witnesses. We 
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make this appeal, not because we would asso- 
ciate good men who are millenarians at the pre- 
sent day, with such characters as Munster, of 
Reformation notoriety, or Michael Stoflerus of a 
later day, or men of that ilk, nor yet with Joe 
Smith the Mormon patriarch, nor with Miller of 
1843; neither do we assert, that in every detail 
of the system, the Munsters and Stoflers of yes- 
terday harmonize with the patrons of modern 
millenarianism, but we do maintain, that a com- 
mon principle underlies the whole framework, 
and that a common error, the establishment of a 
terrestrial theocracy upon earth, during the mil- 
lennium, and the personal advent of Christ Jesus 
to inaugurate that dynasty, vitiates the entire 
theory. We do maintain, that wherever that 
doctrine is held, the danger of fanaticism is im- 
minent. Men of sober judgment may be re- 
strained from the practical developments which 
are ready to overrun the vineyard of the Lord, 
and break down its hedges like a troop of wild 
boars from the forest, but let that doctrine be- 
come more generally diffused, and others, with 


less judgment and fewer conservative elements 
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in their constitution, may assume the leadership, 
and if like causes do not produce like results, 
there will then be one new thing under the sun. 

So the author believes; in this persuasion he 
has preached, and this volume is the fruit of his 
faith. If it edifies God’s people and awakens 
the careless to the claims of the Gospel, the Lord 
be praised! If it fails to convince those who 
differ from him, he may not complain, but he 
trusts nothing in these pages can give just cause 
of offence to any who love our Lord’s appearing ; 
for it has been his desire to write and speak in 
full accord with the prayer of the Apostle: 
j « The Lord direct your minds into the love of 
\ God, and into the patient waiting for Christ.” 

2 The volume consists of a course of lectures, 
delivered in the winter months of 1858-59 to the 
congregation to which the author ministers, and 
this fact will account for occasional repetitions, 
and directness of address, which it was deemed 
best to preserve. 
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THE SECOND ADVENT. 


CHAPTER L 
THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST NOT PREMILLENNIAL. 


“This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, 
shall so come in like manner, as ye have seen him go into 


heaven.”—Acts 1:11. 


THESE words were spoken by the angels of God 
to the Apostles of the Lord Jesus, when they 
stood gazing toward heaven, as the Saviour went 
up to the throne of mediatorial majesty and glory. 
‘“¢ While they looked steadfastly toward heaven as 
he went up, behold, two men stood by them in 
white apparel, which also said, Ye men of Galilee, 
why stand ye gazing up into heaven? This same 
Jesus which is taken up from you into heaven, 
shall so come in like manner, as ye have seen 
him go into heaven.” ‘The Apostles were, there- 


fore, witnesses, not only of the resurrection of 
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Christ, but of his ascension also, and besides, 
they were the depositaries of a special promise, 
given by the testimony of angels, that Jesus 
Christ shall so come in like manner as they had 
seen him go into heaven. ‘To these great doc- 
trines of the New Testament, they uniformly and 
consistently gave witness, throughout the whole 
course of their ministry. That these two men in 
white apparel were angels, admits of no doubt. 
The Apostles themselves believed that they — 
were. No persons were present at the ascension 
of Jesus, as appears from the narrative, but the 
Apostles, eleven in number; for the successor to 
Judas had not yet been chosen; and while Jesus 
was in the act of blessing them, as we learn from 
the evangelist Luke, ‘“‘ he was parted from them 
and carried up into heaven.” They gaze stead- 
fastly, until a cloud receives him out of their 
sight, and as they stand bewildered and amazed, 
they are suddenly apprised of the presence of two 
men in white apparel, strangers—not of their 
company — and of whose presence they had no 
knowledge, when Jesus led them out towards 
Bethany, and in that last wall with his chosen, 
gave them his parting counsel, admonition, and 
blessing. These men in white raiment, whom 
they know not, give information which fills their 
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hearts with joy. They declare Jesus shall come 
again in like manner, as they had seen him leave 
the world and go to heaven. 

Instead, therefore, of mourning over their be- 
reavement, the evangelist Luke, in the closing 
words of his Gospel, declares, ‘they worshipped 
Jesus and returned to Jerusalem with great joy.” 
From Olivet, the mount where Jesus had spent 
the night in prayer, which he had often visited 
alone, where he had loved to hold converse with 
heaven, where his disciples had spent many pre- 
clous hours in communion with him —from 
Olivet, which had become the Bethel of the 
Christian Israel, where the angels of God had, 
unseen by mortal vision, ascended and descended, 
Jesus rises toward heaven, as the last words of 
blessing are poured from his lips into the hearts 
of his beloved Apostles. Four great truths con- 
stitute the groundwork of Christian faith. The 
first is this: Jesus, the God-man, Mediator, was 
slain on Calvary for our offences. The second: 
Jesus, the life of his redeemed—the resurrection 
—because with his victory over death, our tri- 
umph over the grave is identified—Jesus was 
raised for our justification—his deliverance from 
the bonds of the grave is God’s great act of justi- 
fication, proclaiming the righteousness of Christ, 


16 THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST 


vindicating his character as the Messiah, the Son 
of God, ratifying his promises, his commands, 
and his covenant with his redeemed, and by the 
resurrection from the dead, presenting him to 
the world as the object of faith. The third is: 
Jesus ascended to heaven, that he might go to 
his God and to our God, to his Father and to our 
Father, that in the Holy of Holies, the heaven of 
eternal glory, he might for us enter as our fore- 
runner, our mighty representative in the court of 
the great King, that there as our high priest, he 
might live to plead as our intercessor, and by the 
aspersion of his blood, applied by the Holy Ghost 
to the guilty soul of every penitent believer, to 
the uttermost save all who come to God through 
him. And the fourth is: Jesus shall come again, 
in like manner as the Apostles beheld him go 
into heaven. We say, then, the death of Jesus 
on the cross, the resurrection of Jesus from the 
tomb, the ascension of Jesus to heaven, and the 
second coming of Jesus, are the epitome of the 
Gospel, and the marrow of Christian doctrine. 

It is with the fourth of these great truths that 
we are specially concerned in these pages. With 
Christian candor, we purpose, in regular order, 
examining the various statements of Christ and his 
Apostles and Prophets, touching this great event ; 
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and in the light of Scripture, and by its testimony, 
defining the nature and the purpose of his second 
appearing. Let it be understood, that so far as 
regards the fact that Christ shall come again, all 
Christians are agreed. Neither is there any di- 
versity of opinion or understanding among Chris- 
tians touching the majesty and glory which per- 
tain to Jesus Christ as the victorious Redeemer 
and King of Zion. He holds all power in heaven 
and on earth, not only as God, but as the God- 
man, as the Mediator, also, he is crowned with 
glory and honor. ‘‘ Wherefore, God also hath 
highly exalted him, and given him a name which 
is above every name, that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, and every tongue confess 
that he is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 
That Jesus Christ is thus worthily exalted and 
that he reigns by virtue of his purchased right to 
the mediatorial throne, all who receive the Scrip- 
tures as the word of God, with one heart and 
mouth are ready to avow and to proclaim. When 
we pass from this point of doctrine to the con- 
sideration of the prophecies which describe the 
millennial kingdom of Christ, we find a very 
marked and wide diversity of interpretation. 
Some insist, that the Scriptures plainly teach that 
the millennial reign of Christ will be inaugurated 
ox 
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by his personal appearing, that in hike manner as 
he was seen going towards heaven, he shall be 
seen coming from heaven to the earth, and that 
he will here set up his throne, and establish upon 
the earth a dynasty of holiness, and reign with 
the saints who shall be raised from the dead, so 
that until the thousand years are past, this earth 
shall again be the habitation of Jesus Christ in 
his glorified humanity. Others affirm, that they 
cannot receive this doctrine as part of the counsel 
of God; while they thankfully acknowledge, that 
the Scriptures evidently teach, that for one thou- 
sand years Satan shall be chained, so that the 
world shall not be seduced by the malice and 
subtlety of the great deceiver, and so the 
mightiest obstacles to the success of the Gospel 
shall be taken out of the way, and in the dispen- 
sation of the fulness of the Spirit, the knowledge 
of the Lord shall cover the earth as the waters 
cover the sea, and Jesus shall reign from sea to 
sea, and from the river to the ends of the earth, 
they believe, the Holy Ghost teaches that his reign 
shall be spiritual and not personal. Kings shall 
be nursing fathers, and queens nursing mothers 
to the Church of the living God, and the moun- 
tain of the Lord’s house shall be established on 
the top of the mountains, so that Gospel truth and 
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Gospel righteousness shall be the law of nations ; 
and the world shall.be girt around with the light 
of peace and salvation. Jesus shall reign, but he 
will reign by the dispensation of the Holy Spirit. 
The heavens will still retain him. He will come 
again, and come in the glory of his personal ma- 
jesty, and all the holy angels with him; but not 
until the period of the last judgment, not until after 
the close of the thousand years, when Satan shall 
be unchained and go forth again to deceive the 
nations, and gather all the hosts of hell to the 
final conflict against the Lord and his Anointed. 
When the armies of the destroyer shall compass 
the camp of the saints, Jesus shall appear to save 
his people, and to destroy the son of perdition with 
the breath of his mouth, and with the brightness 
of his coming. This is briefly the statement of 
the two conflicting theories. The one places the 
second coming of Christ before the millennium ; 
the other insists that the appearing of Jesus Christ 
will be subsequent to the close of the thousand 
years. 

Now, it is a remarkable fact, that the very last 
question which the Apostles addressed to the Sa- 
viour, only a few moments before his ascension, 
is intimately connected with this subject. We 
are told, moreover, the inquiry was made when 
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they were all come together, so that the answer 
was given in the presence of them all. A glance 
at the circumstances indicates the train of 
thought which was passing though their minds. 
They had seen Jesus slain on the cross; they now 
beheld him risen from the dead; and, naturally, 
they would ask, what is the Master’s purpose 
or design in remaining among us? We know 
his work is not yet done, for his kingdom is not 
yet established. Will he establish it now? 
When they therefore were come together, they 
asked of him, saying, “Lord, wilt thou, at this 
time, restore the kingdom to Israel?’’ I under- 
stand that question as indicating that the Apos- 
tles had not yet arrived at a proper appreciation 
of the nature of the Messiah’s kingdom; and, 
that even then, up to the last moment of his so- 
journ, notwithstanding all the rebukes which 
Christ had given, they were clinging to the idea 
of a temporal Messianic dynasty, in which Israel 
should be made the Ruler of the nations. The 
Holy Ghost had not yet been poured out. The 
Comforter, whose advent was to be preceded by 
the Saviour’s departure, and who was to lead 
them into all truth, had not yet come. Jesus an- 
swers the question in these words: “It is not for 
you to know the times or the seasons which the 
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Father hath put in his own power.” This ques- 
tion, with its answer, is highly suggestive. It 
shows that, notwithstanding all that Christ had 
taught them, and all that he had enforced in the 
strongest terms, and with emphatic reiteration, 
their minds still labored under the same linger- 
ing errors and prejudices; darkness and hight, 
truth and error, were so intimately blended, that 
nothing less than Almighty power could separate 
the precious from the vile. Jesus had declared, 
“My kingdom is not of this world ;” still they 
could not divest themselves of the long-cherished 
expectation of a temporal and terrestrial empire, 
in which Israel was to rule the world; and it was 
only by the power of the Holy Spirit’s effusion on 
the day of Pentecost, that they were enabled to 
appreciate the glorious truth, that the reign of 
Christ upon earth is the supremacy of the Gospel, 
in the fulness of the dispensation of the Spirit, 
thus verifying the prophetic voice of the old 
covenant, ‘Not by might, not by power, but by 
my Spirit, saith the Lord.”” And yet, in all can- 
dor, it must be admitted, that the Saviour’s an- 
swer cannot legitimately be construed as a denial 
of Israel’s restoration ; on the contrary, it israther 
an admission that the event itself will take place, 
but that the time, and season, and manner, belong 
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exclusively to the Father. ‘Wilt thou, at this 
time, restore the kingdom to Israel?” “It is not 
for you to know the times and seasons which the 
Father hath put in his own power.” As though 
he had said: “Israel shall be restored, I admit, 
but remember what I have so often told you re- 
specting the nature of my kingdom upon earth. 
The restoration of Israel shall accord with it; 
but, as to the time, that is not your concern.” 
This is not the proper stage of the discussion for 
the elucidation of this topic. It will come in due 
order, and we notice it here, merely as it stands 
in the context of our subject. 

It will be understood therefore, at the outset of 
this inquiry, that we stand committed to the long- 
established theory which regards the kingdom of 
Christ upon this earth, as, from first to last, a 
spiritual, and not a material dynasty. We cannot 
receive the doctrine which practically represents 
Jesus Christ as the King of Zion, beginning his 
relon in the Spirit and ending it in the flesh. 
We hold, that the millenarian system of inter- 
pretation is but a continuation, in another form, 
of the old error of the Jews, who looked for a 
temporal Messiah. We may be told, that the 
doctrine of Christ’s personal reign has many 
highly respectable vouchers, and the effort has 
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been made of late, to parade certain authorities 
among the living and the dead, in support of this 
interpretation. This, however, seems to me very 
much like a confession of conscious weakness ; 
and if it be not, in such a comparison of authori- 
ties, the advocates of the personal reign would 
certainly fail to muster any imposing array. All 
such appeals should therefore be omitted, on the 
score of prudence. At all events, it is not the 
proper issue, for it proves very little, either one 
way or the other. 

We cheerfully acknowledge, that men of excel- 
lent spirit and exalted piety are found among the 
advocates of this doctrine of the personal reign ; 
and yet we are free to confess, we regard it as a 
grievous and most dangerous error; mischievous 
in its inception, in its affiliations, and in its con- 
sequences. From the very first period of the 
Church’s history, this dogma has been associated 
with the most deplorable fanaticism. It has 
- risen and sunk alternately; at times, threatening 
to overrun the Church, inundating whole com- 
munities with its freshets, and leaving sediments 
which have generated a poisonous malaria, to 
whose influence the sickly spiritual condition of 
generations of the household of faith may be 
traced. Indeed we need not search the records 
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of Dogmatic History in order to establish this 
fact. The present generation will furnish abun- 
dant verifications. Some sixteen years ago, one 
of these periodical visitations afflicted our own 
country. We had expounders of prophecy, who 
were adepts in arithmetic also, and who figured 
out the very date of the second coming of Christ. 
Some of us remember, it was fixed, most autho- 
ritatively, as an event in the calendar of the year 
1843. The delusion, we do not say the imposture, 
for that would imply a conscious fraud, but the 
delusion infected thousands in this community. 
If we are not mistaken, it troubled the Baptists 
more than any other Christian denomination, 
probably owing to the fact that, in this instance, 
the prominent advocate of the error, known as 
Father Miller, was one of their persuasion. 

We may be asked, ‘‘ What has this to do with the 
subject? The Millenarians are not Millerites!’’ 
We have not said they were; but one thing is very 
certain, the Millerites were all Millenarians; and 
just as the oak is in the acorn, or as the deadly 
upas is in the seed, so may the Miller delusion be 
traced in this case, as in a thousand similar deve- 
lopments, to the erroneous doctrine of Christ’s 
personal reign. Those of us who lived through 
that raid of fanaticism, will not soon forget 
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the evils that followed in its train. I can name 
some of them: the distraction of churches; 
- alienation in families; neglect of the necessary 
pursuits of honest industry, and consequent tem- 
poral ruin, poverty, and commercial disgrace. 
These were the least of the evil fruits. Harsh 
and uncharitable denunciations of all who were 
not believers in the creed of the Adventists; 
invincible prejudice, wild fanaticism; men, and 
women, and children, getting their ascension 
robes made to order; insanity in many instances, 
and in not a few cases, suicide, were among 
the terrible fruits of this infatuation ; and when 
the excitement was spent, and the expecta- 
tion had come to nought, many who had been 
wrought into a frenzy of millenarian zeal, fell 
into the very slough and filth of infidelity, and 
there some of them flounder to the present day. 
It will not do, therefore, to speak about the inno- 
cence of this error, or indeed of any other. By 
their fruits, ye shall know them. The path of 
truth is always the way of spiritual health. The 
Gospel never yet’ made a fanatic. The enthu- 
siasm which has God for its author, is zeal, ac- 
cording to knowledge. It is lit up by no strange 
fire. It glows only under the breath of the 
Spirit. It burns not, except as the coals on God’s 
3 | 
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altar kindle it. Not all the glitter and blaze 
which error has produced in the name of reli- 
gion, has ever yet poured light upon a soul that 
walked in darkness, or guided by its glare a 
single sinner to heaven. “ Behold,’ saith the 
Lord, “all ye that kindle a fire, that compass 
yourselves about with sparks, walk in the light 
of your fire, and in the sparks that ye have kin- 
dled. This shall ye have of mine hand, ye shall 
lhe down in sorrow.” Let us not be told, that, 
whether true or false, the influence of the doc- 
trine of the so-called Adventists cannot be evil, 
because the staple of their creed is the acknow- 
ledged truth that Jesus Christ shall come again. 
That truth, which we all acknowledge, and which 
we hold as most precious, in order to exert its 
due influence, must be maintained in its proper 
connection and harmony. It cannot be isolated 
and perverted without serious prejudice to the 
interests of faith and a sound Gospel. 

In concluding these preliminary statements, 
which we offer by way of introduction to a more 
extended discussion of the Scriptures relating 
to the second coming of Christ, a few general 
remarks touching the nature of Christ’s king- 
dom will be in order. The first is this: Our 
Lord himself always represented the dispensation 
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which he came to establish as spiritual. When 
he was about to leave the world, he said to his 
sorrowing disciples: “It is expedient for you 
that I go away, for if I go not away, the Comfor- 
ter will not come unto you; but, if I depart, 
I will send him unto you.” Here he declares, 
that it was not expedient for him to continue his 
bodily presence, because, if he remained in the 
body among them, the Spirit would not come. 
Accordingly, it was not till after his ascension, 
that the Holy Ghost descended in the fulness of 
his power. Each of the persons of the Sacred 
Trinity is interested in the work of redemption. 
The Father in laying the plan, the Son in mak- 
ing the atonement, and the Holy Spirit in apply- 
ing it to every believer. Jesus has ascended to 
heaven; his place is at the right hand of the 
majesty on high, “from henceforth expecting,” 
or waiting, “till his enemies be made his foot- 
stool ;’ z. e., he will not leave that throne till his 
foes are subdued, and they are to be subdued by 
the Gospel, through the demonstration of the 
Holy Spirit, who can make and does make the 
enemies of the cross willing in the day of his 
power to submit to Jesus Christ as their Sove- 
reign. So soon as the Son of man comes, there 
is an end of the Spirit’s work. He will no longer 
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convince of sin, of righteousness, and of a judg- 
ment tocome. The day of redemption to which 
God’s people are sealed will have come. Hence- 
forth, he that is holy will be holy still, he that is 
filthy will be filthy still. Sinners will flee in dis- 
may from the presence of their Judge. They will 
seck a shelter from the wrath of the Lamb, but 
they will seek in vain, for the work of the Holy 
Spirit is done, and the day of vengeance is in the 
Redeemer’s heart ! 

This is the consistent declaration of the Scrip- 
ture. But the millenarian scheme is utterly at 
variance with this view. The Son of man is to 
come, and by his coming he is to inaugurate the 
millennial era, and to reign in ‘his glorified hu- 
manity upon the earth, whilst the Holy Spirit is 
to carry on the work of redemption. Therefore, 
he will not wait on the throne of his glory until 
his enemies are made his footstool, but he will 
come on purpose to subdue them, and so bring 
the dispensation of the Spirit to a violent end. 
We are persuaded this can never be. The object 
of the coming of Christ is not to declare before 
the universe of God, that the mission of the 
Spirit is a failure, but to proclaim that his mis- 
sion is fulfilled ; to gather together in one, those 
who are sealed by the Holy Ghost, unto the day 
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of redemption, and to banish the wicked into 
hell. 

Another point is this: The Scriptures uniform- 
ly teach that the kingdom of Christ upon earth is 
to be established by instrumentalities, apparently 
the most feeble. By the foolishness of preaching, 
the wisdom of the world shall be confounded. 
The preaching of Christ crucified, to the Jew a 
stumbling-block and to the Greek foolishness, 
is to them that believe the power and wisdom of 
God. This Gospel of the kingdom is to be 
preached in all nations for a witness: then shall 
the end come. God has chosen the foolish things 
of the world to confound the wise; and God hath 
chosen the weak things of the world to confound 
the things which are mighty, and base things of 
the world, and things which are despised, hath 
God. chosen, yea, and things which are not, to 
bring to nought things that are, that no flesh 
might glory in his presence. Therefore, says the 
Apostle, ‘‘ We have this treasure in earthen ves- 
sels, that the excellency of the power may appear 
to be of God, and not of man.’ The Gospel is 
preached not by legions of angels, burning with 
seraphic fire, but by frail and sinful men; and yet, 
by their instrumentality, God will accomplish 
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the purposes of his grace, not by might, not by 
power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord. Now, 
how can it be said, that all this glory of the grace 
of God is wrought through feeble instrumentali- 
ties, if in order to make salvation shine forth to 
the ends of the earth, Christ Jesus must come 
down from heaven, and set up his throne upon 
God’s footstool? No!no! “His word shall not 
return unto him void. It shall accomplish that 
which he pleases. It shall prosper in the thing 
whereto he sends it.” 

In the third place, if the millenarian view be 
correct, all efforts for the conversion of the world 
are hopeless. If the glorious Saviour is to be 
revealed from heaven, before the day of judg- 
ment, and to establish a theocracy upon earth, if 
he is personally to set in order a train of means, 
by which the work of salvation is to be more 
effectually accomplished, then what becomes of 
the promises which cheer the hearts of God’s 
servants in the midst of discouragements? How 
shall we reconcile with this idea, the great Apos- 
tolic commission, ‘ Go ye into all the world and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Soy, and of the Holy 
Ghost, and, lo! I am with you alway, even to 
the end of the world?” Ifthe Lord Jesus Christ 
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is very soon to come in person, and set up his 
kingdom, and overthrow every opposing power, 
then certainly all the efforts we can make, how- 
ever evangelical and earnest, cannot be of much 
account, because they are not intended to produce 
material results. If this be so, why speed the 
missionary to distant lands, with the word of sal- 
vation? Why multiply translations and copies 
of the Bible, and give the poor savage the bread 
of heaven? Why labor by day and by night, 
- through weary years, to acquire a knowledge of 
the barbarous languages of the benighted hea- 
then? If Jesus is coming to do the work of 
evangelization, if this is the plan which the 
Scripture reveals, then we labor and plough with- 
out hope of a harvest, and with no_ prospect 
of accomplishing any decisive results for the esta- 
blishment of the kingdom of grace. But, we 
have not so learned the Gospel. It is through 
the Church of the living God, through her living 
ministry, and her appointed ordinances, that the 
nations of the earth are to be blessed by the 
effectual working of the Holy Ghost. 

I know we may be told to look at the present 
aspect of the world, after 1800 years of evangelism, 
and the question may be asked, What has been 
gained? Much, much, every way. Let us not, 
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in gazing upon the darkness of sin, and error, and 
superstition, ignore the triumphs of the King of 
Zion. Millions upon millions have been won for 
Jesus, and are safe at home with him; and mil- 
lions more are on the way. Forget never the 
power of that atoning blood in its redemption of 
those who have not sinned after the similitude of 
Adam’s transgression, who, without their know- 
ledge, by nature children of wrath, are, without 
their knowledge also, partakers of the righteous- 
ness of Christ. Remember, St. John beheld small 
and great standing before that great white throne, 
and rejoice that out of the mouth of babes and 
sucklings God perfects praise ; aye, perfects it, by 
changing the stammering accents into the swell- 
ing tones of the choral song around the throne! 
What hath God wrought? Oh, men talk some- 
times as though Satan were dragging into his 
dark realm the vast majority of every genera- 
tion that passes to the tomb. No; the Good 
Shepherd gathers more than half of them in his 
arms, before they leave their cradle. I grant you 
the spectacle of millions of heathen living with- 
out God, and dying without hope is terrible; but 
let Christians look at it, and feel their responsi- 
bility. Those heathen are not to be converted 
by the coming of Christ; but if converted at all, 
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they must be saved before they die. Look at 
that dark tide, surging onward to the abyss of 
death, and by the love of Christ, rouse up and 
pray and work for their salvation. And here isa 
remarkable fact: ere the millennium comes, the 
Church of God is represented by the Prophet 
Isaiah, as crying out, “For brass I will bring 
gold, and for iron I will bring silver, and for 
iron brass, and for stones, iron;’’ indicating the 
increased liberality of the churches in making 
offerings to the Lord’s treasury. As that period 
draws nearer, deeper personal responsibility will 
be felt by every Christian ; enlarged faith will be- 
get enlarged desire for the salvation of the perish- 
ing, and with holy faith and zeal, God’s people 
will go forward filled with the Holy Ghost, in the 
dispensation of the fulness of the Spirit. Look 
what God has wrought within the last year. It is 
not always safe to number converts. There is 
sometimes a lurking snare in it, but still, let us 
bless the Lord that at least 500,000 souls have 
been gathered into the churches, as the fruit of 
the present revival. What is this? youask. Oh! it 
is the first sheaf of the harvest, which is waved 
before the altar as the promise and the pledge 
that the harvest of the earth is ripening. Let us 
magnify the work of the Holy Spirit. Let us 
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pray for it and rejoice in it, for it is God’s dispen- 
sation, and it shall prevail. 

There is another thought which properly belongs 
in this connection: Jesus Christ asks his disci- 
ples, ‘When the Son of man cometh, shall he 
find faith upon the earth?’ Now, admitting that 
this question pertains to his second coming, 
though the phrase, the “coming of the Son of 
Man,” is used to denote various events besides 
his proper second coming ; but, admitting the ap- 
plication in this instance, it most powerfully indi- 
cates that it is not a premillennial advent. Is 
there not faith on the earth now? Will there 
not be increasing faith till the millennium bursts 
upon the world in the rays of the Sun of right- 
eousness? Assuredly. Religion, the religion of 
Jesus, is gaining ground every day ; and so surely 
as the dawn is the harbinger of the day and not 
of the night, so surely it shall grow and kindle 
till the whole earth is filled with the glory of the 
Lord; but after the millennium, when Satan is 
again loosed, and hell shall come in all its wrath 
to make war against the Lord, the prophecy 
points to an overwhelming flood of wickedness, 
when the triumph of the ungodly would seem - 
to be already secured. Then Jesus will come the 
second time. He will come to judge the world, 
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even as he came in the days of Noah and of Lot. 
That the scenes of the last judgment are spoken 
of in connection with the coming of the Son of 
man, will not be disputed by any. If, then, he 
comes before the millennium, and comes again 
after it, we have three personal advents, whereas 
the Scriptures never speak of more than two. 
Finally, I object to this millenarian theory, 
because it involves a second humiliation of the 
exalted Redeemer. I know this earth is the field 
on which his victories were gained. I can: be- 
lieve that this little spot in the universe is in- 
vested with mighty interest. For the suffering 
of death on Calvary, Jesus is crowned with glory 
and honor. Adoring angels wait and worship 
around that throne. Ten thousand times ten 
thousand minister to him, and the voice of a 
multitude, whom no man can number, proclaims 
the honor of his name. Behold him there, a 
Prince and a Saviour! The heavens are filled 
with his glory! Will he lay aside that glory? 
The Scriptures answer, Never! ‘Thy throne, 
O God, is forever and ever.’ Will he come down 
again to dwell upon a sin-cursed world, and with 
his martyred saints again cast in his lot amid 
scenes of sin and suffering and death?. For 
these things are not abolished in the millennial 
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reign. What! shall he leave the General Assem- 
bly and Church of the first-born in heaven, the 
innumerable company of angels, and the spirits 
of just men made perfect, in order to set up a 
terrestrial empire for a thousand years? Shall 
he suffer a second humiliation? We expect the 
Lord Jesus; we wait for his appearing, not be- 
cause we believe he is coming to dwell on this 
earth, with his saints, but because he has told us, 
‘7 will come again and receive you to myself; 
that where I am, ye may be also.’’ And where 
is He? In his Father’s house, where are many 
mansions, where we hope to be. The Lord is 
coming—coming from heaven in like manner as 
he went up; but he 1s coming to take us to hea- 
ven, not to dwell with us in a sinful world! 
Shall Jesus leave the Holy of Holies, the true 
heaven of eternal joy, which, as our high-priest, 
he has entered, wearing our names upon his breast, 
where he dwells as the living pledge that his 
people shall, in the fulness of time, enter into the 
joy of their Lord? Shall he cease to be our 
representative there, and hush the voice of his. 
intercession before the throne, in order to dwell 
for a thousand years in a polluted world? It is 
impossible, for the Scripture cannot be broken. 
He comes the second time without sin unto salva- 
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tion, without sin-offering, without suffering, with- 
out humiliation, he comes to call his redeemed to 
the place he has prepared, that they may see him 
as he is, and be like him, and so be ever with the 
Lord ! / 


CHAPTER, Li. 
CHRIST’S KINGDOM NOT A TEMPORAL DYNASTY. 


“‘ Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto him, that ye 
be not soon shaken in mind or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor 
by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is 
at hand. Let no man deceive you by any means.”—2 Tuxzss. 
2: 1-3. 


Tuts text suggests its own commentary. The 
reader will at once understand, that among the 
Thessalonian Christians, some persons had been 
disturbed respecting the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and had begun to regard it as an 
event close at hand; an event which might, in 
fact, occur at any day, even in the apostolic period. 
Paul corrects this misapprehension very decidedly, 
very earnestly, but with great kindness and con- 
summate wisdom. He forestalls a formidable 
objection at the very outset. He is evidently 
on his guard against the implication of hostility 
to the doctrine of Christ’s coming, which some 
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zealous partisans might, perhaps, have been dis- 
posed to allege against him. He, therefore, 
beseeches them, by the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and by our gathering together unto him, 
not to be soon shaken in mind or be troubled, as 
though the day of Christ were at hand. He avows 
his faith in the doctrine of the Lord’s second 
coming, whilst he dissipates the errors with which 
it had been invested. He not only avows his 
faith, but the language of that avowal implies 
that the truth itself was very dear to him; and so 
by their mutual love for their Lord’s appearing, 
he charges his brethren to divest their minds of 
all error respecting it. This is a fine example of 
the meekness of wisdom. And yet he is withal 
very earnest and positive in the style in which he 
repudiates the erroneous impressions, expecta- 
tions, or theories of his brethren. He would not 
have them associate him with that error in any 
manner or form; “‘neither by spirit, nor by word, 
nor by letter as from us.” As though he had 
said, I beseech you, do not quote me as ever im- 
plying anything of the kind, as ever saying any- 
thing of the kind, or as ever writing anything of 
that sort; as though by spirit, word, or letter, I 
had ever given any warrant to the advocates of 
this doctrine to quote me as sanctioning it. “ Let 
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no man deceive you by any means.” If they tell 
you that this is the spirit, or purport of my teach- 
ing, or if they say that I sometimes preach it, 
or if they say that you will find their doctrine 
in some of my letters, do not believe them. I 
tell you it is not so, and “let no man deceive 
you by any means.” This, if I understand it, is 
in plain terms, the drift of the Apostle’s lan- 
guage in this passage. I regard it as a very kind, 
but a very earnest protest against the millenarian 
views which were held in the apostolic period. 
Even then, men were preaching the doctrine of 
Christ’s second coming with qualifications and 
additions which Paul felt constrained to repre- 
hend as no part of the counsel of God. What 
these precise qualifications were, we cannot tell 
in detail from this passage alone; for the Apostle 
specifies only one point that has any reference 
to the time of Christ’s second coming. Their 
expectations were premature. He declares that 
certain events which were then not accomplished 
must first be fulfilled. These events we will con- 
sider in due order, but it may aid us in forming 
an intelligent opinion of the millenarian doc- 
trine of that age, if we bear in mind what Jesus 
Christ so often impressed upon his disciples, when 
he spoke to them of the nature of his kingdom. 
The evangelists tell us, that on several occasions, 
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there were disputes among them as to ‘who 
should be the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.”’ 
Luke mentions two occasions of this kind. One 
is recorded in the 9th and another in the 22d 
chapter of his Gospel, in these words: “Then 
there arose a reasoning among them which of 
them should be greatest. And Jesus perceiving 
the thought of their heart, took a child and set 
him by him, and said unto them, Whosoever shall 
receive this child in my name, receiveth me; and 
whosoever shall receive me, receiveth him that 
sent me; for he that is least among you all, the 
same shall be greatest.”” Take the circumstances 
into view, and a little knowledge of human nature 
and of the recorded character of the disciples will 
suggest the probable train of thought that was 
passing through their minds. ; 

A child, possessed with an unclean spirit, had 
been healed by the Saviour, and delivered to his 
father. The disciples had endeavored to cast the 
demon out, but they could not. It was a terrible 
ease, and the man’s appeal to Christ showed that 
he felt it in all its desperation. ‘‘ Master, I be- 
seech thee to look upon my son, for he is mine 
only child; and lo, a spirit taketh him, and he 
suddenly crieth out: and it teareth him that he 
foameth again; and bruising him, hardly depart- 
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eth from him. And I besought thy disciples to 
cast him out, and they could not. And Jesus 
answering, said: O faithless and perverse gene- 
ration! how long shall I be with you, and suffer 
you? Bring thy son hither. And as he was yet 
a coming, the devil threw him down, and tore 
him. And Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, and 
healed the child, and delivered him again to his 
father. And they were all amazed at the mighty 
power of God.” From this we gather these facts : 
The disciples had attempted to cast out this de- 
mon, and had failed. Christ had given them 
power over unclean spirits, and yet they were 
baffled. Why? The reason is implied by the 
Saviour, when he says to his disciples, for to 
them the rebuke was addressed, ‘‘ O faithless and 
perverse generation! how long shall I be with 
you, and suffer you?” The man who came to 
Christ and implored his help had fazth, for he 
says: ‘‘ Master, look upon my son,” implying, 
that a look from Christ was enough; but the dis- 
ciples were rebuked as faithless and perverse. 
They had evidently attempted to cast out this 
demon, under the influence of carnal pride. One 
had tried it, another, and another, and all had 
failed. They were depending upon self, and had 
lost their power, when they forgot that their 


NOT A TEMPORAL DYNASTY. 438 


strength was alone in Christ. Christ speaks and 
the devil is driven out, and the people are all 
amazed at the power of God; and now the disci- 
ples begin to dispute about who shall be greatest 
in the kingdom of heaven. Perverse generation ! 
Hear them: “ When the Master sets up his king- 
dom, what power we shall have!” And Peter, 
peradventure, says: ‘‘ But I shall have more than 
you!” “No,” says John, ‘you will not; I shall 
have as much as you.” Another says: ‘* What 
right have you to claim more authority than my- 
self or any other of the Master’s disciples?’ And 
so the dispute waxes warm, and Jesus knows it 
all. In the look of complacent amazement, before 
the dispute begins, he reads what is passing in 
their heart; and while they are wondering where- 
unto all this power shall grow, and how great 
shall be their exaltation, Jesus says to his disci- 
ples, ‘Let these sayings sink down into your 
ears; for the Son of man shall be delivered into 
the hands of men. But they understood not that 
saying, and it was hid from them.” Then there 
arose a reasoning which should be greatest, and 
Jesus rebukes them by the introduction of a 
little child. Now understand this Scripture, 
and say, what does it teach respecting the 
nature of Christ’s kingdom, and respecting the 


44 CHRIST’S KINGDOM 


reign of Christ’s disciples and saints upon this 
earth? Let us turn now to the 22d chapter of 
Luke’s Gospel. Jesus has just instituted the 
ordinance of the last supper, which, through all 
time, was to be the memorial feast of his atoning 
love, and the great bond of fellowship among all 
God’s people. He has told his disciples with a 
heavy heart, ‘“ Behold, the hand of him that be- 
trayeth me is with me on the table;” and they 
begin to ask which of them it was that should do 
this thing; and then, in the very next breath, 
‘“‘there was also a strife among them, which of 
them should be accounted the greatest.’’ Now, I 
ask, is not this a strange thing? At such a time, 
with that voice, so solemn and tender and earnest 
in its tones, with such words of love and compas- 
sion still vibrating on their ears, and with that 
scene of the broken bread and the cup of the 
New Testament still lingering on their vision, and 
then the startling declaration, that the hand of a 
traitor was on the table: thus agitated with con- 
flicting emotions, ever uttermost is the thought, 
even to the last, ‘which of them should be ac- 
counted the greatest?” Oh! matchless Saviour, 
how passing all conception was thy meekness ! 
How wondrous thy long-suffering patience! Once 
he rebuked them as faithless and perverse; but 
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now, not a word of such reproof falls from his 
lips. And Jesus said unto them, “The kings of 
the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and 
they that exercise authority upon them are called 
benefactors. But ye shall not be so; but he that 
is greatest among you, let him be as the younger; 
and he that is chief, as he that doth serve. For 
whether is greater, he that sitteth at meat, or he 
that serveth? is not he that sitteth at meat? but 
I am among you as he that serveth.” | 

Language cannot express a stronger contrast 
between the reign of the kings of the Gentiles, 
and the reign of Christ and his saints. The 
kings of the Gentiles are called benefactors, 
because they exercise lordship; with the syco- 
phancy of slaves, their subjects offered flattery to 
their oppressors; but neither such kings, nor 
such subjects, shall Christ’s disciples be. ‘* Ye 
shall not be so.” Your greatness shall consist 
in your humility. You shall illustrate in your 
lives, the dignity of serving. The acts of kind- 
ness and love which you show to others shall be 
your glory, and your sovereignty shall be shown 
by your zeal, as you have opportunity to do good 
unto all men. ‘ Whether is greater, he that sit- 
_ teth at meat, or he that serveth? Is not he that 
sitteth at meat? But I am among you as he 
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that serveth.’”’ With such emphasis does Jesus 
enforce the declaration which he made before 
Pilate, “My kingdom is not of this world.” ‘If 
it were,” said he, ‘‘then would my servants fight.” 
These passages fix the import of all expressions 
which have reference to the reign of Christ and 
of his saints upon the earth. That reign is the 
supremacy of love. It is not the maintenance 
of such authority as the Gentiles exercise. It is 
the reign of the Spirit of holiness. This was 
most manifestly the purport of the Saviour’s lan- 
guage. We may, perhaps, be directed to the 
words which immediately follow this passage, as 
indicating another dynasty in the future, and 
they do in fact constitute one of the proof texts 
upon which millenarians rely. They are these; 
“Ye are they which have continued with me in 
my temptations, and I appoint unto you a king- 
dom, as my Father hath appointed unto me, that 
ye may eat and drink at my table in my king- 
dom, and sit on thrones, judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel.’”’ Our Saviour commends their 
faithful adherence to himself amid all his trials. 
Others had forsaken him, but thus far they had 
been steadfast. This was an honor; and now, 
that they may learn to despise the empty pomp 
of this vain world, with all its idle show, he tells 
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them that he has in reserve for them another 
kingdom, and there they shall be exalted. What 
kind ofa kingdom? A temporal one? A king- 
dom of this world? Surely not; for such a sug- 
gestion stultifies all that he has been so anxious 
to teach. No. “I appoint unto you a kingdom, 
as my Father hath appointed unto me.” And 
what is the kingdom which the Father hath 
appointed? First, a kingdom in this world, but 
not of this world; a kingdom, in which they 
alone are great, who are clothed with humility. 
Christ Jesus poured contempt on all the great- 
ness of the world, upon its riches, its pleasures, 
its honors, and its renown. His whole life was 
one steadfast protest against it. In this Gospel 
kingdom upon earth, temporal authority is not 
the object of desire; it is not even to be accepted 
by the Church of God. Its province is the realm 
of conscience and of the spirit; and whilst it does 
not lord over the civil magistrate, neither does it 
allow the civil power to control its worship or its 
faith. This is a principle for all time; a principle 
which holds good now, and will be inviolate in 
the millennium. It is.the very essence of Christ’s 
reign upon earth; his throne is in the hearts of his 
people. But, there is another kingdom; the 
kingdom, not of grace, but of glory. There his 
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saints shall have power, kingly power. They 
shall rule the nations. They shall have a king- 
dom, such as the Father has appointed to Jesus. 
He will share his glory with them. Christ has 
but one kingdom, but there are two spheres in 
which it is developed,—earth and heaven; and in 
both, his people reign with him, in accordance 
with the appointment, and the plan of the Father. 
Neither in heaven, nor on earth, shall that king- 
dom’s character or nature be changed, for the 
Scripture cannot be broken. ‘‘ Wherefore, we 
receiving a kingdom that cannot be moved, let 
us have grace, whereby we may serve God accept- 
ably, with reverence and godly fear.” We re- 
turn to the passage in which St. Paul warns the 
Thessalonians against erroneous ideas respecting 
the time of Christ’s coming; and combining this 
view of the misapprehension so frequently be- 
trayed by the disciples, in relation to the nature 
of Christ’s kingdom upon earth, with the prema- 
ture expectations which prevailed in the anos- 
tolic period, we have a fac simile of the mille- 
narian system of the present day. The disciples 
looked for a temporal dynasty, of which Jesus 
was to be the king; in other words, they ex- 
pected a personal reign, and Christ rebuked 
them for this error again and again. The Thes- 
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salonian Christians were troubled by persons, 
who taught that the coming of Christ was close 
at hand, and who quoted Paul’s authority for the 
doctrine, but the Apostle will not allow such 
misquotation. He protests against it. ‘“ We 
beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together 
unto him, that ye be not soon shaken in mind, 
or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, 
nor by letter, as from us, as that the day of Christ 
is at hand. Let no man deceive you by any 
means.” 

This portion of our argument we hold in re- 
serve for future application, but it will be in order 
if we merely glance at the special use for which 
we design it. It will be admitted as a sound rule 
in the interpretation of the Scriptures, always to 
prefer a doctrine which is plainly set forth to one 
which is of doubtful meaning; and whenever a 
theory depends upon prophetic and symbolic 
language or expressions for its proof texts, to 
give the more earnest heed to those simple and 
established principles of divine truth, about which 
there can be no dispute, and which furnish the 
key to the interpretation of the symbols of pro- 
phecy. Let us illustrate this principle by an ex- 
ample in point, though we shall have occasion to 
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revert to this particular subject in its proper order. 
In the twentieth chapter of the Revelation of St. 
John, we read the prophetic portraiture of the 
millennium. “And I saw an angel come down 
from heaven, having the key of the bottomless 
pit and a great chain in his hand. And he laid 
hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the 
Devil and Satan, and bound him a thousand 
years. And cast him into the bottomless pit, 
and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that 
he should deceive the nations no more till the 
thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that 
he must be loosed a little season. And I saw 
thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment 
was given unto them; and I saw the souls of 
them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, 
and for the word of God, and which had not 
worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither 
had received his mark upon their foreheads, or 
in their hands; and they lived and reigned with 
Christ a thousand years. But the rest of the 
dead lived not again until the thousand years 
were finished. This is the first resurrection. 
Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first 
resurrection; on such, the second death hath no 
power, but they shall be’ priests of God and of 
Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand 


NOT A TEMPORAL DYNASTY. 51 


years.” If this passage were isolated, without 
a solitary collateral text of Scripture to explain 
it, we would embrace the millenarian doctrine 
with both hands; but with the concurrent tes- 
timony of Christ and his Apostles, and in view 
of the previous history of this dogma, pre- 
sented in the four Gospels and in the Apostolic 
writings, we are constrained to regard this reign 
of Christ and his saints in accordance with the 
Saviour’s own statements respecting it; and if he 
always rebuked his disciples for entertaining the 
idea of a temporal or worldly dynasty, we cannot 
interpret this prophetic vision in such a man- 
ner as to contradict all the antecedents of the 
doctrine of Christ’s reign upon earth, and we 
must, therefore, in view of his own declarations, 
and those of his inspired Apostles, regard it as 
denoting the spiritual supremacy which Jesus 
Christ will establish by his grace and truth, and 
by the power of the Holy Ghost. Another 
principle may properly be stated in this con- 
nection. Every interpretation of prophecy must 
accord with the great fundamental doctrines of 
the Gospel, in order to entitle it to intelligent 
Christian notice or respect. If an exposition 
contradicts any one of the leading principles of 
the Gospel plan, if it destroy the harmony or 
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order of the system of divine truth, that exposi- 
tion is erroneous, and must be rejected ; for exam- 
ple, here are the four great truths which we 
noticed in a former chapter, as comprising an epi- 
tome of the Gospel: Christ was slain on the 
cross for our offences. He was raised for our jus- 
tification. He has ascended to heaven, entering 
the Holy of Holies, of which the most holy place 
in the Jewish temple was the type, entering it as 
ourrepresentative and forerunner, thereby assuring 
us, by a living pledge, that we who believe and 
love the Lord Jesus, shall in due season be with 
him, where he is, that we may behold his glory, 
see him as he is, and be like him forever. And 
finally, Christ shall come again once more in his 
glorified humanity to judge the quick and the 
dead, to gather his saints to himself, that they 
may inherit the kingdom prepared for them from 
the foundation of the world, and to banish the 
wicked from his presence forever. That these 
doctrines are the substance of the Gospel, all 
Christians admit, avow, and proclaim. Now, I 
say, no interpretation of prophecy which destroys 
the harmony of this brief system, is worthy of our 
acceptance, for God will not make void his own 
counsel. Therefore, an exposition of the millen- 
nial prophecies which severs this chain, is a 
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rian theory does this thing. It takes Christ Jesus 
from the Holy of Holies, the true heaven, where 
he must abide as our Intercessor, until his inter- 
cessory work is done, until the last soul that shall 
ever come to God by him has been sealed by the 
Holy Ghost to the day of redemption, and it 
plants the Redeemer upon Mount Zion as the 
King of the Jews. Therefore, I argue, the mil- 
lennial scheme in its interpretations of prophecy, 
in its expositions of Scripture, is a false and a 
vicious theory ; and consequently, a system must 
be adopted which shall harmonize with the esta- 
blished principles of the Gospel of Christ. 

Paul denies that the coming of Christ in his 
day was close at hand. ‘This is an important 
fact, for it sheds a flood of light upon many 
passages of the New Testament, upon the sayings 
of Christ, and the words of the Holy Ghost, in 
the Apostolic writings, and it burns up whole 
stacks of wood, hay, and stubble, the rubbish of 
false expositions of passages in the four Gospels 
and the Apostolical Epistles. 

' Hear, again, what St. Paul says: “Be not 
soon shaken in mind, be not troubled, either by 
spirit, or by word, or by letter as from us, as that 


the day of Christ is at hand; let no man deceive 
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you by any means.” That was in Paul’s day, 
I may be told, not in ours. It was in Paul’s 
day; so I understand and apply it. It was 
therefore subsequent to Christ’s day. If the 
day of the Lord was not close at hand when the 
Apostle Paul wrote to the Thessalonians, it cer- 
tainly could not have been close at hand when 
Jesus spoke to his disciples; for the date of 
Paul’s Epistle to the Thessalonians, was subse- 
quent to the period in which Jesus dwelt upon 
the earth, by some twenty-three years, and was so 
much nearer to the second coming of Christ. 
Now, inasmuch as Christ and his Apostles agree, 
for they spake the same truth, moved by the same 
Spirit, those passages in which the Saviour repre- 
sents the kingdom of heaven as at hand, cannot 
be properly understood as relating to the millen- 
nial kingdom, or as denoting his second coming ; 
if they do, St. Paul says one thing, and Jesus 
says another. Take an instance: Jesus goes 
forth to preach the Gospel. He begins with 
these words: “ Repent, for the kingdom of hea- 
ven is at hand.” “ Behold,” exclaims the mille- 
narian, “how the blessed Master himself, pre- 
sents as the motive to repentance, the nearness 
of the millennial kingdom!” But here are some 
Thessalonian Christians, who, twenty-three years 
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later, are disposed to understand some language 
of an inspired Apostle, as sanctioning this idea; 
and St. Paul declares, that he never implied, said, 
or wrote any such thing, and he implores them, 
not to allow any man to deceive them, as though 
by spirit, word, or letter, he had ever taught 
any doctrine of the kind! Such a discrepance 
between Christ and his Apostles involves the 
grossest of absurdities. Jesus Christ never pre- 
sented any such consideration as a motive to 
repentance. Never! He spoke of the Gospel dis- 
pensation as the kingdom of heaven. The dis- 
pensation was not yet established. Its founda- 
tion had not yet been laid, for Christ’s work 
was not finished. That kingdom, in the fulness 
of its incipiency, began on the day of Pentecost. 
It had not yet attained to the maturity of its first 
development; and what force, therefore, would 
there be, in adducing as a motive to repentance, 
the approach of the millennial period, when the 
mind of the hearer had not yet been prepared 
for the appreciation of the antecedent dispensa- 
tion? And yet, the very stuff and staple of the 
millenarian prophesying, is just this constant 
perversion of our Lord’s meaning. ‘ Repent,” 
says Jesus, ‘for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand.” Does that mean, Repent, for my second 
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coming is at hand? Jesus had not yet gone 
away to his Father. He was not ready to go. 
Such a motive could not be understood. 

But there is no obscurity in the import of our 
Lord’s appeal, if it be understood as relating to 
the dispensation of the Gospel in its incipiency. 
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” 
And what is that kingdom of heaven? It is the 
kingdom of grace, and the question of admission 
into that kingdom, is a question of life or death, 
not to the body only, but to soul and body; not 
for a term of years only, but forever! ‘The 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Repent, there- 
fore, for “‘ he that believeth and is baptized shall 
be saved, he that believeth not shall be damned!’ 
There is force in that, tremendous force. ‘ He 
that hath ears to hear, let him hear!’”? When Christ 
gives to his disciples their commission, he sends 
them forth with these instructions: ‘And into 
whatsoever city ye enter, and they receive you, 
eat such things as are set before you: and heal 
the sick that are therein, and say unto them, The 
kingdom of God is come nigh unto you. But 
into whatsoever city ye enter, and they receive 
you not, go your ways out into the streets of the 
same, and say, Even the very dust of your city, 
which cleaveth on us, we do wipe off against 
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you: notwithstanding be ye sure of this, that 
the kingdom of God is come nigh unto you. 
But I say unto you, that it shall be more tole- 
rable in that day for Sodom, than for that 
city.” Is the doctrine of the millennial kingdom 
taught, or implied even, in that expression, 
“‘ Notwithstanding, be ye sure of this, that the 
kingdom of God is come nigh unto you?” No, 
that was not close at hand, but the Gospel was, 
and for the rejection of the heralds of its salva- 
tion, those despisers were in peril of heavier 
damnation, than the men of Sodom and Gomor- 
rah. And so, to this day, men reject the king- 
dom of God, at their peril. If that kingdom 
comes nigh to any man,: and he refuses, or 
neglects to gain an inheritance in it, through the 
faith of the Son of God, that man, with all his 
privileges, shall perish, without hope or remedy. 

From these premises, we are prepared to find 
that the phrases, the coming of the Son of man, 
and the coming of the kingdom of God, and the 
coming of the kingdom of heaven, do not always 
denote the second coming of Christ. The two 
latter phrases, very rarely denote the millennial 
kingdom, as a special development of the supre- 
macy of the Gospel of Christ. In a very few 
instances, they may be so understood, but in the 
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large majority of cases, they cannot bear such a 
construction without a violence of interpretation, 
which savors more of fanaticism than of a sound 
mind. When Christ bids his immediate disci- 
ples “‘ watch, because they know neither the 
day nor the hour when the Son of man cometh,” 
when he repeats that injunction, and makes it 
tingle in the ears of every generation of men, 
throughout all time, he employs the phrase to put 
his people on their guard, against the allure- 
ments of the world, and like the note of a clarion 
he sounds in the ears of the sleepers, the warning 
ery, ‘‘ Watch!’ Be ready. Live for heaven, 
and then, even though at midnight, a great cry 
should herald the coming of the bridegroom, ye 
shall, undaunted by the darkness arise, and trim 
your lamps, and go forth to meet him. - 


* 


CHAPTER IIL 


THE APOSTACY AND THE MAN OF SIN. 


“For that day shall not come, except there come a falling 
away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdi- 
tion,” &c.—2 Tuess. 2: 3, 4. 


In every discussion of the kind in which we are 
engaged, it is of the first importance, that the 
train of argument should be properly followed. 
If we succeed in leaving only a vague impression 
upon the mind, we fail in producing conviction 
even with those who are predisposed to sympathize 
with us, and of course, we cannot hope to prove 
to others the correctness of our views, when their 
minds are already biassed in favor of the theory, 
which we regard as a pernicious error. It adds 
no little embarrassment also, under these circum- 
stances, to find that some millenarians do not 
understand their own doctrine, and then very 
gravely charge us with misapprehending their 
position. It is true, in this, as in almost all cases 
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of similar theorizing, we are perplexed by the 
differences which divide errorists against them- 
selves. So we have in the present history of the 
millenarians, one party who proclaim the anni- 
hilation of the wicked, and we have another who 
contend against that view with proper earnest- 
ness, as a flagrant heresy. Then, we have one 
party, who tell us that in the first resurrection, 
which is to mark the inauguration of the millen- 
nial period, all the saints are to be raised from 
the dead, and to live and reign with Christ a 
thousand years. Where they find this doctrine, 
we confess we do not know, for it certainly is not 
in the Revelation which was made to St. John, or 
to any other Apostle, who has left his record in 
this book. St. John says, he “saw the souls of 
them that were beheaded for the witness of 
Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had 
not worshipped the beast, neither his image, 
neither had received his mark in their foreheads, 
or their hands, and they lived and reigned with 
Christ a thousand years,” thus distinctly specify- 
ing the martyrs of Jesus, as the subjects of this 
event, which is denominated the first resurrec- 
tion, in the symbolic language of this prophecy. 
For such discrepancies, we are not accountable, 
and if any misunderstanding results from them, 
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the charge must be entered against the party 
concerned, and not against us. 

So again, if persons confound the dispensation 
which follows the last judgment with that which 
precedes the millennium, we must decline the re- 
sponsibility which belongs only to themselves. We 
have endeavored to establish several points, which 
are essential truths in our estimation, and which, 
if we are correct, are conclusive, so far as they go. 
Let us understand what the millenarians proclaim. 
They maintain that both Christ and his Apostles 
taught their hearers, that the second coming of the 
Saviour is an event which was even then near at 
hand, and for which it behooved their generation 
to watch and to look. This is one point. Now, 
St. Paul speaks in the words preceding our text, 
thus: ‘‘ We beseech you, brethren, by the coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering 
together unto him, that ye be not soon shaken in 
mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by 
word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of 
Christ is at hand. Let no man deceive you by 
any means.’ From this, we infer that when Jesus 
called upon his hearers to repent “because the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand,” he could not 
have meant a kingdom which is to follow his 


second coming, because if he had, the Saviour 
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and his Apostles would contradict one another. 
Paul declares it was not at hand, when he wrote 
his second epistle to the Thessalonians, more than 
twenty years after the Master had declared that 
‘the kingdom of heaven” was at hand. There- 
fore, we inferred by the phrase ‘‘the kingdom of 
heaven,” Jesus did not mean his millennial king- 
dom. So far, this is plain enough, but at the 
same time, bear in mind, that we suppose merely 
for argument’s sake, that the personal coming of 
Christ 1s to precede the millennium. We merely 
show here, that on their own terms, the millena- 
rians involve St. Paul in an antagonism with his 
Master. The second point which we endeavored 
to establish was this. The millenarians tell us 
that the millennial kingdom, which, we are all 
agreed precedes the judgment of the last day, is 
to be a temporal dynasty; that Jesus will come 
down in his glorified humanity to the Mount of 
Olives, from which he ascended to heaven; that 
he will reign personally upon the earth as the 
King of kings and Lord of lords, and that his 
saints for a thousand years will reign with him 
upon the earth. This doctrine we have re- 
futed by citing several examples, in which Jesus 
reproves his disciples for understanding his lan- 
guage as indicating their exaltation to positions 
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of civil authority upon earth. We quote his own 
emphatic language. “ My kingdom is not of this 
world.”” We point to his special correction of the 
misapprehension of his disciples, as establishing 
the spiritual nature of his authority upon earth, 
and as furnishing the clue to the interpretation of 
the prophecies which speak of his reign over the 
nations of this world. In view of his own lan- 
guage, and of the specific instruction given to his 
disciples, and of his repeated corrections of this 
very mistake about a worldly dynasty, into which 
his disciples had fallen, we claim that in explain- 
ing the millennial prophecy in the twentieth chap- 
ter of Revelation, we are to remember Christ’s 
own words, and to put that signification upon the 
prophetic promise of his reign upon the earth, 
which he had himself inculcated with so much 
earnestness, and as Christ himself represented his 
supremacy as the prevalence of the spirit of holi- 
ness and love over all worldly dignity, we claim 
as an irresistible inference, that his reign over 
this world in the millennium is to be a spiritual 
and not a temporal dynasty. So much then by 
way of explanation. 

Let us proceed to the subject properly before us. 

After correcting the impression which evi- 
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dently disturbed some of the Thessalonian Chris- 
tians, respecting the nearness of the day of Christ, 
the Apostle Paul proceeds to state certain pre- 
cursors of that great event, in these words: ‘Let 
no man deceive you by any means; for that day 
shall not come, except there come a falling 
away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the 


2? 


son of perdition.” We maintain, that two distinct 
events are foretold in this prophecy, and that the 
language of the Apostle in the text indicates this 
fact very plainly, if the proper accent be applied: 
‘‘that day shall not come, except there come a 
falling away, FIRST, and the man of sin be re- 
vealed.” That this distinction is contained in 
the text will be still more manifest, if we subject 
the original to a literal translation. The lan- 
guage of St. Paul is elliptical. In order to make 
it intelligible, you will find, by reference to your 
Bible, that certain words not in the original, are 
supplied in our text, and very properly, because, 
if they were not, the meaning of the Apostle 
would be obscure. These words are in ztalics, as 
they always are in our English translation, in 
order to apprise the reader, that they are inserted 
in order to complete a sentence, which a literal 
rendering would leave imperfect. This is owing 
to the difference in the structure of languages. 
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The Greek language, in which the New Testa- 
ment was written, abounds in ellipses, in which 
words are, as it were, clipped off, leaving them 
unexpressed, but implied. The passage before 
us is one of this kind. Literally, it would read 
thus: “Be not soon shaken in mind,” &c., as 
that the day of Christ is at hand. ‘ Let no man 
deceive you by any means; for, unless the apos- 
tacy has come first, and the man of sin has been 
revealed, the son of perdition,” implying what 
you will find in ¢talies, “‘ that day shall not come.” 
First. The apostacy, or the falling away, and then 
the revelation of the man of sin, the son of per- 
dition, shall occur in due order. 

Iam aware that this distinction is not usually 
made, and the whole passage has been applied 
to one event. So far as I know, this view is 
original with myself. I may be told, therefore, 
that I ought to be very modest in asserting it. I 
will take the advice very thankfully; but I must 
be allowed to say, in reply, that I will be as modest 
as the truth will allow me to be; and if any 
man, who can render a reason, will show that the 
opposite view is in harmony with collateral pro- 
phecies, I will cheerfully stand corrected; but, 
until then, I shall maintain what I believe to be 
the truth. If you tell me that, in every Protestant 
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confession, the terms, ‘‘the man of sin,” “the 
son of perdition,” are quoted as applying to the 
Papal apostacy, I can only reply, I am persuaded 
that such application is not correct. It matters 
not that I have a hundred times, or may be a 
thousand times, followed in the common track, 
and made the same application, I have just so 
often erred in very good company; but that does 
not make a wrong application right, or absolve 
me from the duty of correcting it, when I know 
it to be wrong. I present this matter thus promi- 
nently, or positively, if you please, because I wish 
to call attention to it as one of the most essential 
points in this whole subject. The proof I will 
endeavor to present, and you can take it for what 
it is worth. I object to this application of the 
terms, “‘man of sin,’ and ‘son of perdition,’’ to 
the Papal apostacy, not because I regard that sys- 
tem with any abatement of aversion, but simply 
because they denote another system, which is to 
follow the overthrow of Popery. This man of 
sin is a near relative of the harlot of Babylon; 
but the man and the woman are two, and not 
oNE:—Paul describes the Romish system in detail 
in his first epistle to Timothy, chapter iv: “Now 
the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter 
times some shall depart from the faith, giving 
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heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of demons; 
speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their con- 
sciences. seared with a hot iron; forbidding to 
marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, 
which God hath created to be received with 
thanksgiving of them which believe and know 
the truth. For every creature of God 7s good, 
and nothing to be refused, if it be received with 
thanksgiving: for it is sanctified by the word of 
God and prayer. If thou put the brethren in 
remembrance of these things, thou shalt be a good 
minister of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the 
words of faith and of good doctrine whereunto 
thou hast attained.” ‘To this apostacy St. Paul 
evidently alludes when he tells the Thessalonians 
the day of Christ shall not come, unless the apos- 
tacy, or the falling away, has come First. The 
system of error presenting these peculiar marks 
is to be an apostacy; that is, it must have grown 
out of the true Church, and have fallen away from 
the truth and doctrine of the Gospel. It must 
have borne the Christian name, and be an off- 
shoot, and then a withered branch of the Church 
of Christ. Now, no system answers to this 
description but the so-called Church of Rome. 
In the wide world there is no other that presents 
these features but herself. There is no other so- 
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called Church of Christ that presents these marks, 
which St. Paul describes as the characteristics of 
the great apostacy. She does present every one 
of them in all their particularity. This part of 
my subject I have so often enforced, in former 
years, that I claim the privilege of passing over it 
with a few general remarks, for I am not willing 
to detain you, or myself either, with a repetition 
of truths, with which, if my hearers are not fami- 
liar, it is certainly no fault of mine. Let us be 
thankful that we can leave these principles of 
Gospel truth, and pass to some higher points of 
Bible knowledge. I shall, therefore, dismiss this 
topic with a few sentences. That Rome gives 
heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of demons, 
witness her invocation of departed saints,—some 
of whom are very sorry saints indeed. Remem- 
ber, the meaning of demon is a departed spirit. 
Our version says, ‘‘doctrines of devils.” The 
original is, “doctrines of demons.” The word, 
devil, is one of the names of Satan; and it never 
occurs in the original in the New Testament in 
the plural number. In the Septuagint, which is 
a Greek translation of the Hebrew Scriptures, or 
the books of the Old Testament, it occurs once 
in the plural, and only once. The word, there- 
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fore, is demons, and not devils; and, with this 
understanding, the doctrines of demons find their 
counterpart in Rome’s invocation of saints. That 
she speaks lies in hypocrisy, witness the abomi- 
nable doctrines of the Jesuits, who have reduced 
lying to asystem. Take up Blaise Pascal’s “ Pro- 
vincial Letters,’ for instance, and a man, who 
claimed to be a Catholic, will prove this point for 
us, and establish, beyond peradventure, that, if 
ever men’s consciences were cauterized, Rome 
can furnish the models. That she forbids to 
marry, witness her army of constrained celibates, 
from the Pope down through the long train of 
archbishops and bishops, and priests, to the hum- 
blest acolyte. Witness her tribes of monks and 
friars, and nuns of all orders,—all forbidden to 
marry under pain of mortal sin. Then witness 
her canons, by which, without special dispensa- 
tion, for which the indulgent faithful must pay 
roundly, she forbids all persons to marry during 
the season of Lent. That she commands to ab- 
stain from meats, let her own prescription, the 
second in the so-called ‘‘Seven Precepts of the 
Church,” written in all her prayer-books, attest. 
There it stands in the very words of the prophecy : 
“The second precept is, to fast and abstain from 
meats on the days commanded.” And see at 
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what pains she is to prove her title, for she com- 
mands not only to abstain from meat, which would 
strictly mean flesh, but from meats, ¢. e. from all 
articles of diet partaking of the nature of animal 
food; and then let the concurrent obedience of 
some of the helps in your household, on each suc- 
cessive Friday, for example, say, whether Rome, 
in her precept and her practice, does or does not 
answer to this prophetic portraiture of the Apostle 
Paul. There is prophecy, and here is history. 
Let infidels look first at this, and then at that, 
and reject the book of God, if they can! Rome, 
therefore, is THIS apostacy. Her whole history 
proves it, and her present portrait confirms it. 
Now, every reader of the Bible, who has read it 
with any degree of attention, will have noticed 
this fact, that the Old Testament writers very 
commonly denounce the sin of apostacy, under 
the symbols of lewdness and adultery. It is the 
common language of the psalmists and of the pro- 
phets in speaking of this sin. In accordance with 
this figure, St. John, the great prophet of the New 
Testament, represents the mighty enemy of the 
Gospel in the book of Revelation, under the figure 
of a harlot. The sin of apostacy is adultery. The 
system of apostacy is a harlot. St. Peter dates 
his epistle from Babylon. Romish commentators . 
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assert that, by Babylon, he means Rome, because, 
as ancient Babylon oppressed the Israel of God, 
so Pagan Rome persecuted the infant Church of 
Christ. Therefore the harlot of Babylon is but a 
symbolic name for the harlot of Rome. This, too, 
is admitted even by Romish commentators, only 
they tell us this harlot is Pagan Rome. Pagan 
Rome! How can that be? Was Rome Pagan 
an apostacy? Did Pagan Rome ever belong to 
the Church of Christ, and fall away from it? 
Never! She was always an open, bitter foe, and 
had nothing in common with Christianity. But 
Rome Papal is an apostacy; and, therefore, Papal 
Rome, and she alone, answers to the portraiture 
of the harlot of Babylon. In perfect consonance 
with this symbol, the Church of Christ, compris- 
ing believers out of every kindred, and nation, 
and tongue, and people, is represented under the 
figure of a chaste virgin, the Bride of the Lamb, 
the Spouse of Jesus Christ. When truth and 
apostatizing heresy are personified in the Scrip- 
tures, this is the unvarying symbol under which 
they are presented. Christ is the Bridegroom— 
the Church of the living God, true, as steadfast 
love can make her, is the Bride of the Lamb, dis- 
tinct from and in opposition to the false Church, 
which is not the Spouse of Christ, but a wanton 
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harlot,—glorying in her apostacy, or in her shame- 
less adultery. 

Now, in view of this concurrent testimony of 
the symbols of prophecy, is it not a monstrous 
perversion of the analogy, so carefully observed, 
to represent this same system under the figure of 
aman? Nay, more, in violation of all the laws 
of symbolization observed in the sacred Scrip- 
tures, to represent the same system in the same 
connection and in the same sentence as the apos- 
tacy and the man of sin? The apostacy is uni- 
formly represented in prophecy as a woman; and 
to characterize the same system in the same sen- 
tences, under the figure of a man, is a solecism, 
which no inspired writer. could perpetrate; be- 
cause it is offering violence to the analogy which 
runs through every link of the prophetic chain. 
Christ is the Bridegroom. The great apostacy is 
already represented as a harlot; and yet this great 
apostacy is a man! the man of sin; the son of 
perdition! A man cannot be a harlot! I say it 
is impossible that these distinct designations can 
denote the same system, because such interpreta- 
tion involves a symbolic contradiction and an 
analogical absurdity, patent on its very face. It 
is an anomaly which cannot bear investigation ; 
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and, though it has been sanctioned by long endu- 
rance, it is surely time that it should be discarded. 

In addition to this, the scope which the Apostle 
Paul embraces in this prophetic portion of his 
epistle, manifestly involves the same period in- 
cluded in the prophecy of the Apostle John, in 
the book of Revelation; and St. John distinctly 
sets forth two great systems, which are the an- 
tagonists of the Church of God. The harlot of 
Babylon is the first. So Paul says: “The apos- 
tacy FIRST; and the second arises after the 
overthrow of that apostacy, and apparently out of 
the very pit of flame into which Rome sinks. 
That is characterized by St. John as the false 
prophet, that wrought miracles before the beast; 
and, by St. Paul, as the man of sin, the son of 
perdition, and that wicked one, whose coming is 
after the working of Satan, with all power, and 
signs, and lying wonders. The one prophecy is 
the very counterpart of the other. The terms are 
the same. They occur at the same era, just be- 
fore the millennium, and they harmonize in their 
symbolic language, and in their sex; for the one 
is a false prophet, and the other is the man of 
sin. After the destruction of Papal Rome, a great 
infidel power rises up, and supplies the terrible 
vacuum in the Devil’s empire, occasioned by her 

7 


74 THE APOSTACY 


destruction. This is, no doubt, tue Antichrist, 
of which St. John speaks in his epistles. He tells 
us there are many Antichrists. The Papal Anti- 
christ is one; the Mahommedan Antichrist is 
another; and the Pagan Antichrist is a third. 
But he speaks emphatically of a power as THE 
Antichrist, which denies both the Father and the 
Son; and this is, doubtless, the same great infidel 
power which is depicted in the Revelation as suc- 
ceeding the overthrow of Rome, and its utter 
destruction in the avenging fires. The same in- 
fidel power which, St. Paul says, shall come with 
the energy of Satan, with all power, and signs, 
and lying wonders. I have presented this state- 
ment without breaking in upon its continuity, 
by quoting proof-texts; but if you will refer, at 
your leisure, to the 18th and 19th chapters of 
Revelation, you will find the details, of which I 
have given you a brief summary; and you cannot 
fail to observe that, after the destruction of the 
Romish apostacy, detailed in the 18th chapter, 
no farther mention is made of the harlot in the 
book; but, in the 19th chapter, there is a contest 
between Him, who is the King of kings, and the 
adversaries of the Gospel, which ends in the over-_ 
throw of the false prophet, who wrought miracles, 
with which he deceived the nations, correspond- 
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ing with the lying wonders of the man of sin, 
described by St. Paul as being wrought by the 
energy of Satan. In farther confirmation of the 
distinction between the apostacy and the man of 
sin, let me point again to the words of this pro- 
phecy, addressed to the Thessalonians. St. Paul 
evidently regards this second manifestation of 
diabolical power as transcending even the subtlety 
and craft of the first. He says, “The mystery 
of iniquity” doth already work. Compare this 
with St. John’s portraiture of the woman of Ba- 
bylon, on whose forehead was a name, written 
‘‘ Mystery,’ and you trace the parallel there. 
“Wor the mystery of iniquity doth already work. 
Only he who now letteth will let till he be taken 
out of the way. And tHEN shall that Wicked 
One be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume 
with the Spirit of his mouth, and with the bright- 
ness of his coming;” evidently denoting the de- 
struction of the last system of error which shall 
precede the coming of the Lord. But Popery, as 
you will see from Rev. xix, is not the last system. 
The false prophet, who works wonders, or the 
man of sin, whose coming is with the power of 
Satan, is destroyed after the overthrow of Papal 
Rome. Moreover, a twofold punishment of this 
man of sin is described by St. Paul. One is pre- 
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millennial, and is accomplished by the Spirit of 
his mouth; that is, by the Gospel, accompanied 
by the Spirit’s demonstration, ushering in the 
millennial period; and the other is post millen- 
nial, after Satan is again loosed, and gathers in 
the scattered armies of hell from their hiding- 
places, then he shall be destroyed by the bright- 
ness of the Lord’s coming, which can mean no- 
thing less than Christ’s coming to judgment. I 
have thus rapidly sketched the outlines of these 
great events as they stand before us in the light 
of the prophetic word; and it remains for you to 
search the Scriptures and satisfy yourselves of the 
truth. 

The language of the Apostle Peter may also be 
cited as strongly corroborative of the view already 
presented, that the last enemy of the Gospel that 
shall stand out prominently in opposition to the 
revealed word is a scofling infidelity. 2 Pet. iii. 
He predicts that, in the last days, scoffers shall 
come, walking after their own lusts, and saying, 
Where is the promise of his coming? That the 
system of delusion, which is to succeed the disso-° 
lution of the Papacy, is even now gradually, but 
surely, moving onward to maturity, 1s, to say the 
least, probable. Unless we are deceived, this new 
mystery of iniquity “doth already work; but it 


AND THE MAN OF SIN. T7 


will not be revealed in the full stature of the son 
of perdition until God’s judgment upon the Papal 
apostacy is fulfilled. If you ask me what shall 
this infidel power be, and whence shall it arise? I 
answer, I have no right to speak of the future in 
any other tone than that of modest diffidence ; 
but take the Saviour’s counsel, obey his command, 
- and can ye not discern the signs of the times? I 
am disposed to regard the Satanic works of spi- 
ritualism as the first development of the anti- 
christian power that will stand forth as God’s 
great enemy when the cup of Rome’s wickedness 
shall be full, and she shall sink in the flames that 
will soon devour her. 

We are told by some, that the day of Rome’s 
downfall is at hand, because she is even now in 
her decrepitude. That her downfall is at hand 
is, doubtless, true; but not for the reason as- 
signed bythem. Before that day, which the pro- 
phets, and apostles, and saints of the Most High 
God are represented as anticipating with strong 
desire, the woman, of whom St. John says, ‘‘ Upon 
her forehead was a name written, Mystery, Baby- 
lon the Great, the mother of harlots and abomi- 
nations of the earth,’’ shall revel in her last ban- 
quet of blood. She shall be drunken with the 
blood of the saints, and with the blood of the 
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martyrs of Jesus. It is, when she saith in her 
heart, “I sit a queen, and am no widow, and 
shall see no sorrow, that her plagues shall come 
in one day, death, and mourning, and famine, 
and she shall be utterly burned with fire, for 
strong is the Lord that judgeth her.” Before that 
day shall come, a short period of sore trial and 
bitter persecution awaits the Church of God. 
Men, who judge only from outward appearance, 
and who know nothing of, and care even less, for 
the teachings of the word of prophecy, will say, 
This is absurd. How can such things be? Even 
Christians will be ready to exclaim, It is hardly 
credible, that in this day of light, and liberty, and 
progress, the very blackness of medizeval cruelty 
should again be rolled up from the pit, and cover 
this fair earth with a drenching shower of blood! 
I admit the force of this appeal; but this very 
feeling gives emphasis to the prophecy, for St. 
John declares, ‘‘ When I saw her, I wondered 
with great admiration!” Take your Bible again, 
and look at the 17th chapter of the Revelation of 
St. John, in which the last scenes in the history 
of the mother of the abominations of the earth 
are depicted,—the last scenes which are the imme- 
diate precursors of God’s vengeance upon her,— 
‘and let him that readeth understand. There is 
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the sure word of prophecy; and they do well who 
take heed to it, as to a light shining in a dark 
place. 

Most of you will probably remember that, three 
years ago, I attempted an exposition of the pro- 
phecies which relate to the present period. It is 
not my purpose to retrace that ground; but I 
may mention one fact, in passing, which impress- 
ed me very forcibly a few days ago. The foreign 
correspondent of the North American, in Ireland, 
whose nom de plume is Eblanensis; and, by the 
way, one of the very best writers of good English, 
who contributes to American journals, remarks, 
casually, and with something of a sneer, that the 
common topic, among certain parties in Ireland, 
at this day, is a coalition of the so-called Catholic 
powers of Europe against England, to be led on 
by France! That Hurope is not, to-day, ripe for 
such a coalition, is certain. ‘The scarlet-colored 
beast, full of names of blasphemy, imperial France, 
under its present dynasty, the power which bears 
up ‘the woman arrayed in purple and scarlet 
color, and decked with gold, and precious stones, 
and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand, full of 
abominations and filthiness of her fornications’”’— 
the present imperial dynasty of France, the prop 
and main stay of Papal Rome, has not yet ful- 
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filled the terms of the prophecy, if I understand 
it, and cannot, until the sway of the first Napo- 
leon in Italy is regained by the present French 
Emperor. When Austria has been brought to 
terms, the day of that coalition will probably not 
be far distant; and, I think, every intelligent ob- 
server of passing events in Europe will see that 
there are, at this very day, certain complications, 
growing out of that Italian interest, which are 
not favorable to the peace of the world. If there 
is one point, upon which, more than any other, 
intelligent students of prophecy are agreed, it is 
the fact that we are now living in the period im- 
mediately preceding the pouring out of the seventh 
vial mentioned in the 16th chapter of the Revela- 
tion of St. John, and described in these impres- 
sive, startling, and portentous words: ‘“‘And the 
seventh angel poured out his vial into the air; 
and there came a great voice out of the temple of 
heaven, from the throne, saying, It is done. And 
there were voices, and thunders, and lightnings; 
and there was a great earthquake, such as was 
not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an 
earthquake, and so great. And the great city was 
divided into three parts, and the cities of the na- 
tions fell: and great Babylon came in remem- 
brance before God, to give unto her the cup of 
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the wine of the fierceness of his wrath. And 
every island fled away, and the mountains were 
not found. And there fell upon men a great hail 
out of heaven, every stone about the weight of a 
talent: and men blasphemed God because of the 
plague of the hail; for the plague thereof was 
exceeding great.”’ 

What this language means, we shall endeavor 
to explain hereafter. Meanwhile, we may remark, 
in general terms, that the symbols indicate politi- 
cal convulsions and revolutions, such as have not 
been since men were on the earth. Wise men of 
the world and keen politicians may talk about the 
potency of cotton and stocks, but God will teach 
them, when that angel pours his vial into the air, 
that all the safeguards of peace, in which they 
vaunt, are powerless as cobwebs against a falling 
rock, in that day when he shall come to shake the 
world, and rock the nations upon the heavings of 
the mighty earthquake. Let that pass, however, 
for the providence of God will soon decide the 
question, correct all errors, and confirm the 
truth. The sum of St. Paul’s prophecy, in his 
second Epistle to the Thessalonians, is briefly 
this: The day of Christ, or the day of our 
Lord’s second coming, which is the day in 
which God will judge the world by Jesus Christ, 
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will not come until, first, the completion of the 
history of apostate Papal Rome, in her utter and 
remediless destruction by the avenging fire of 
Jehovah’s wrath. It will not come until after the 
revelation of the man of sin, the son of perdition, 
that wicked one, who, armed with the energy of 
Satan, shall work wonders, that shall deceive, 
were it possible, the very elect, by their superhu- 
man power. That day shall not come until this 
successor of Papal Rome, which rises rapidly into 
power from the very dust and smoke of her ruin, 
shall have been overwhelmed by the power of the 
Spirit of God, accompanying the Gospel with 
living demonstration, and ushering in the millen- 
nial kingdom, in which Jesus shall reign by the 
spirit of holiness. And again, that day shall not 
come until after the close of the thousand years, 
when Satan shall again be loosed, go forth to de- 
ceive the nations, and gather together the scat- 
tered fragments of the power of the son of perdi- 
tion, and then the last vestige of the dominion of 
the Devil upon earth shall be burned up by the 
brightness of the Saviour’s coming; and when, 
according to the prophecy of St. Peter, this world, 
and the things which are therein, shall be burned 
up, we, according to his promise, look for new 
heavens and a new earth, wherein. dwelleth 
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righteousness, the habitation of glory, in which 
the saints of God shall forever be with the Lord. 
And may the Lord God of the holy apostles and 
prophets, grant that we may find mercy of the 
Lord in that day, and not be ashamed before him 
at his appearing. “Behold, he cometh with 
clouds, and every eye shall see him.” Revolving 
years are the wheels of his chariot; and soon the 
angel of the Lord shall cry aloud in the ear of 
earth and heaven, and swear by him, who sitteth 
on the throne, that time shall be no more! Woe 
to the enemies of God in that day; but blessed, 
forevermore blessed, they who love the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and hail him as their Prince and Saviour! 
They shall go forth with everlasting joy, and so 
shall they be ever with the Lord! 


CELA Tis Sry, 


THE TIMES OF RESTITUTION. 


“He shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto 
you; whom the heaven must receive until the times of restitu- 
tion of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all 
his holy prophets since the world began.”—Aorts 3: 20. 


THESE impressive words, addressed by the 
Apostle Peter to the crowds who thronged 
around the gate called Beautiful, at the entrance 
of the temple at Jerusalem, manifestly have a 
most important bearing upon the subject which 
justly claims our attention. The second coming 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, when considered in its 
relations to the system of revealed truth, with its 
antecedents and its consequences, is inferior in 
moment to no doctrine of the word of God. 
Without it, the system would be manifestly and 
deplorably incomplete. To what purpose is it, 
that our blessed Lord has offered himself a vic- 
tim slain upon the cross, bearing our sins in his 
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own body on the tree, and by his resurrection 
from the dead, giving to every believer the 
strongest of all assurances, that the eternal Fa- 
ther, by whom Jesus was commissioned, endowed 
and sent as the accredited mediator, has accepted 
the sacrifice of his beloved son as a full quittance 
and cancelling of the bond of our indebtedness ; 
nay, though he has ascended as our intercessor, 
at the right hand of God, to the throne of media- 
torial majesty and glory, where he pleads as our 
high-priest, and reigns as our king, entering for 
us as our forerunner, that heaven, of which the 
Jewish Holy of Holies was of old the type, still, 
if this dissevered world is forever to remain the 
habitation of sin, and the sport and spoil of 
Satan, the dispensation of the Gospel is shorn of 
its crowning beauty, and the triumph of Jesus is 
incomplete. 

Look at the world in its present estate; take 
the most favored countries upon the face of the 
earth, and exalted as they may be in privileges, 
rich in the varied resources of civilization, em- 
bellished with all the humanizing appliances of 
the highest style of art, and the profoundest phi- 
losophy of science, what a complication of social 
disorders,—what festering sores of depravity de- 


face and torment the best society which earth can 
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offer as the model of political excellence. Shall 
Jesus, who is the conqueror of death and hell, 
because the accepted sacrifice for sin, behold the 
sceptre swayed by the hand of his great enemy 
and be content? Shall this province in his vast 
empire, upon which the treasure of heaven has 
been poured out,—this world which has been 
baptized by the Redeemer’s blood,—forever re- 
main under the dominion of the Devil? No! 
The Son of God was manifested, that he might 
destroy the works of the Devil. Jesus shall see 
of the travail of his soul and be satisfied. That 
blood which dyed the ground and rocks of Cal- 
vary, is God’s seal of conquest. This world 
belongs to Christ, not only because he made it, 
nor yet only because he made and still upholds 
it by the word of his power; it is Christ’s because 
he has redeemed it from revolt and apostacy ; 
and therefore, by covenant, it is the property of 
Jesus Christ, and he will therefore reclaim it. 
True, he has gone to heaven. There he abides; 
and the heaven must receive, or hold him, until 
the Times of restitution of all things,—a truth, 
‘‘which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his 
holy prophets since the world began.” This is 
the doctrine which the Apostle Peter preached 
to the multitude who looked with amazement at 
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the miracle which had been wrought upon the 
man, lame from his mother’s womb, who was 
earried and laid daily at the gate of the temple. 
“Tn the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth,” said 
Peter, ‘rise up and walk; and he took him by the 
right hand, and lifted him up; and immediately 
his feet and ankle bones received strength, and he 
leaping up stood and walked and entered with 
them into the temple, walking, and leaping and 
praising God.” Then turning to the awe-stricken 
throng, Peter cries aloud: “Not by our own 
power,—not by our own holiness, have we made 
this man walk; but his name, the name of the 
Holy One whom ye denied, nuts name, the Prince 
of Life, whom ye slew, but whom God hath 
raised from the dead,—whereof we are wit- 
nesses,—his name, through faith in his name, 
hath made this man strong, whom ye see and 
know; yea, the faith, which is by him, hath given 
him this perfect soundness in the presence of you 
all.”” Then turning to their own prophets, and 
showing that they had foretold the sufferings of 
Christ, he says to the multitude: ‘Repent ye, 
therefore, and be converted, that your sins may 
be blotted out when the times of refreshing shall 
come from the presence of the Lord; and he shall 
send Jesus Christ which before was preached 
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unto you; whom the heaven must receive until 
the times of restitution of all things, which God 
hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets 
since the world began.” Bring the circumstances 
before your mind, and with what thrilling power 
do they invest that appeal. How prominently 
does he press upon their startled attention the 
truth, that Christ shall come again, even as all 
the holy prophets had declared since the world 
began. This was literally true. The oldest 
prophecy on record is that preserved by the 
Apostle Jude, in his brief Epistles, in which he 
says: ‘* And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, 
prophesied of these, saying, Behold the Lord 
cometh with ten thousand of his saints, to execute 
judgment upon all, and to convince.all that are 
ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds 
which they have ungodly committed, and of all 
their hard speeches, which ungodly sinners have 
spoken against him.” Since the world began, 
therefore, the second coming of Jesus has been 
the theme of the holy prophets of God. Observe 
now, the language of the Apostle in the text, and 
I think we shall find in these words, a weighty 
argument in favor of the views which we have 
endeavored to establish. The patriarch Enoch 
prophesied, and the Apostle Jude quotes him as 
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declaring that the second coming of Christ shall 
be to execute judgment upon ALL,—to convince 
ALL that are ungodly of their wicked deeds and 
words. ‘Then if ai/ sinners are to be judged, that 
coming must surely be after the millennium, and 
not before it,—otherwise there will be two days 
of judgment, one more than the Gospel calls for. 
Remember, the great destruction of the wicked, 
according to the view which we and the mille- 
narians hold in common, is to take place after 
Satan shall again be loosed and go forth to divide 
the nations. Enoch certainly was not a millena- 
rian, neither was St. Jude, otherwise he would 
not have said aLtuL the ungodly shall thus be 
punished, but part of them only; those only who 
are living at the beginning of the millennium. 
Look, again, at the words of St. Peter, in the 
text: ‘“‘The heaven must receive (or hold) him 
until the times of restitution of all things.” Every- 
thing here depends upon the meaning of the term 
restitution. Does the Apostle mean the act of 
resettling, or restoring all things? or does he 
mean the completed result, the actual restoration 
of all things? In other words, does he mean that 
Christ will come in person to restore all things, 
and set in order that which is deranged, or that 
he will remain in heaven until the disorders of 
; ge 
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the world are rectified? Here the millenarians 
make a stand, and with some parade of strength. 
Of course, they maintain that the object of Christ’s 
coming is to settle all the disorders of the world. 
Very well; so do we. And on their own terms, 
we argue, that this coming must be after the mil- 
lennium, because ALL things will not be restored, 
or set in order, until after the final conflict, which 
succeeds the dispensation of the thousand years. 
Admitting, as we do, that some things shall be set 
in order before the millennium, and others during 
the thousand years, ALL things will not be re- 
stored until the last vestige of sin, the primary 
cause of disorder, shall have been purged out of 
the world. The millennium is not the restoration 
of aut things. Besides, evidently with profound 
significance, the Apostle speaks not of the time, 
but of the times of this restitution,—denoting, by 
that word times, a successive series of curative 
measures; a successive removal of the causes of 
mischief and disorder; a successive breaking 
down of the enemies of righteousness; a succes- 
sive building up of the instrumentalities and ap- 
pliances by which truth and holiness are to be 
consolidated. And until this series is complete, 
and the last energy of God’s ordained agency is 
expended, and the last call to repentance has been 
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uttered, and the last Sabbath has closed in night, 
and the last striving of the Holy Ghost is spent, 
and the last of God’s redeemed has been saved 
and sealed, the heaven shall contain the Holy 
One, and the Just, and not till then shall the 
Prince of life come to execute judgment upon ALL 
that are ungodly. This we hold to be consonant, 
not only with the entire Scripture, but with the 
common-sense interpretation of the Apostle’s lan- 
guage in the passage before us. It seems to us 
to furnish a powerful corroboration of the view 
which we regard as the Bible doctrine of the 
millennium, and an additional proof that the 
second coming of Christ shall follow, and not 
precede the thousand years during which Satan 
shall be bound. 

The impled promise of this restoration of all 
things is comforting to the Christian heart. When 
we look at the present aspect of the world, amid 
all that cheers our faith, the mournful challenge 
of the prophet is continually sounding in our ears, 
‘Watchman, what of the night? What of the 
night?’ The horizon may be streaked with the 
glowing promise of coming day, but the heavens 
are overspread, and clouds and darkness are 
brooding over the world! This earth is not yet 
redeemed from the power of the Devil; and it is 
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far, very far from being the habitation of right- 
eousness. Here is the gigantic apostacy, holding 
some two hundred millions of our race in the 
thrall of its delusion, and destined, as the sure 
word of prophecy teaches, once more, for a short 
season, to regain the power which it has lost over 
the nations, and to revel in a banquet of blood. 
On another side, we see the Moslem imposture, 
enslaving the hosts, whose creed is, There is one 
God, and Mahomet is his prophet; and then, 
scattered over the earth, is the vast array of Pagan 
superstition and idolatry. Even in the lands 
blessed by the Gospel, amid the light of revealed 
truth,—in full view of the revealed standard of 
purity, holiness, and love,—in the glowing light 
of Sabbaths, and churches, and the organized ap- 
pliances of Christian benevolence, and the bright 
examples of Christian faith and piety,—even in 
lands fresh with the rain of righteousness, we find 
the blasting mildew of infidelity, a godless pha- 
lanx of profligate unbelievers, who rave and foam 
against all God-ordained purity and holiness, and, 
with the impudence of hell, shout their defiance 
of the God of heaven; and, as they travel hell- 
ward, proclaim their blasphemous negations in 
that shriek of impotent frenzy—No God! no 
Bible! no Sabbath! no Family! no Church! no 
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State! The brotherhood of perdition, breaking 
their pathway to their own place, through all the 
barriers with which a merciful God has hedged 
the road to death! Oh! there is much to be re- 
stored. This huge mountain seems to cover and 
_ overshadow the earth, and bid defiance in the 
loftiness of its pride and power to Him who sit- 
teth in the heavens. But hear the word of the 
Lord: “Who art thou, O great mountain? Be- 
fore Zerubbabel, thou shalt become a plain; and he 
shall bring forth the headstone thereof with shout- 
ings, crying, Grace, grace unto it!” So God 
spake of old by the mouth of his holy prophet 
Zechariah. And do you ask how shall this great 
mountain become a plain? Even before the pro- 
mise is given, the manner of its accomplishment, 
and the agency by which it is to be effected, are 
revealed by the Lord. ‘This is the word of the 
Lord unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, not 
by power, but my Spirit, saith the Lord!’ What 
does that mean? Surely it is God’s proclamation 
of the triumph of the Holy Ghost. This restora- 
tion is to be the work of the Spirit of the Lord. 
It is to be accomplished, even to the laying of the 
headstone of the glorious fabric, by the power of 
the grace of God; not by the coming of Jesus, 
with the power of heaven, and with the might and 
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majesty of an angelic retinue; not by might, not 
by power! Then, the shouting will no longer be 
grace; it will be changed to the loud acclamations 
of glory. “Not by might, not by power, but by 
my Spirit, saith the Lord!” This mountain of 
opposition to God and holiness is to give way 
before the breath of the Spirit of God—the de- 
monstration of the Holy Ghost accompanying 
the appointed means of grace in the Church of 
God. These are symbolized in the vision of 
Zechariah, from which the words are quoted, by 
the candlestick of gold, with a bowl upon the top 
of it, and the seven lamps thereon, and seven 
pipes to the seven lamps, and two olive trees by 
it, a chain of symbols, whose interpretation is 
obvious to every one, who will compare the Scrip- 
ture of one prophet with that of another. Turn 
to the first chapter of the Revelation of St. John, 
and you find the key which fits and opens this 
lock. St. John beheld seven golden candlesticks, 
and, in the midst of them, one like unto the Son 
of Man, and Jesus bids him write, “The seven 
candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven ' 
churches.” Take this explanation with you, and 
the golden candlestick of Zechariah’s vision is the 
Church of God. What are the seven lamps upon 
the top of the bowl? What are lamps for? To 
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give light in the darkness. So Jesus says of John 
the Baptist, ‘‘He was a burning and a shining 
light, and ye were willing, for a season, to rejoice 
in his light.” These lamps, then, are the minis- 
ters of the Gospel. In the Revelation, ch. 1, St. 
John beholds, in the right hand of the Son of 
man, seven stars, and Jesus bids him, ‘‘ Write— 
the mystery of the seven stars, which thou sawest 
in my right hand, the seven stars are the angels 
of the seven churches.” The meaning of angel 
is messenger. ‘These seven stars are Christ’s mes- 
sengers, or ambassadors,—the ministers of the 
churches; and, in consonance with this symbol, 
the Prophet Daniel says, ‘“‘They that be wise 
shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; 
and they that turn many to righteousness, as the 
stars forever and ever.’”’ The bowl upon the top 
of the golden candlestick is evidently the vessel 
which contains the supply of oil; and what is 
meant by the oil? : 

We might gather from the Scriptures of the 
Old Testament, a profusion of harmonious illus- 
trations of its meaning, but we will content our- 
selves with the explanation suggested by the pa- 
rable of our Saviour, in which he tells us, ‘“‘The 
kingdom of heaven shall be likened unto ten vir- 
gins—five of whom were wise, and five foolish. 
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They that were foolish took their lamps, and took 


> 


no oil with them.” That oil, which supplies the 
lamp with the fuel which it needs, in order to 
burn and shine, is the grace of God. This is ma- 
nifestly the purport of that parable, and it explains 
this symbol in the prophecy. And the two olive 
trees, what are they? The prophet asks this 
question twice. “Then answered I, and said unto 
him, what are these two olive trees upon the right 
side of the candlestick, and upon the left side 
thereof? And I answered again, and said unto 
him, what be these two olive branches, which, 
through the two golden pipes, empty the golden 
oil out of themselves? And he answered me and 
said, Knowest thou not what these be? And I 
said, No, my lord; then said he, these are the 
two anointed ones, that stand by the Lord of the 
whole earth.” Literally, these are the two sons 
of oil, which stand by the Lord of the whole earth. 
Who are these two anointed ones, who stand by 
the Lord of the whole earth? 

In the eleventh chapter of the Apocalypse, the 
two witnesses who shall prophesy a thousand two 
hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth, 
are identified with these two anointed ones, in the 
words, ‘“‘ These are the two olive trees, and the 
two candlesticks, standing before the God of the 
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earth.” The Two Witnesses are therefore the 
Two Anointed Ones of Zechariah’s vision. We 
have heretofore been disposed to regard the Two 
Witnesses as the type of a competent number of 
faithful preachers of the Gospel, or the standing 
ministry of the true Church of the Lord Jesus, 
composed of believers among all Christian deno- 
minations. This view, however, admits of more 
accurate development. That this idea is contained 
in the symbol, cannot be denied, but it is proba- 
bly in the fact that Christ’s true ministers are the 
advocates of civil and religious liberty, that the 
pith of the interpretation of this difficult passage 
is to be found. The slaying of the Witnesses is 
then symbolic of the overthrow of civil and reli- 
gious liberty, accompanied, no doubt, with the 
slaughter of its defenders. This view accords with 
the descriptive details of the prophecy in the Re- 
velation,* (ch. 11: 5, 6.) 

The application of these symbols to the power 
of civil and religious liberty is obvious. From the 


* “And if any man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of 
their mouths, and devoureth their enemies: and if any man will 
hurt them, he must in this manner be killed. These have power 
to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of their prophecy, 
and have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to smite 
the earth with all plagues, as often as they will.” 

) 
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day of Israel’s bondage in Egypt, when God de- 
manded the freedom of his people, these two 
anointed ones of Zechariah’s vision, or the Two 
‘Witnesses of St. John’s Revelation, have smitten 
the earth with plagues, in contending for the 
rights of conscience against all tyranny and op- 
pression. 

Now let us gather into one, the interpretation 
of these symbols, and we have a statement of the 
appliances by which God in his counsel, declared 
by the holy prophets, proposes to establish his 
Church—not the Jewish Church—for here He 
speaks of the headstone, which is to be brought 
forth with shoutings; grace, grace unto it, evi- 
dently denoting the highest development of grace 
in the experience of the Church of God on earth. 
How is it to be effected? How is this great moun- 
tain of opposition to God to be taken out of the 
way, and to become a plain? We answer, not by 
the violent termination of the dispensation of 
grace—not by might, not by power, saith the 
Lord, but by my Spirit! By the agency of 
the Holy Ghost, through the instrumentality of 
the Church of God, in her living ministry, in 
the administration of the ordinances of God— 
his word and his sacraments. By the constant 
supplies of the oil of divine grace from the 
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Redeemer and the Comforter—shall this spiri- 
tual house of the Lord be built up, until the 
headstone be brought forth with shoutings, 
grace, grace unto it,—and when the fulness of 
the dispensation of grace is accomplished, and 
this world has been blessed with its millennial 
Sabbath, after its weary week of sin and suffer- 
ing, ‘‘He shall send Jesus Christ, which before 
was preached unto you, whom the heaven must 
receive until the times of restitution of all things, 
which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his 
holy prophets since the world began.” The four 
great enemies of the Gospel which are to be re- 
moved, we have designated under the general , 
classification of Popery, Mahommedanism, Pa- 
ganism, and Infidelity. Judaism might be enu- 
merated as the fifth, but this we reserve for sepa- 
rate consideration. Asregards the Apostacy, we 
have already made allusion, on a former occasion, 
to its impending ruin. Mahommedanism, that 
system of licentiousness and bigoted cruelty, 
which enslaves so large a portion of three quarters 
of the globe, is already shorn of its strength; the 
prestige of that fanatical imposture is gone. The 
Euphrates is fast drying up, in accordance with 
the Apocalyptic prophecy. Taking its rise cotem- 
poraneously with the Papal Antichrist, its dura- 
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tion runs parallel with that of the great Apostacy. 
It has been usual to quote the prophecy at the 
close of the nineteenth chapter of Revelation, in 
support of this view, but such quotation is not to 
the point. The words which are supposed to have 
reference to this event, are these: “‘ And the beast 
was taken, and with him the false prophet, that 
wrought miracles before him, with which he de- 
ceived them that had received the mark of the 
beast, and them that worshipped his image. 
These both were cast alive into a lake of fire, 
burning with brimstone.” The beast and the 
false prophet are frequently represented as the 


. symbols of Popery and Mahommedanism. This 


interpretation, however, is manifestly erroneous. 
The Beast in the Apocalypse is never a type of 
the ecclesiastical state of Rome, but it represents 
in its heads and horns, the coalition of Huropean 
powers, occupying the ancient domain of the 
Western Roman Empire, which constitute the 
civil or political support of the Papacy. The 
Papal power is the harlot of Babylon ; she is repre- 
sented as seated upon the Beast, indicating the aid 
and support which she receives from the European 
despotisms. After Rome is destroyed, the Beast 
still lives—and it is not until the false prophet, or 
the Antichristian successor of the Apostacy is de- 
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stroyed, that the Beast is taken and slain. Ma- 
hommedanism is never spoken of in the Apoca- 
lypse as the ‘false prophet.” That system is 
denoted by the symbol of the river Euphrates, 
and the waning of Moslem power is symbolized 
by the drying up of that river. Mahommedanism 
never yet has wrought miracles, or lying wonders 
before the Beast—before the despotisms of Europe 
—and long ere that false prophet shall come 
with the working of Satan, Mahommedanism will 
have lost its power, and will be dried up. At the 
risk of repeating what I have demonstrated years 
ago, let me in a few words, state the proof upon 
which this interpretation rests.* 

In the symbolic language of prophecy, a river ™~ 
uniformly denotes a religious system. In Hze- 
kiel’s vision, the Gospel is symbolized by the 
river of the sanctuary (ch. xlvii), whose waters 
are of various depths: first, covering the ankles, 
then the knees, then the loins, until they rise 
to the depth of a river to swim in,—a river which 
cannot be forded,—beautifully illustrating the 
analogy of the faith and truth of the Gospel. 
There are doctrines which a child can fathom,— 
they cover only the ankles. Here are truths 
through which men may wade, according to 


* See “Hurope and America in Prophecy.” Higgins & Perkin- 


pine, 1856. 
Q% 
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their stature,—some to their knees and others to 
their loins in the waters; and here are depths 
in which only the strong swimmer is at home,— 
depths far beyond the sounding of the foot of 
man; but everything touched and washed by 
the flowing waters, be those waters deep or shal- 
low, shall live. ‘And by the river, upon the ~ 
bank thereof, on this side, and on that side, shall 
grow all trees for meat, whose leaf shall not fade, 
neither shall the fruit thereof be consumed; it 
shall bring forth new fruit, according to his 
months, because the waters issued out of the 
sanctuary; and the fruit thereof shall be for 
meat, and the leaf thereof for medicine.” Beau- 
tiful in its symbol and glorious in its truth is this 
precious portraiture of the Gospel of the grace of 
God. So, at the close of the Apocalyptic vision, 
the principles of eternal righteousness and truth 
which render heaven the habitation of everlast- 
ing joy and gladness are typified by that symbol 
of the river of the water of life, clear as crystal, 
proceeding out of the throne of God and of the 
Lamb. In accordance with this principle, the river 
Euphrates denotes the religious system prevail- 
ing in the countries through which it flows, and 
these are the domain of Mahommedanism. The 
drying up of the Euphrates, therefore, is plainly 
the wasting of the Mahommedan delusion. This 


Pa 
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has been failing since 1829, when the deathblow 
to the political power of Turkey was given in 
the destruction of the Turkish fleet, at Navarino, 
by the allied naval powers of Europe; and now, 
the last vestige of the former virulence of its 
authority has been dissipated by the publication 
of the Sultan’s decree, proclaiming liberty of 
conscience. Turkey exists to-day as an indepen- 
dent power, merely because the great powers of 
Europe cannot agree as to its partition; but that 
problem, too, will soon be solved, and then the 
Euphrates will be dried up, and the Moslem de- 
lusion will give way before the advancing array 
of civilization and Christianity. Paganism and 
Infidelity remain. But who art thou, O great 
mountain? Before our Zerubbabel, thou shalt 
become a plain. God will magnify the power of 
his Spirit. Men sometimes speak as though the 
conversion of the world were an impossibility. 
They forget it is the work of God. Men are to 
be employed as instruments, but the power is of 
God, it is not of man; and who shall withstand 
Him, when the times of restitution come in the 
fulness of the Spirit’s dispensation? You may 
point to this despotism and the other, and say 
here is one impregnable barrier, and there is an- 
other! But Jehovah speaks, I will overturn, and 
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overturn, and overturn, until he whose right it is 
shall reign, and the kingdom and the greatness 
of the kingdom under the whole heaven shall be 
given unto him. Even now that mighty angel, 
the seventh, stands with uplifted vial, ready to 
pour it out upon the air, and then shall come the 
lightnings and the thunder of God’s power, and 
his judgments upon Satan, the prince of the 
power of the air shall begin, and the world shall 
reel under the shock and tremble, as with stun- 
ning crash the strongholds of hell are cast down. 
This earth shall heave her mighty bosom in the 
throes of a deadly struggle with her oppressors, 
nor shall she cease to wrestle, till the last bloody 
instrument of cruelty is turned against the in- 
ventors to plague them; and yet that result 
shall not be gained by the first contest or con- — 
vulsion under the seventh vial. You understand, 
the vial in the hand of the seventh angel, is 
poured out into the air; and, as Satan is repre- 
sented as ‘‘the prince of the power of the air,”’ 
the judgments, which the emptying of that 
vial portends, are inflicted upon the empire of 
Satan. Now, as the symbols of the prophecy 
plainly indicate, by the thunder and lightning, 
the earthquake and the tempest, political turmoil, 
revolution, and conflict, the prophecy is to be 
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understood as bearing upon those countries 
whose government and administration are anti- 
Christian. It is the beginning of the overturning 
which precedes the spiritual reign of Christ 
in the millennium; it includes the period of 
Rome’s final triumph,.and of her overthrow, and 
that of the false prophet, who deceives the nations 
after she is cast down into the sea of God’s wrath. 
Out of this first conflict under the seventh vial, 
which will probably involve all the great powers 
of the earth, the terms of the prophecy seem to 
indicate, that in Europe, France will come forth, 
pre-eminently victorious. I would speak of the 
future with diffidence. I am not assuming the 
prerogative of a prophet, when I say, that if I 
understand this prophecy, such will be the result. 
God has the future in his own keeping, but he 
has given us this book, professedly, that we may 
know things which are to come. Let him that 
readeth understand. J draw this inference re- 
specting the supremacy of France, because the 
symbols which follow the description of the 
effects of the outpouring of the seventh vial, 
plainly point to an imperial dynasty, covered 
with names of blasphemy in the scarlet-colored 
beast which is so covered, and which then absorbs 
the territory of the former Roman empire, indi- 
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cated by its seven heads and ten horns, because 
every symbol and term of this prophecy, in Rev. 
xvii, conspire to designate imperial France as 
the power, which will then control the govern- 
ments of Europe. I say it not, because I would 
bode evil, but because I believe what I declare, 
that this era in the world’s history which begins 
with the pouring out of the seventh vial is even 
now at our doors. Before the restitution of all 
things is accomplished, all the events included in 
the Revelation of St. John, from the 17th verse 
of the 16th chapter to the close of the 19th 
chapter, are yet to be fulfilled. How long that 
time shall last, God only knows; he has not 
revealed it. The period of Rome’s duration, as 
the great Apostacy, is made known. That lasts 
1260 years; and the scheme of interpretation 
which dates the commencement of that period in 
the year 606, has been, in its details, most re- 
markably and exactly fulfilled in the history of 
God’s providence, so that it cannot, if this view 
is correct, be far distant. Only, let us not infer, 
as some do, that the millennium immediately 
succeeds Rome’s downfall. This is not in the 
prophecy; but, on the contrary, many events, 
whose details we cannot now notice, must be ful- 
filled before that Sabbath of a thousand years 
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shall dawn upon the world. Enough, the times 
of restitution of all things have already begun. 
The work of the Spirit in the conversion of this 
world is begun, and in the fulness of his dispensa- 
tion, what miracles of grace can he not perform ? 
We are not straitened in God. The experience 
of the past year in the hopeful conversion of half 
a million of souls, in our own country, is but a 
drop in the river of God’s gracious love and 
power. Oh! when he comes forth in the precious 
salvation of the Holy Ghost, the king’s heart is 
in the Lord’s hand, and he can turn it whitherso- 
ever he will as the rivers of water. 

Then the hardest heart is, in his hand, as clay 
in the hands of the potter. He can mould that 
stubborn clay into a vessel of honor and mercy, 
fitted for the Master’s use. Under the power of 
the Holy Ghost, three thousand souls were con- 
verted on the day of Pentecost; and, under his 
power, whole nations shall be swayed as the trees 
are moved by the wind! Our hope is in God; 
the power is his; the grace is his. The mighty 
attraction of the cross shall yet draw men to the 
Crucified, and Jesus shall see of the travail of his 
soul, and be satisfied. Amid all the storms that 
rend the heavens, and shake the earth, his Church 
shall dwell securely under the shadow of the Al- 


108 THE TIMES OF RESTITUTION. 


mighty; and though every island flee away, and 
the mountains be not found, and the tempest 
racks the heavens, and the hail crushes down the 
forests of the earth, why shall he fear who can 
sing, ‘God is my refuge and my strength? The 
Lord is my light and my salvation, whom shall I 
fear? The Lord is the strength of my heart, of 
whom shall I be afraid?” Though Satan come 
down in great wrath, knowing that his time is 
short; though unclean spirits, like frogs, go forth 
from the dragon’s mouth; and spirits of demons 
work wonders by the Devil’s power, we have this 
sure word of prophecy, and to it we would take 
heed, as to a light shining in a dark place. Hark! 
that voice,—Maranatha! Maranatha! The Lord 
is coming! the Lord is coming. These are the 
tokens that the times of restitution are accom- 
plishing; and soon,—for what are fleeting years 
in the sight of the Eternal God, with whom one 
day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years 
as one day,—soon “He shall send Jesus Christ, 
which before was preached unto you, whom the 
heaven must receive, until the times of restitution 
of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth 
of all his holy prophets since the world began.” 
To Him be glory and dominion forever. Amen. 


CHAPTER V. 


THE MOUNTAIN OF THE LORD’S HOUSE. 


* And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the moun- 
tain of the Lord’s house shall be established in the top of the 
mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations 
shall flow unto it,” &e.—Is. 2: 2-3. 


Turis prediction plainly has reference to the 
establishment of a kingdom of righteousness upon 
the earth. The period of its institution is de- 
noted by the term the last days, an expression 
common alike in the writings of the prophets, 
both of the Old Testament and of the New. So, the 
Apostle Peter says, ‘‘There shall come in the last 
days, scoffers, walking after their own lusts, and 
saying, Where is the promise of his coming?” 
And to the same purport is the prediction of St. 
Paul, in his second Epistle to Timothy, “This 
know, also, that in the last days, perilous times 


> 


shall come.”’ Occasionally, we find the same idea 
indicated by the synonymous expression, ‘the 
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last time,” or “the last times.’”’ These phrases 
all designate the period near the close of the pre- 
sent dispensation, and include the millennium. 
Weare not willing to admit that the millennium is ~ 
a new dispensation. It is represented rather as a 
higher development of the dispensation of the 
Holy Spirit, and as the triumph of the means 
which God has ordained for the salvation of men. 
The idea that Jesus Christ shall come in person, 
before the thousand years of the reign of right- 
eousness and peace, and usher in a new dispen- 
sation upon the world, involves the confession of 
one or the other of two alternatives. Hither the 
Gospel, accompanied by the Spirit’s demonstra- 
tion, never was designed to accomplish, as its 
result, the filling of the earth with the knowledge 
of the Lord; or, if such was originally the design, 
with reverence be it said, according to the mil- 
lenarian theory, the divine plan has proved a 
failure; because, in order to effect this result, the 
intervention of a new series of agencies is deemed 
essential, and the work of redemption, committed 
to the Holy Spirit as the sovereign agent since 
Christ’s ascension, is taken out of his hands, and 
resumed by the Lord Jesus Christ, visibly and in 
person. : 

Openly to assert, that God’s counsel, the eternal 
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plan and purpose of winning back this earth from 
its apostacy to Satan, either has failed, or can fail, 
is little short of blasphemy. Those, therefore, 
who embrace the millenarian scheme, are driven 
to the necessity of denying that this ever was the 
divine intention. They affirm that God never 
designed that the means of grace should, under 
the present dispensation, effect results so mighty 
as these. In order to the accomplishment of sal- 
vation, on so large a scale, a new dispensation 
must be introduced in all the might and power 
of Christ’s personal coming with his holy angels. 
Now, this we hold to be a most unscriptural view, 
utterly contrary to the plainest declarations of 
Christ and of his holy Apostles and prophets. 
The very commission which he gave to his 
Apostles, and through them to the Church of God 
in all ages, is against it. ‘Go ye, therefore, and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Ghost, teaching them to observe all things what- 
soever I have commanded you, and lo, [am with 
you alway, even unto the end of the world;” 
with you, not merely to the beginning of the 
millennium, but all through that period, and after 
it, till time shall be no more, “ even to the end of 
the world.” In order to escape from this dilemma, 
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the Adventists assert that the world is to be de- 
stroyed before the millennium; but what a jargon 
of incongruous absurdity flows from this assump- 
tion! We have, then, the world burned up, and 
all the nations of the wicked burned up with it, 
as the inauguration of the millennial era,—the 
new heavens and the new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteousness, already set up; but it would seem 
that righteousness can dwell even in the new 
earth, only as a temporary habitation, for lo! at 
the end of the thousand years, Satan is loosed. 
from his chain, and goes forth again to deceive the 
nations, and gather a host in battle array against 
the Lord and his Anointed! What! Shall the 
great enemy invade the new earth, and succeed in 
gathering, from among the redeemed of the Lord, 
another army with which to fight the battles of 
hell? And is Christ Jesus then to come a second 
time to judgment, and make an utter overthrow of 
these enemies in the final conflict with the foes 
of righteousness? Does Jesus ever speak of 
two days of judgment? Does he not always 
speak of but one day, as the day in which he will 
judge the world in righteousness? Then, again, 
how can we speak of his coming after the millen- 
nium, when, according to this view, he is already 
reigning personally upon the earth, in his glori- 
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heaven? No, that cannot be, for behold, he is 
already on the earth, and has been here, with the 
martyred saints, during the thousand years of the 
millennium. Surely, under this view, it is absurd 
to speak of his second coming in connection with 
the final and irrevocable judgment of the wicked, 
because his second coming took place before the 
millennium. This would represent him as com- 
ing the second time, twice over. Then look again 


_at the havoe which this theory makes of the doc- 


trines of grace. If this can be, the doctrine of 
the perseverance of the saints is cut up by the 
roots. For, if the wicked are all destroyed before 
the millennium begins, I think we must admit 
there will be no wicked left. During the millen- 
nium, therefore, or at least at its commencement, 
according to this view, the nations will be all 
righteous. They will be composed, in other 
words, of justified people,—all clothed with the 
righteousness of Christ; justified by faith—before 
faith was changed to sight, by the personal 
appearing of Jesus in the clouds of heaven, in 
the glory of his Father, with all his holy angels. 
Now, the Apostle tells us, in Romans 8th, that 
whom the Lord justified, he also sanctified, and 


whom he sanctified, he also glorified. Where 
10* 
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then, we may well ask, is Satan to find the ma-.. 
terial out of which to raise his army, when after. 
his release from the bottomless pit, he goes forth 
again to deceive the nations? None but the re- | 
deemed, none but Christ’s chosen, justified, sanc- ; 
tified, and. millennially glorified people are to be 
found on the face of the earth? Shall the Devil, 
deceive the very elect? 

Our Saviour tells us, on one occasion, that at a 
certain period, ‘‘if it were possible,” the emissa- 
ries of Satan ‘should deceive the very elect,” and 
this language, ‘if it were possible,” is a plain in- 
timation, as I think all will admit, that such a ca- 
lamity is beyond the range of things possible. 
And shall the Devil, then, prevail against Christ’s 
own redeemed, in the very presence of their glo- 
rified Saviour? If this thing was not possible 
during his bodily absence, shall it be accomplished 
when he is bodily present? Where, then, does 
Satan, we ask again, find in this new earth, 
wherein dwelleth righteousness, the material for 
his last tremendous assault upon the Church of 
the living God? NowI think we require no fur- 
ther proof to convince us, that the application es 
that prophecy of St. Peter, respecting the new 
heavens and the new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteousness, to the millennial kingdom of 
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Christ, is absolutely and irremediably erroneous. 
No man who holds the doctrines of grace as Paul 
held them, can be content with such a dilapidated 
scheme as this would offer to our faith. The 
whole theory respecting the millennium, as held 
by the Adventists, is contrary to the teachings of 
the prophets of God, since the world began. “It 
shall come to pass in the last days,” says Isaiah, 
‘that the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be 
established in the top of the mountains, and shall 
be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall 
flow unto it.”” In the symbolic language of pro- 
phecy, ‘‘a mountain” denotes a state, or kingdom. 
The mountain of Moab is the kingdom of Moab. 
The mountain of Samaria is the state or kingdom 
of Samaria. “The mountain of the Lord’s 
house,”’ is, therefore, the kingdom of the Lord’s 
house. The Lord’s house, or the house of the 
Lord, is commonly used in the prophetic language 
of the Bible, and even in that diction which is 
not prophetic, as symbolizing the Church of God. 
So Paul, giving directions to Timothy, says, 
“That thou mayest know how to behave thyself 
in the house of God, which is the church of the 
living God.” And again, in his epistle to the He- 
brews, he speaks of “‘ Christ as ason over his own 
house, whose house are we.” ‘The mountain 
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of the Lord’s house,” is, therefore, the kingdom 
of the Church of Christ on earth. The nature of 
that kingdom we need not stop to explain. It has 
been sufficiently set forth in a former chapter, 
and from Christ’s own declaration, it has been 
shown to be spiritual, affecting no other su- 
premacy save that of holiness and love. Now the 
-prophet in the passage before us, declares the 
divine decree, that this kingdom of Christ, in its 
spiritual supremacy, shall be established in the top 
of the mountains, or kingdoms of the earth, and 
shall be exalted above the hills, and all nations 
shall flow unto it. This evidently portrays the 
triumph of those principles of righteousness which 
Jesus Christ has proclaimed, and which shall be 
established in the earth. The doctrines of eternal 
truth and righteousness, of peace and love and good 
will to men, shall be exalted to the very top of the 
mountains, controlling the conduct and adminis- 
tration of political governments. They shal] sug- 
gest the counsels by which the nations shall be 
ruled, and so diffuse the blessings which flow from 
obedience to the law of God. ‘And many people - 
shall say, Come ye, and let us go up to the moun- 
tain of the Lord—to the house of the God of Jacob; 
and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk 
in his paths; for out of Zion shall go forth the 
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law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.” 
Do you ask, how are the nations, according to 
God’s plan, to learn righteousness? The answer 
comes to you, in the words of the prophet, ‘ Out 

of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of 
the Lord from Jerusalem.” Zion is another type 
of the Church of God, as Jerusalem is also, and 
obviously, because under the Jewish dispensation, 
the Lord’s house was at Jerusalem, and Zion was 
the loftiest mountain on which Jerusalem was 
built: the pertinence of these symbols, therefore, 
in their relation to the Church of God, is suffi- 
ciently manifest without farther proof. And let 
me remark, in passing, though it be a digression, 
that when Dr. Richardson visited this locality, 
some years ago, one part of it supported a crop of 
barley, and another was undergoing the labor of 
the plough; a circumstance which presents a re- 
markable fulfilment of the prophecy of Micah 3: 
12,— Therefore shall Zion for your sakes be 
ploughed, as a field, and Jerusalem shall become 
heaps.” 

In the last times, ‘the law shall go out of Zion, 
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.”’ The 
principles of righteousness and peace shall be 
promulgated by the Church of God, and the na- 
tions of the earth shall rejoice to hear them, and 
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in the fear of God shall render cheerful obedience 
to the Gospel of Christ. The language of the 
prophet would seem to indicate also that this is 
a progressive work. It is to be accomplished, 
not by one event, overwhelming all opposition in 
the violent termination of former disorders, but 
by the gradual, though still rapid dissemination 
of the truth of the Gospel; for, it is added, ‘“‘he 
shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke 
many people;’” correcting their mistakes, re- 
proving their errors in judgment and in practice, 
removing ancient prejudices, rooting out the false 
principles by which human governments and ad- 
ministrations are so often perverted, establishing 
the law of equity between nations, and, in com- 
munities, between man and man, taking away all 
occasions of misapprehension and offence, casting 
out the stumbling-blocks from the path of peace- 
ful intercourse, and thus rendering war and dis- 
cord impossible; and so it follows, in the words 
of the prophet, ‘“‘They shall beat their swords 
into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning- 
hooks. Nation shall not lft up sword against 
nation, neither shall they learn war any more.” 
The Lord, of whom the prophet speaks, shall ac- 
complish this by his law and his word going forth 
out of Zion and from Jerusalem, which are the 
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types of his Church; and so Jesus shall reign 
upon the earth, and his saints with him. Now, 
the language of the prophet, indicating, as it does, 
this gradual and successful conversion of the na- 
tions to righteousness during the millennial period, 
implied by the establishing of the mountain of 
the Lord’s house in the top of the mountains, 
presents, in its legitimate inferences, the scrip- 
tural portraiture of the world during that period. 
It leads us to the conclusion, not that absolute 
perfection will obtain in every department of hu- 
man society; because, in that case, there would 
be no differences to settle, and no wrongs to re- 
prove or rebuke; but it is expressly foretold that, 
by his law and his word, Christ “shall judge 
among the nations, and shall rebuke many peo- 
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ple.” Absolute perfection is incompatible with 
the presence of sin in the world, and it is nowhere 
affirmed in the Scripture that sin shall be utterly 
banished from the earth during the thousand 
years. The prestige of sin will be destroyed, we 
admit, by the chaining of Satan, and his imprison- 
ment in the bottomless pit. It will be shorn of 
its strength, for it will no longer be aggravated 
by the power of the Devil, and its deceitfulness 
will no longer be intensified by his malicious and 
lying perversions of righteousness and truth; but 
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sin will still exist in the world,—sin will still | 
dwell in this body of death. The saints of God 
will still be encompassed with infirmities; and 
the fruits of sin, though greatly modified and re- 
strained, will still be present in the earth. This 
is proved by the very predictions which extol the 
exalted condition of the world during that millen- 
nial period. The curse, though lightened, will 
not be removed. Death will still pass upon all 
men, because that all have sinned. Human life 
will be greatly prolonged, but men will still die. 
A single quotation will suffice as a proof of this 
view. In the 65th chapter of Isaiah, we read 
these words: “I will rejoice in Jerusalem and 
joy in my people; and the voice of weeping shall 
be no more heard in her, nor the voice of crying. 
There shall be no more thence an infant of 
days, nor an old man that hath not filled his 
days; for the child shall die a hundred years old; 
but the sinner, being a hundred years old, shall 
be accursed.”’ 

Men will therefore die, even during this period 
of the exaltation of Jerusalem; but the people of 
the Lord will not be taken away in early life, as 
they now are, from the evil to come. The wailing 
of mothers over their little children, snatched 
from the cradle by the ruthless hand of death, in 
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their infancy, shall no more be poured forth; 
‘‘that voice of weeping shall no more be heard 
‘in her, neither the voice of crying,’—‘‘for the 
child shall die a hundred years old,’’—meaning, 
that death, even at that age, will be regarded as 
an early departure from the world. The sorrows 
of bereavement, though still felt, will be greatly 
assuaged by the power of an augmented faith. 
The transition from the land of Beulah to the 
Paradise of God will be appreciated then, as it 
cannot be now, as a going from strength to 
strength, and a translation from the garden of 
grace to the paradise of glory; and the very grave 
will be filled with a light, which the dim vision 
of our faith, clouded by tears of sorrow, struggling 
with unbelief, cannot now so clearly discern. 
Sinners will still dwell in the earth, in those days, 
for it is written, “the sinner being a hundred 
years old shall be accursed.” Though he live to 
be a hundred years old, his alienation from God,— 
his known hostility to the Gospel,—shall shroud 
his death in the darkness of divine displeasure. 
With this view established in our minds (and it 
seems to me, the language of the prophet is so 
plain, that nothing short of wilful perversion can 
append any other meaning), we see at a glance, 
that the idea of the pre-millennial advent of Christ, 
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accompanied, as that is represented, by the de- 
struction of the wicked, and the establishment of 
a kingdom of unmixed righteousness, is not tena- 
ble. It cannot be maintained on the ground of 
the Scriptures. The prophets, since the world 
began, are against it. Perhaps, then, some one 
will say, what advantage is there in this establish- 
ment of the mountain of the Lord’s house in the 
top of the mountains? ‘You tell us, says an ob- 
jector, that sin will still be in the world, during 
this reign of Christ with his martyred saints, for 
a thousand years. Death will still divide the 
sway over the nations with the Redeemer, and 
sorrow and sickness will still throw their dark 
shadows over the travailing and afflicted world. 
What then is gained in the millennium? Much 
every way. Is it nothing, think you, that Satan 
is chained in the bottomless pit, and that the 
dominion of the prince of power of the air over 
the nations, is taken from him? Is it nothing, 
that the subtlety with which the Devil now per- 
verts the right ways of the Lord, can no longer 
be put forth? Nothing, that the minds of men, 
of communities, of nations, can no longer be be- 
wildered and deceived by false principles of 
honor, and justice, and by the lying suggestions 
of that wicked one and his emissaries? Is it 
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@ nothing, that Rome, the apostate harlot, who has 


made the nations drink, through so many, many 
centuries, of that cup filled with the wine of her 
adulterous departures from the faith—nothing 
that Rome has been cast, by the avenging angel 
of our insulted Saviour, like a great millstone, 
into the sea of God’s- wrath, and that she shall 
be found no more at all forever? Oh! look at the 
power of that thraldom as it stands forth, blurring 
the page of history with innocent blood, and 
debasing every nation that wears her yoke of de- 
grading bondage, and need we wonder that, when 
she sinks down into the fiery bed which God has 
prepared for her, the challenge is sounded forth, 
“Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and ye holy 
apostles and prophets, for God hath avenged you 
on her?’ Well may heaven and earth rejoice in 
that day, “for in her was found the blood of 
prophets and of saints and of all that were slain 
upon the earth.” Therefore, that shout goes up 
to God’s throne, “ Alleluia, salvation, and glory, 
and honor, and power unto the Lord our God; 
for true and righteous are his judgments; for he 
hath judged the great whore, which did corrupt 
the earth with her fornication, and hath avenged 
the blood of his servants at her hand; and again 
they said, Alleluia. And her smoke rose up for- 
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ever and ever; and the four and twenty elders 
and the four living creatures fell down and wor- 
shipped God that sat on the throne, saying Amen, 
Alleluia; and a voice came out of the throne, say- 
ing, Praise our God, all ye his servants and ye 
that fear him, both small and great.” Is it no 
advantage that apostate Rome is thus destroyed 
amid the acclamations of rejoicing prophets and 
apostles, and much people in heaven? Is it 
nothing, too, that the man of sin,—the son of 
perdition,—that Wicked One, whose coming is 
after the working of Satan, with all power and 
signs and lying wonders,—the false prophet that 
shall work wonders before the despotic beast of 
Europe is taken and slain, and that with this 
infidel Antichrist, the despotisms of Europe, sym- 
bolized by the Beast, are destroyed and ground to 
powder? Is it nothing, that the Euphrates is 
dried up, and the power of Mahommedan delusion 
is broken and utterly taken out of the way? 

Is it nothing that the veil which now covers the 
face of the Jews shall be removed; and that, be- 
fore the millennium, they shall turn to Jesus as 
their Messiah, and go forth as heralds of the Gos- 
pel of that grace and glory which once they re- 
jected and despised? Imagine, if you can, this 
world planted to-day on such vantage ground, 
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and say, would it not be a glorious reformation, 
and a stupendous improvement upon the present 
order? Take away the power of the Devil, and 
of the Pope, and of Mahomet, and of the thousand 
Protean forms of infidelity; cut up that whole 
generation of vipers which cover the earth with 
their slime, and poison its fruits with their venom ; 
drive the last hissing remnant into the covert of 
the rubbish under which they will cower during 
those thousand years; take away the hardness of 
Jewish unbelief from the hearts of God’s ancient 
covenant people; send forth the choicest of those 
four millions of the children of Abraham as cham- 
pions of the Gospel of salvation, filled with the 
Holy Ghost, and fired with the wise enthusiasm 
of the love of Christ, and tell me, what would be 
the result of this world’s deliverance from the 
bondage of the Devil and his angels? It would 
be the fulfilment of the word of the Lord, spoken 
by the prophet Isaiah, “It shall come to pass in 
the last days, that the mountain of the Lord’s 
house shall be established in the top of the moun- 
tains, and shall be exalted above the hills.”” Then, 
who does not see that, with the termination of 
injustice and oppression, of cruelty and deceit, 
with the establishment of righteousness in every 


statute book, and in every provision of human 
Li* 
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legislation and human jurisprudence; with art 
and science, sanctified by the truth of God, and 
holiness to the Lord, graven upon the walls of 
our high places, and the whole earth drinking in 
the rain of righteousness, and the nations rejoic- 
ing in the blessing of the Holy Spirit, and Christ 
all and in all everywhere, and in all places; and 
the Lord God, and his truth, and his saints, alone 
exalted in that day: We ask, who does not see that 
this world would be renovated by the power of 
holiness, and every mountain and every hill break 
forth into singing, and the very trees of the forest 
clap their hands and wave their branches in holy 
joy before the Lord Jesus Christ, the King of na- 
tions and of saints? Oh! this is the reign of 
Jesus. So he shall reign,—reign from the river 
to the ends of the earth; and the ends of the world 
shall see his salvation, and rejoice in it; and the 
knowledge of the Lord shall cover the earth, even 
as the waters cover the sea; and the kingdom, 
and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole 
heaven, shall be given to*him whose right it is. 
In all those borders, violence shall be heard no 
more. ‘The earth shall rest in the holy quiet of a 
millennial Sabbath; it shall tremble no more under 
the shock of contending armies. Human pro- 
gress shall no more be retarded by the desolations 
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and the moral pestilence of war; those cruel 
passions shall be laid; the Devil shall be bound; 
superstition and idolatry shall flee away, and seek 
their hiding-place with moles and bats; then shall 
the earth yield her increase, and the vision of 
the evangelical prophet shall be made real in the 
experience of the world. ‘They shall build 
houses, and inhabit them; and they shall plant 
vineyards, and eat the fruit of them. They shall 
not build, and another inhabit; they shall not 
plant, and another eat; for, as the days of a tree 
are the days of my people; and mine elect shall 
long enjoy the work of their hands. They shall 
not labor in vain, nor bring forth for trouble; for 
they are the seed of the blessed of the Lord, and 
their offspring with them. And it shall come to 
pass, that before they call, I will answer; and 
while they are yet speaking, I will hear. The 
wolf and the lamb shall feed together, and the 
lion shall eat straw like the bullock, and dust 
shall be the serpent’s meat. They shall not hurt, 
nor destroy in all my holy mountain, saith the 
Lord.’”’” Even so come, Lord Jesus; yea, come 
quickly ! 
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THE FIRST RESURRECTION AND THE SPIRITUAL REIGN. 


“And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key 
of the bottomless pit, and a great chain in his hand; and he laid 
hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and 
Satan, and bound him a thousand years, and cast him into the 
bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that 
he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years. 
should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little sea- 
son, And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judg- 
ment was given unto them: and J saw the souls of them that 
were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, 
and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, 
neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their 
hands ; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years. 
But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years 
were finished. This 7s the first resurrection. Blessed and holy 
is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second 
death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of 
Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.”—Rav. 20 : 
1-6. 


Amone the precursors of the millennium, the- 
restoration of the Jews has already been indicated 
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as an event which is worthy of special considera- 
tion. This topic, however, is so broad and com- 
prehensive, that we prefer treating it as a distinct 
subject, and we therefore pass to the theme sug- 
gested by the words of our text, which constitute, 
in fact, the very citadel of the doctrine of the mil- 
lennium. Concurrent testimony has been adduced 
from the Word of God, as evidence that the 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ in the power and 
glory of heaven, as the Mighty Judge of the living 
and the dead, is to follow and not to precede the 
millennium—and if any farther corroboration of 
the argument already advanced were needed, it is 
furnished with overwhelming demonstration in 
this twentieth chapter of the Revelation of St. 
John. The words from the first to the sixth verse 
inclusively, relate strictly to the millennial pe- 
riod. The four verses following, seventh, eighth, 
ninth, and tenth, narrate the history of the last 
conflict with Satan, when, loosed out of his prison, 
he goes forth to deceive the nations, which are in 
the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, 
to gather them together to battle; the number of 
whom is as the sand of the sea. They go up to 
compass the camp of the saints, and the beloved 
city, and fire from God, out of heaven, devours 
them. Satan is cast into hell, and there suffers 
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the vengeance which is forever and ever. And, 
after this, we read the story of the judgment of 
the great day, accompanied by the appearing of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. “And I saw a great white 
throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face 
the earth and the heaven fled away; and there 
was found no place for them. And I saw the 
dead, small and great, stand before God: and the 
books were opened ; and another book was opened, 
which is the book of life: and the dead were 
judged out of those things which were written in 
the books, according to their works. And the sea 
gave up the dead which were in it; and death and 
hell delivered up the dead which were in them: 
and they were judged every man according to 
their works, and death and hell were cast into the 
lake of fire. This is the second death. And who- 
soever was not found written in the book of life 
was cast into the lake of fire.” That the second 
coming of Christ is indicated in this passage, re- 
quires no further evidence than the words them- 
selves furnish: “I saw a great white throne, and 
him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and 
the heaven fled away. And I saw the dead, small 
and great, stand before God.” Compare this lan- 
guage with our Saviour’s prediction in the twenty- 
fifth chapter of Matthew,—“ When the Son of 
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Man shall come in his glory, and all the holy 
angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne 
of his glory, and before him shall be gathered all 
nations,’—and it would seem as though it were 
almost a waste of words, to labor to establish the 
identity of the import of these two passages. If 
this be admitted, then, the second coming of 
Christ, beyond all doubt, follows the millennium. 
The context furnishes corroboration of another 
point, to which we have made incidental allusion 
on a former occasion. The new heaven and the 
new earth, foretold by Isaiah, chapter 65, by the 
Apostle Peter, ii Pet. 3:18, and described by 
St. John, in Rev. 21, cannot be regarded as a por- 
traiture of the millennial kingdom, because the 
new dispensation follows the destruction of the 
world. St. John says, “I saw a new heaven and 
anew earth; for the first heaven and the first 
- earth were passed away: and there was no more 
sea.”” This is the order followed by the Apostle 
Peter, also, for he says: ‘The day of the Lord 
will come as a thief in the night: in the which the 
heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and 
the elements shall melt with fervent heat; the 
earth also, and the works that are therein, shall 
be burned up. 

“Seeing then, that all these things shall be dis- 
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‘solved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in 
all holy conversation and godliness, looking for 
and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, 
wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dis- 
solved, and the elements shall melt with fervent 
heat? Nevertheless, we, according to his promise, 
look for new heavens ‘and a new earth, wherein 
dwelleth righteousness.” This new heaven and 
the new earth, therefore, denote, not the condition 
of the world during the thousand years, but the 
everlasting habitation of the Lord’s redeemed 
people—the place prepared by Jesus for those 
to whom he will say, ‘‘Come, ye blessed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world.’ Confusion 
inextricable is involved in the mistakes which 
many good men have made, at this very point. 
By representing the new heaven and the new 
earth as the aspect of the millennial glory, the 
whole subject becomes a network of contradic- 
tion, in which the feet of many an honest pilgrim 
have been sadly entangled to his sore detention, 
if not to his serious hurt. We might gather addi- 
tional confirmations of the truth, which we have 
endeavored to establish, but believing, as we do, 
in all sincerity, that the proof which has already 
been presented, is a sufficient demonstration of 
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the doctrine that the second coming of Christ is 
a post-millennial event; that it 1s to occur not 
before, but after the thousand years, during which 
Satan is bound, we shall consider this part of our 
subject proved, and proceed at once to the con- 
sideration of the important topic presented in the 
text. This passage of the Revelation is, in fact, 
the great foundation and pillar of the truth, that 
for a thousand years, Christ’s kingdom of righte- 
ousness shall be established in the earth. The 
question has sometimes been asked, are these 
thousand years to be regarded ‘as symbolic or 
prophetic years, or is the term to be understood 
literally ? In other words, do the thousand years 
indicate a prophetic period, in which every day 
stands for a year, or do they mean simply a thou- 
sand years in the ordinary acceptation of the 
words? In the one ease, of course, the millen- 
nium would last 360,000 years, in the other only 
one thousand? We understand the term literally, 
and for the following reasons: The word year is 
never used symbolically in the prophetic writings, 
in a single instance. When the prophets employ 
that word, they always present it in its literal 
signification. Daniel uses the word time to denote 
a prophetic year of 860 days,—that being the 
ancient measure of a year. So, in speaking of 
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the duration of the apostacy, he gives as its sum, 
a time, times, and the dividing of time, or one 
year, two years, and half a year, making three 
years and a half, or 1260 days; and, according to 
the rule given by the Lord to Ezekiel, in which 
he says, ‘‘I have appointed each day for a year,”’ 
we understand the term as indicating the number 
of years by days. Precisely so, when months and 
weeks are employed as prophetic periods, we 
estimate the duration by the number of days, in- 
cluded in the given period, each day representing 
a natural, or literal year. The word year, when 
employed by the prophets, being always used in 
_its literal acceptation, we can see no reason for 
departing, in this instance, from a rule which, in 
every other case, is absolute. Then again, the 
law of analogy would seem to demand the rejec- 
tion of the idea, that the thousand years of 
Christ’s reign are a prophetic period, denoting 
360,000. The millennium seems to occupy a 
position in the history of the world, similar to 
that which the Sabbath holds in the week. In 
six days, God created the heaven and the earth, 
and rested on the seventh. Six days of toil and 
labor are followed, from the creation down, by a 
day of rest. Now the Apostle Peter, after de- 
claring, that as the old world was destroyed by 
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water, so the heavens and the earth which are 
now, by the same word are kept in store reserved 
unto fire against the day of judgment and per- 
dition of ungodly men, adds with profound sig- 
nificance: ‘ But, beloved, be not ignorant of this 
one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years as one 
day.” Six thousand years of labor may then, 
peradventure (for we do not quote this passage as 
a positive, but rather as a possible indication of 
this idea), precede the thousand years of Sabbatic 
rest, and so this world may fulfil its week, until 
the last scenes are ushered in, which end, with 
its destruction by fire, the perdition of ungodly 
men, and the creation of the new heaven and the 
new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness. 

The language of the 20th chapter of Revelation 
is eminently symbolic. The terms of the pro- 
phecy are manifestly figurative. The angel having 
the key of the bottomless pit, and the great chain 
in his hand, the binding of Satan, the setting of a 
seal upon him, are all emblematic of the truth, 
that Satan will be deprived of the liberty which 
he now uses to the detriment of the cause of 
righteousness. Satan is a spirit; and the key, the 
chain, the binding, and the seal are significant of 
the restraint under which he shall be held during 
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the thousand years. A great amount of needless 
and acrimonious controversy has been expended 
on both sides by those who are called respectively 
Literalists and Spiritualists. We should be very 
sorry to have either name applied to us, because 
we regard both as equally disingenuous, and as, in 
fact and in truth, not fairly belonging to intelli- 
gent persons on either side of the question. The 
millenarians are sometimes called Literalists, 
and, indeed, frequently assume the title of their 
own accord, in order to indicate that they under- 
stand the prophecies literally. They apply the 
‘term Spiritualists to those who hold that Christ’s 
reign during the millennium will be spiritual, and 
not personal; and, in addition, they invariably 
charge upon us the fallacy of a spiritual inter- 
pretation of all the prophecies as a legitimate 
inference from our premises. If we were to attempt 
to throw ridicule upon the so-called Literalists, by 
caricaturing their principle, they would have just 
cause of complaint. Nothing, indeed, would be 
more easy; and, adopting the unguarded style of 
many of them as a criterion, nothing, we may add, 
would be more just ; but when we know that every 
well-informed man among them defines his posi- 
tion as simply amounting to this, that every event 
denoted in prophecy is to be literally accom- 
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plished, be the language figurative, or simply 
indicative, we cannot hold them to inferences 
which they repudiate. We too, hold, as an essen- 
tial principle, that every event portrayed in pro- 
phecy, either has been, or will be literally accom- 
plished; but we are surely not unreasonable, in 
requesting those who differ from us, to remem- 
ber that, in this instance, they are begging the 
question, when they take for granted that the 
event at issue is such as they suppose. The event, 
or fact, or series of facts, designated in the text, 
will be literally fulfilled. Satan will be bound 
for a thousand years; Christ will reign upon the © 
earth, and his saints will reign with him. So far 
we agree; but we differ as to the nature of that 
reign, they holding the personal, and we the 
spiritual reign, to be the true interpretation of the 
symbols; and surely, they must first prove that 
the reign is to be personal, and show the harmony 
of their theory with the entire system of the Gos- 
pel, before they can claim the application of the 
literal principle. How pitiful is such a course of 
argumentation, as we sometimes hear, when men 
speak on this wise: When God foretold that the 
flood would come upon the earth, in the days of 
Noah, he meant what he said literally, and the 
flood came. When he denounced the vengeance 
iF 


138 THE FIRST RESURRECTION AND 


of fire from heaven upon the cities of the plain, 
the prediction was literally fulfilled, and Sodom 
and Gomorrah were burned to ashes. When he . 
foretold that the Jews should be driven out of the 
promised land, and scattered among the nations 
of the earth, and become a hissing and a reproach 
among the nations, the event proved that the pre- 
diction was literally fulfilled, and so on to the end 
of the chapter; but who does not see that these 
prophecies were not symbolic, but plainly and 
simply indicative—that there was not a trope, not 
a metaphor, not a figure of speech about them? 
The case is very different, when the Lord speaks 
through Ezekiel, or Daniel, and clothes the pro- 
phecy in symbolic or emblematic language. When 
he tells of the river that flows from the sanctuary, 
are we to look for a literal fulfilment of the terms 
in the subsequent experience of the world, or of 
the Church? No, but we expect the event, typi- 
fied by those symbols, to be nevertheless literally 
accomplished. i i 
When the prophet Daniel speaks of that terrible 
image, whose feet are part iron and part clay, and 
which is broken in pieces by collision with the 
stone cut out of the mountain without hands, and 
which afterwards becomes a great mountain, and 
fills the whole earth, everything depends, does it 
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not, upon the interpretation which is put upon 
those symbols? The event, we are agreed, will 
be fulfilled; but in the interpretation we.may dif- 
fer, and hence we say, the application of the terms 
Literalists, or Spiritualists, to intelligent men of 
either party, on such questions, is foolish and ab- 
surd. Soin the case before us, the events, indi- 
cated by the symbols of thrones, and souls, and 
the mark of the beast and his image, and the first 
resurrection, will be literally fulfilled; but may not 
the spiritual reign of Christ be as much the sub- 
ject of these prophetic types as the personal ? 
That the saints will have authority and influ- 
ence, and controlling influence, during the mil- 
lennium, is plainly indicated by the symbol of the 
thrones on which they sit. But what are we to 
understand by the souls of the martyrs, who live 
and reign with Christ a thousand years, and whose 
revival from the dead is spoken of as the first re- 
surrection? At this very point those who con- 
tend for the literal rendering, are most flagrantly 
recreant to their principles. They invariably re- 
present this resurrection as though it were a resur- 
- rection of the bodies of the saints; but that word 
body is not in the record. Read it, and you will 
find it is a resurrection of souls. ‘And I saw 
thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment 
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was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them 
that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and 
for the word of God, and which had not wor- 
shipped the beast neither his image, neither had 
received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their 
hands: and they lived and reigned with Christ a 
thousand years. But the rest of the dead lived 
not again until the thousand years were finished. 
This is the first resurrection.” It is therefore a 
resurrection of souls, and the very language im- 
plies its symbolic character. Juterally it cannot 
be received, without violence to the entire analogy 
of Scripture; for the resurrection of a soul would 
imply that the soul had been asleep or dead in the 
period preceding its revival. This we know is 
not the doctrine of the Scriptures. To the peni- 
tent thief on the cross, Jesus said, ‘‘ This day shalt 
thou be with me in Paradise.”’ St. Paul says, “I 
desire to depart, and to be with Christ ;” and 
again—“‘ absent from the body, present with the 
Lord.” “ We that are in this tabernacle do groan, 
being burdened, not for that we would be un- 
clothed, but clothed upon, that mortality may be 
swallowed up of life.”” We know, the idea that the 
soul sleeps during the period of the body’s rest 
in the grave, has been held by some who profess 
to believe the Gospel, and we grieve to say, that 
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Archbishop Whately has lent the sanction of his 
great name to this heathenish doctrine. We say 
heathenish, and we say it deliberately, for it is un- 
worthy of any man who knows and loves the 
Gospel of Christ. The soul never loses its con- 
sciousness, when it leavesthis body. Christ is its 
life, and behold, He lives forever! Some of the 
more consistent advocates of the personal reign, 
and who are literalists indeed, have found it ne- 
cessary for the maintenance of their theory of the 
millennium, to advocate this very doctrine of the 
suspended animation of the soul, for they have 
felt the force of this language of St. John, in the 
Apocalypse, and admit that he speaks of a resur- 
rection of souls, and not of bodies. Wesaytheyare 
consistent; but is not that a terrible consistency, 
which compels men to embrace a view so utterly 
at variance with the precious consolations of the 
Gospel, and so revolting to the very heart of a be- 
liever in Jesus? And yet, if we are to understand 
this resurrection of souls literally, we can see no 
alternative. Are we not, then, compelled to re- 
gard this resurrection as a symbolic expression ? 
We can find no case that is strictly parallel to 
this use of the word resurrection in the whole 
Bible; but an analogous instance is presented in 
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those prophecies, which represent Elias as the fore- 
runner of Christ, and which Jesus himself tells us 
were fulfilled in the mission of John the Baptist, 
who came in the spirit and power of Elias; for our 
Lord himself says to his disciples, speaking of 
John, ‘‘and if ye will hear, this is Elias, which 
was to come.” Elias, or Elijah, is mentioned by 
name as the forerunner of the Messiah; and yet 
that name was used symbolically to denote John 
the Baptist, because of their resemblance to each 
other, in personal characteristics. This similarity 
was a symbolic resurrection of the soul of Elias 
in the person of John the Baptist; and, in a 
similar sense, the resurrection of the souls of 
them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus 
and for the word of God may denote the raising 
up of men and women endowed with the spirit 
and power of the martyred saints. We admit 
this passage is a difficult one—one of the most 
difficult, in the entire range of symbolic pro- 
phecy; but, the adoption of the literal theory 
in this instance, presents insuperable difficul- 
ties, because it destroys the analogy of faith 
and unhinges and shatters its doctrines; whilst 
the view which we have presented, is at least in 
harmony with the Gospel. This resurrection of 
souls is a symbolic expression. It cannot be re- 
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garded as a resurrection of the bodies of the 
saints, among other considerations, for this obvi- 
ous reason, that it would be not a resurrection of 
all the saints of God, but only of those who have 
suffered martyrdom; and neither Christ nor his 
Apostles teach, that any such preference or dis- 
tinction will be observed in the resurrection. 
Jesus says, the hour is coming, when all that are 
in the grave shall hear his voice and shall come 
forth,—they that have done good to the resurrec- 
tion of life. Besides, the resurrection of the 
saints does not occur until the coming of Christ, 
which we have already shown to be subsequent 
to the millennium; and St. Paul, speaking of the 
resurrection of the just, says: “As in Adam all 
die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. But 
every man in his own order: Christ, the first 
fruits,—afterwards, they that are Christ’s at his 
coming.” Now, the saints, who have died peace- 
fully in their beds, are as much Christ’s redeemed 
and beloved people, as they who, for the witness 
of Jesus and the word of God, have yielded up 
their lives, like Stephen and Paul and Peter, 
under the violence of their murderers. Are we 
to understand that the resurrection of life will be 
divided, and that before the millennium, or at its 
beginning, the martyrs of Jesus will be raised up, 
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and other believers, only on the last day? We say 
no ; for Jesus himself, Jesus who is the resurrection 
and the life, makes no such discrimination, but 
declares, most emphatically: “ This is the Father’s 
will which hath sent me, that of atu which he 
hath given me, I should lose nothing, but should 
raise it up again at the last day. And this is the 
will of him that sent me, that EVERY ong which 
seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have 
everlasting life, and I will raise him up at the last 


29 


day.” And again: “No man can come to me, 
except the Father which hath sent me, draw him, 
_ and I will raise him up at the last day.”’ Plainly, 
our Lord does not discriminate here, between the 
martyrs and others who believe in him; on the 
contrary, he intimates that, without a single ex- 
ception, all departed believers shall be raised up at 
the last day. Here he speaks of the resurrection 
of the dead bodies of his believing people; and if 
they shall al? be raised at that day, will not the 
martyrs be raised twice, if they have been already 
called out of their graves at the beginning of the 
millennium? If our Lord had known that his 
martyred saints should have the precedence in 
the resurrection of life, by more than a thousand 
years, would not some intimation of that fact 
have been given, on one or another of the many 
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occasions, in which he speaks of the resurrection 
of life? Would he invariably have failed to make 
any allusion to such discrimination, if it had been 
part of the counsel of God the Father, from all 
eternity? Surely the fact of his silence on this 
speciality, taken in connection with the peculiar 
language of this symbolic prophecy, in which 
St. John speaks of the revival of the souls of the 
martyrs as the first resurrection, should have no 
small weight in determining the interpretation of 
the passage. The language of this prophecy 
stands without a parallel in the book of God. 
We can place our finger on no collateral passage 
which literally corresponds with it. 

It is true, the Apostle Peter speaks of eight souls 
being saved in the ark, but in that passage the 
word is used in accordance with an idiom common 
alike to the English language, which substitutes 
the word souls for persons. This, however, is 
something entirely different from the idea of the 
resurrection of the souls of the martyrs. If we 
regard this expression in connection with the ana- 
logous case, already mentioned, that of John the 
Baptist, whose coming is foretold as the advent 
of Elias, because John came in the spirit and 
power of that prophet, the language is not only 


intelligible, but it is in harmony with the doctrine 
13 
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of Christ and his Apostles respecting the resur- 
rection. When we consider, also, that it accords 
with a common form of expression, in all lan- 
guages, in which men speak of notable characters 
being raised up in any period, we find another 
confirmation of this view. How often do we read 
and hear it said that God raised up Luther, and 
Calvin, and Whitfield, and others who. gave cha- 
racter to the age in which they lived; and so in 
the millennium, we say, he will radse up men ani- 
mated with the souls of the martyrs. So the slain 
witnesses, Rev. 11, are represented, after their 
dead bodies have lain unburied three days and a 
half, as standing again upon their feet; when 
others, filled with the same spirit of God out of 
heaven, renew their testimony to the Gospel of 
Jesus. So, again, the Papal beast, which had re- 
ceived the wound of death (z. e. the despotic civil 
power), is said to live again in the succession of the 
antichristian infidel beast, which rises upon the 
destruction ofits predecessors. “ But,”’ it is added, 
‘““the rest of the dead lived not again until the 
thousand years were finished.” The rest of the 
dead, by which we understand the enemies of the 
Church of Christ, live again, at the end of the 
thousand years, in the succession of enemies of 
the Gospel, when Satan is loosed, and gathers 
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them to battle against the Lord and against his 
Anointed. This view seems to me to be consistent 
and harmonious throughout; it is sustained by 
strong analogies; it contradicts no doctrine of the 
Bible; it introduces no jarring elements of con- 
fusion; and it preserves the order of the great 
truths of the Scripture in a firm and unbroken 
chain; whereas, the literal rendering introduces 
endless antagonisms and contradictions, which 
leave the mind bewildered in a labyrinth of per- 
plexing difficulties. Other objections to the sys- 
tem might be named, such as the translation of 
the redeemed from scenes of celestial happiness 
to the turmoil of a world still the abode of sin and 
death, throughout the millennium,—a recompense 
of their faithfulness, even unto death, not in ac- 
cordance, it would seem, with the glorious pro- 
mise of the ‘“‘ crown of life.” Admit that the bene- 
diction of heaven is poured upon them who have 
part in the first resurrection, in the words, “ Blessed 
and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrec- 
tion; on such, the second death hath no power.” 
What does this add to the greater blessing which 
has already been pronounced and dispensed to 
the pious dead in these precious words: ‘* Write— 
Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from 
henceforth; yea, saith the Spirit, for they rest 
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from their labors, and their works do follow 
them?” Are they not already safe from the 
second death? Do the martyrs rest from their 
labors, when they are called up from their graves, 
a thousand years in advance of their brethren, to 
take part again in the trials and toils of a world 
which is still not freed from the blight of sin? 
Does not the very language of the promise which 
assures them who have part in the first resurrec- 
tion, that they shall be safe from the second death, 
imply that they are not already, naturally and of 
necessity, free from its danger; and that, there- 
fore, this. security is distinctly promised? Even 
as John the Baptist, who was sanctified from his 
mother’s womb, so shall these saints of God, who 
live and reign with Christ, never be hurt of the 
second death. These are they of whom it is writ- 
ten, “Thy people shall all be holy.” The Lord, 
whom they love and whom they serve, will exalt 
them, and set them to his praise, and the meek 
shall inherit the earth. He will make this world 
the land of Beulah. His Church shall be the 
vestibule of heaven. The days of his people shall 
be as the days of heaven upon earth. He will 
gather them upon the delectable mountains; and, 
when the mountain of the Lord’s house is esta- 
blished in the top of the mountains, he will show 
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them from that summit the spires of the celestial 
city, towering in the distance, and bring them 
quite to the verge of heaven. He will so magnify 
the grace of the Holy Spirit, in the power of his 
regeneration, that the glory of the Lord shall 
shine upon the earth, and gladden his saints, and 
they shall rest triumphantly in his love; living, 
it shall be Christ for them to live; a chosen gene- 
ration, aroyal priesthood, a peculiar people, show- 
ing forth the praises of him who hath called them 
out of darkness into his marvellous light; “priests 
of God and of Christ, they shall reign with him a 
thousand years.” 
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OSAP ts 
PATIENT WAITING FOR CHRIST. 


“The Lord direct your hearts unto the love of God and into 
the patient waiting for Christ.”—2 Tuuss. 3: 5. 


Tus language of the Apostle Paul is specially 
worthy of remembrance, from the fact that, in a 
former part of this epistle, he had corrected certain 
gross misapprehensions, which were prevalent 
in his day, among the Thessalonian Christians. 
He had besought them by the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together 
unto him, not to be soon shaken in mind, or to 
be troubled, neither by spirit, by word, nor by 
letter, as from him, that the day of Christ was at 
hand. He declares what the Spirit had revealed 
to him respecting the developments of divine 
providence, in the future history of the Church, 
and admonishes his brethren to stand fast, and 
hold the traditions which they had been taught, 
whether by his word or epistle, and after de- 
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claring, we have confidence in the Lord, touching 
you, that ye both do, and will do the things which 
we command you, he adds the prayer of the text: 
‘The Lord direct your hearts into the love of 
God, and into the patient waiting for Christ.” If, 
then, it was the duty of Christians in that day, to 
guard against impatience in their anticipations of 
an event, which was then so many more centuries 
distant than it is to-day, surely we, who are living 
in the period, denoted in the prophecies as the 
time of the end, have less reason to give way to 
passionate impatience, assured as we are, that a 
comparatively short intervening period remains, 
until the hope of the waiting Church on earth will 
end in glorious fruition. Our duty also is to wait 
patiently for the consummation of that redemp- 
tion, which prophets and apostles in all ages of 
the world, have so ardently desired. The provi- 
dence of God is rapidly developing the events 
which characterize the seventh or last period of 
the antecedents of the millennium, and the truth 
and grace of the Holy Spirit are manifested with 
unwonted power, in the conversion of souls to 
God. Startling and terrible as that providence 
will be, in the history of Satan’s empire, and in 
the experience of the antichristian powers of 
Hurope, when the vial of the seventh angel shall 
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be emptied into the air; still, amid all the con- 
vulsions of the world, and the overturnings of the 
strongholds of the Devil, the work of the Spirit 
of grace will not cease, but the very fulfilment of 
the prophecy of God will carry the truth of his 
word into hearts and consciences that have been 
proof against all other conviction. A stream of 
mercy always runs parallel with the floods of 
wrath; and now, when the whole civilized world 
is aghast with consternation, and every swift ship 
that crosses the Atlantic comes laden with its 
freight of rumors of impending conflict, and the 
nations are looking with anxious forebodings for 
the next tidings, as panic-stricken crowds watch 
the summit of Vesuvius when the sky is black 
with ashes, and lurid fires dart up in sheets of 
flame, and the solid earth quivers under their feet, 
and the sea swells and moans, and no man can 
tell what hour the crater of that volcano will give 
way, and the lava pour down its torrent of fire; 
now, when the wisdom of the wisest is at fault, 
and suddenly, from profoundest security, the 
world is startled from its dream of peace, and the 
first drops of that terrible vial are falling upon 
the air, and the earth begins to shudder in the 
premonitions of the earthquake, the Church of 
Christ, built upon the Rock of Ages, strong in 
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her eternal foundation—safe under the shadow 
of the Almighty, rejoices in unwonted manifesta- 
tions of the power and grace of her King, and 
blesses Him, who claims as his rightful heritage, 
the kingdom and the greatness of the kingdom 
under the whole heaven. Before we call attention 
to those signs of promise, which are special sub- 
jects of distinct prophecy, a passing remark in 
relation to the present developments of divine 
providence, on the Kuropean continent, will not 
__ be out of place. 

| We have stated, on former occasions, that the 
prophecy seems to indicate a period in which 
_ France will sway the destinies of Europe. Cer- 
tainly, no man will dispute the predominant power 
of the present imperial dynasty of that country, 
upon the affairs of Europe, when a few words cour- 
teously, though emphatically, addressed by the 
Emperor to the Austrian ambassador, at his court, 
have been sufficient to produce a panic from which, 
as yet, there has been no positive reaction. If any 
other potentate of Europe had said those few 
simple, yet significant words, to the ambassador of 
a foreign power, scarcely any notice would have 
been taken of the fact, beyond, perhaps, a para- 
graph in a court journal. So far from costing 
$60,000,000 in the depreciation of stocks, it would 


154 PATIENT WAITING FOR CHRIST. 


have produced little or no sensation. No king or 
emperorin Kurope, would, we admit, have hazarded 
such a remark to a French ambassador, at this 
day; the Czar of all the Russias dare not do it, 
but if Ae had said, “I regret that our relations 
with your country are not so good as they have 
been, but my personal feelings for the Emperor 
are unchanged’’—what would have come of it all? 
Consols would not have fallen, and the world 
would have been none the less sober, or content 
for the announcement; but if Louis Napoleon in- 
timates that he is not altogether pleased with this 
piece of foreign policy, or the other, in less than 
twenty-four hours the telegraph flashes a panic in 
London, in Berlin, in Vienna, and Constantinople. 
Strong evidence, this, we must think, of the su- 
premacy of France, and so far, we believe, it is a 
foreshadowing of the fulfilment of the prophecy 
which has been referred in its interpretation to 
that empire. It is true this matter may receive a 
temporary adjustment. We do not presume to say 
that there will be war in Europe, within six 
months, or within twelve months, but we will say, 
that it would require no ordinary degree of pre- 
sumption to assert that there will be none. 
Another fact, in this same connection, as a sign 
of the times, is worthy of notice. Many of you 
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have probably read a letter, addressed by a Mon- 
sieur Belly to the French Emperor, in which, in 
a style of most fulsome adulation, he calls upon 
Louis Napoleon to assume the protectorate of the 
Latin races in all parts of the world; or, in plain 
English, conjures him to interpose, as the cham- 
pion and defender of the Roman Catholic faith in 
all parts of the earth, and makes very emphatic 
reference to that duty in its bearings upon the 
American Continent. The press, we all know, is 
under the strictest surveillance in France. Any 
offensive remark respecting the government, or 
its administration, is promptly punished with fine 
and imprisonment, and the open publication of 
this letter, the pains that have been taken to se- 
cure its extended circulation, taken in connection 
with its style and purport, leave no room for doubt 
that it was submitted to imperial inspection, and 
received the imperial sanction before it was pub- 
lished to the world. Its tone towards this country 
is most ridiculously and bitterly abusive and in- 
sulting. Louis Napoleon is invited to settle our 
Central American difficulty by the summary pro- 
cess of a forcible seizure of the Isthmus, and as 
the protector of the Latin race there, to secure to 
his Catholic brethren the enjoyment of their re- 
ligion, and defend them from the dreaded political 
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and moral power of this Protestant country. So 
in relation to Mexico also. The Latin race in that 
distracted country must be cared for. Cuba, too, 
must be remembered in thisconnection. Thisis, 
in a few words, the idea of this writer’s letter to 
the Emperor. We do not know that it has occa- 
sioned any very great alarm in the United States 
—we have not suffered a panic in consequence— 
and we apprehend that this epistle to Louis Napo- 
leon will not make any marked or general sensa- 
tion, but the inauguration of that policy will, and 
if it should prove eventually to be in reality the 
programme which the present French dynasty 
has sketched, you will find in it a literal verifica- 
tion of the vision of St. John, in the seventeenth 
chapter of the Apocalypse, in which an imperial 
and impious power, a dynasty, which after a short 
life goes into perdition, symbolized by a scarlet 
colored beast, full of names of blasphemy, bears 
upon its back the Roman harlot, and carries her 
forward to that last revel, of which the prophet 
says, “I saw the woman drunken with the blood 
of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs 
of Jesus.’”’ That the imperial despotism which 
comes out of the bottomless pit, the beast which 
was, is not, and yet is, corresponds to the Napo- 
leonic dynasty, the offspring of the Atheistic 
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French revolution, we have no doubt, if others 
have, and the corroboration of this view seems 
to be strengthened by this foreshadowing of the 
policy recommended to Louis Napoleon in the 
letter to which we have adverted.* 

Believing, as we do, that our Saviour commands 
us to note the signs of the times, and regarding 
God’s providence as the great interpreter of pro- 
phecy, I have made this passing allusion to cur- 
rent events, though they present rather a political 
character; and I proceed to notice another point 
among the precursors of the millennium, and one 
which pertains strictly to the operations of the 
gracious Spirit of God. Among the signs of pro- 
mise, we may not forget the very remarkable 
work of grace now in progress in our country 
among the seamen. This is confined to no par- 
ticular seaport, though it has been most signally 
manifest in the City of New York. Some weeks 
ago, the pastor of one of the mariners’ churches 
in that city stated, in a public meeting, that, since 


* Perhaps it would be venturing too far to assert that Louis 
Napoleon has assisted in the preparation of this letter, but the 
thing is in itself not improbable, for he has on several occasions 
moulded the public opinion of France, in this very manner, and 
has prepared the way, by indicating a line of policy, in advance 
ofits practical adoption. 
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the commencement of the revival, not less than 
four hundred seamen, or persons connected with 
seamen’s families, had been hopefully converted, 
and brought into church fellowship. On the re- 
ceiving ship, the North Carolina, a few weeks 
ago, a writer, who was present, speaks of the as- 
sembly of between seven and eight hundred, met 
for public worship, devoutly engaged, each with 
a copy of the Bible in his hand, following the 
officiating minister in the public service, and 
looking up the texts as they were quoted, search- 
ing the Scriptures, whether these things were so 4 
and, in fact, throughout, a most marked and 
earnest attention to the things of the Spirit pre- 
vails among seafaring men. That they are to 
perform an important part in the work of salva- | 
tion, in carrying the Gospel to the remote corners 
of the earth, is distinctly foretold. The prophet 
Isaiah, when speaking of the flowing of the na- 
tions to God, implies that it shall be the result of 
the conversion of the abundance of the sea. ‘ Lift 
up thine eyes round about and see; all they gather 
themselves together, they come to thee; thy sons 
shall come from far, and thy daughters shall be 
nursed at thy side. Then thou shalt see, and flow 
together, and thine heart shall fear and be en- 
larged; because the abundance of the sea shall be 
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converted to thee; the forces of the Gentiles shall 
come unto thee.” 

No class of men has generally been so utterly 
indisposed to a religious life as the sailors. They 
are proverbially reckless and profligate, and all 
the traits of a generous nature, for which we are 
disposed to give them credit, are usually displayed 
in connection with the vices of a dissolute life. 
Accustomed to the perils of the deep, in deaths 
oft, in hardship and privation always when on 
duty, they have received less of Christian sympa- 
thy than any other class in society; and yet, in 
truth, none deserve and need it more. How much 
of the comfort of our everyday life we owe to the 
self-denying profession of the sons of the sea, few 
probably ever imagine. Many of the necessaries 
of life, and nearly all its luxuries, are brought to 
our homes as the product of the sailor’s toil; and 
is it not hard that, after daring the perils of the 
treacherous sea, he should encounter dangers 
upon shore, so soon as he steps from his ship, 
worse than storms, or sunken rocks, and worse 
than breakers upon a lee-shore, involving but too 
often the dreadful shipwreck of the soul? Oh! 
how much is bound up in the conversion of a 
sailor to God. How many snares of hell are 
broken! What an aggregate of profanity, and 


150 PATIENT WAITING FOR CHRIST. 


drunkenness, and profligacy is taken from every 
land that he visits! Instead of the vices, which 
make the very heathen blush, he now exhibits the 
graces of a soul renewed, the holiness of a life 
sacred henceforth to Christ, his Redeemer. Let 
our ships be manned by Christian seamen, and 
the reproach, which has been so long upon the 
lips of the heathen against Christian nations, will 
be removed forever. They will no longer point 
to the reeling inebriate, ready, on the instant, for 
any deed of daring wickedness, as the type of the 
Christian, whose religion the missionary seeks to 
commend; but they will see that the Gospel is a 
glorious realization of the loftiest style of practical 
goodness and virtue. 

How often have we heard, in former years, the 
selfdenying missionary deploring the fatal in- 
fluence exerted upon the heathen, by the visit of 
crews from English and American vessels. They 
have learned, for instance, to dread the arrival of 
a ship at any port among the Sandwich Islands, 
as they would the importation of a pestilence. It 
is written, “the isles shall wait for his law,” and 
when our ship’s crews are baptized with the Holy 
Spirit, the law of the Lord, in its precept and 
example, shall be the freight that will sanctify 
the commerce of the world, and though transient 
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visitors, Christian seamen will be successful mis- 
sionaries of the faith which once they destroyed. 
“Surely, the isles shall wait for me, and the ships 
of Tarshish first, to bring thy sons from far, their 
silver and their gold with them, unto the name 
of the Lord thy God, and to the Holy One of 
Israel, because he hath glorified thee.”” Then, in 
precious fulfilment of the prophecy, “they shall 
lift up their voice, they shall sing for the majesty 
of the Lord, they shall cry aloud from the sea; 
wherefore, glorify ye the Lord in the fires, even 
the name of the Lord God of Israel in the isles of 
the sea. From the uttermost part of the earth 
have we heard songs, even glory to the righteous.”’ 
(Is. 24: 14-16.) And now, in the first blessings 
of this work of God, we have the beginning of 
the accomplishment of that prophetic invocation 
uttered in the glowing words of Isaiah, when he 
sees the millennial glory, darting like the rays of 
approaching sunlight from the east, and fringing 
the horizon with its radiance: ‘‘ Behold, the 
former things are come to pass and new things 
do I declare: before they spring forth, I tell you 
of them. Sing unto the Lord a new song, and 
his praise from the end of the earth, ye that go 
down to the sea, and all that is therein, the isles, 
and the inhabitants thereof. Let the wilderness 
14* 
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and the cities thereof, lift up their voices, the 
villages that Kedar doth inhabit: let the inhabi- 
tants of the rock sing, let them shout from the 
top of the mountains. Let them give glory to 
the Lord, and declare his praise in the islands.” 
(Is. 42: 9-12.) In reading the prophecies which 
relate to Christ’s reign upon the earth in the 
establishment of righteousness, you cannot fail 
to be impressed with the frequency and earnest- 
ness of the prophetic declarations respecting the 
influence of them whe go down to the sea; and 
when the Lord in these days, touches the hearts 
of men whose calling leads them to visit the ends 
of the earth, every Christian will pray, that they 
may go forth as God’s itinerants, and publish 
in every land the grace and truth of that Gospel 
which brings salvation. That which has been 
done, is but the earnest of greater things which 
God will do, when the time, yea the set time to 
favor Zion has come. Who can tell but the 
gracious Saviour is gathering into his Church so 
many of those noble men who are now pressing 
into the kingdom of God, in anticipation of the 
perils that may soon envelope our gallant navy? 
War, I admit, is a wicked and a horrible thing; 
but the guilt belongs to them who wantonly pro- 
voke it. Until the nations learn righteousness, 
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it will continue to curse the world with its desola- 
tion, and make both land and sea shudder in its 
eruel wrath; it is Jehovah’s iron rod with which 
he breaks his foes in pieces; it is the judgment 
of God upon them who despise his counsel, and 
he dashes them, like potsherds, one against 
another, but in the midst of wrath he remembers 
mercy, and saves the souls of them that fear him ; 
and though it may sound strangely in the ears of 
them who are wont to regard things as they and 
we could wish them, rather than to look at them, 
as for a little season they must be, it is neverthe- 
less true, that soldiers and marines can be Chris- 
tians, and fight the battles of their country. If it 
were not so, America would never have seen 
Washington at the head of her armies, nor would 
England have reaped the renown of Havelock’s 
triumphs in India. 

In view of this twofold process, which we trace 
in the providence of God, this double work of 
judgment and of mercy, indicated in the signs of 
the times, amid all that is dark and discouraging, 
gleams of approaching blessing to the world 
shine forth like the stars upon the midnight sky; 
and when the abounding wickedness of this 
apostate world mocks the mournful challenge of 
the prophet, “Watchman, what of the night, 
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what of the night?’ faith, guided by the sure 
word of prophecy, as by a light shining in a dark 
place, responds in the assurance of hope: “The 
morning cometh, and also the night;” mercy is 
on the wing, and judgment, too, is at the door; 
blessings, abounding, rich, and glorious, await the 
Church of God, and darkness, black and terrible, 
shall cover the enemies of his Israel. 

Our duty is summed up in the love of God, and 
in patient waiting for Christ. The times of the 
restitution of all things have begun, and the hea- 
vens must retain Him, until these times are 
finished; then Jesus shall come again, in like 
manner as he was seen ascending to his throne of 
mediatorial glory and renown; and though the 
believer may often say with the holy fervor of the 
Psalmist, ‘‘I wait for the Lord, my soul doth wait, 
and his word do I hope; my soul waiteth for the 
Lord, more than they that watch for the morning, 
more, I say, than they that watch in the morn- 
ing,” patience still claims her perfect work, and 
though Hz tarry, faith, undaunted by delay, takes 
up the strain of praise, and answers, “‘ Let Israel 
hope in the Lord; for with the Lord there is 
mercy, and with him is plenteous redemption, and 
he shall redeem Israel from all his iniquities.” 

These premature anticipations of the coming 
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of Christ are the offspring of an impatience which 
warps the judgment, and perverts and wrests the 
Scriptures, to the hurt of sincere but mistaken 
souls. They will not allow that the expression, 
or the words which denote Christ’s coming, can 
ever be employed in any other sense than as indi- 
cations of his glorious appearing. Thisis a great 
error. When Christ says to the Church at Ephe- 
sus, ‘‘ Repent and do the first works, or else I will 
come unto thee quickly,’ does he foretell his 
second coming in the power of heaven, or does he 
use that expression to denote the visitation of his 
providential judgment and displeasure? Mani- 
festly, the latter, for he adds, ‘‘I will remove thy 
candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.” 
So to the angel of the Church at Pergamos, he 
says, ‘Repent, or else I will come unto thee 
quickly, and fight against them with the sword 
of my wrath.” Here are instances in which the 
phrase is used, obviously with no manner of re- 
ference to his glorious appearing; and if men will 
persist in interpreting every passage in which such 
expressions occur without ordinary discrimina- 
tion, is it not plain that the Scriptures will be 
wrested from their true meaning, and involved in 
a medley of confusion and contradiction? In this 
connection, Paul’s admonition in our text, comes 


166 PATIENT WAITING FOR CHRIST, 


to us also with emphatic weight: “The Lord di- 
rect your hearts into the love of God, and into the 
patient waiting for Christ.’’ The coming of Christ 
is the grand illustration of the love of God. His 
first coming was a transcendent proof of the 
Father’s love to a ruined world; and his second 
coming proves his wondrous love to his redeemed. 
Church. Human utterance is at fault, when it 
attempts to portray either. St. John expresses it 
in the strongest light, when, without a word of 
amplification, he simply declares, ‘“‘God so loved 
the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him might not perish, but 
have everlasting life.” Oh! think who Jesus is. 
The Eternal Word! In the beginning with God, 
and from the beginning, God. By him were all 
things created, and by him all things exist. 
The Creator of the ends of the world. The glo- 
rious Preserver, upholding all things by the word 
of his power. The Father of angels. The Ever- 
lasting Father. To him the highest seraphs and 
the mighty cherubim owe their being. All the 
shining hosts of heaven, glittering in celestial 
beauty, and excelling in heavenly strength, are the 
creatures of his power. He formed them by his 
word. In him they live and move and have their 
being. But God so loved the world, that he gave 
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his only begotten Son, and the Word was made 
flesh and dwelt among us. God was manifest in 
the flesh. Oh! the wonders of this love. How 
passing all human thought, that the yearnings of 
that great heart should so go out to this poor 
world, that the Word should be made flesh and 
dwell among us. What is this world? A mere 
atom in God’s universe. Compared with the vast 
infinitudes of creation, not a drop in the ocean. 
“When I consider the heavens which thou hast 
made, the moon and the stars which thou hast or- 
dained, Lord, what is man, that thou shouldst visit 
him?” Yet, Jesus came. Asaman, he lived on 
earth, and died upon the cross—for so God loved 
the world. And now, he is gone to heaven. As 
a man, the God-man, Jesus, mediator between 
God and us, he has entered the Holy of Holies, 
the Forerunner and Representative—the Surety 
and Advocate of his redeemed—and the promise 
is given, HE WILL COME AGAIN, that so, the Lord 
may direct our hearts into the love of God, and 
into the patient waiting for Christ. Could any 
mightier motive than this be offered to win the 
love of any heart that God has made? Jesus so 
loves his redeemed, that he will come again to 
gather them around him, that they may behold 
his glory and share it, and be like himself, and 
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dwell with him forever! Was ever such conde- 
scension apprehended in all its dimensions save 
by the heart of the infinite God himself? We 
cannot compass it—angels cannot fathom it. Oh! 
the depth of the riches of this love. It passeth 
knowledge. It is past finding out. Oh! man, 
such is God’s love in Christ for thee! Believer, 
God so loves thee, that Jesus cannot live without 
thee! He must come for thee, to take thee to his 
home and thine, for he says, “‘ Father, I will that 
they also whom thou hast given me, may be with 
me where I am, that they may behold my glory.” 
One of the most gifted writers that Germany ever 
produced, I mean Jean Paul Richter, known 
familiarly among Germans as Jean Paul, presents 
the idea of God’s immensity in these words: 
“God called man in dreams into the vestibule of 
heaven, saying, ‘Come up hither, and I will show 
thee the glory of my house;’ and to his angels, 
who stood around his throne, he said, ‘Take him, 
strip him of his robes of flesh; cleanse his affec- 
tions; put a new breath into his nostrils; but 
touch not his human heart—the heart that fears, 
and hopes, and trembles.’ A moment, and it was 
done, and the man stood ready for his unknown 
voyage. Under the guidance of a mighty angel, 
with sound of flying pinions, they sped away from 
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the battlements of heaven. Some time, on the 
mighty angel’s wing, they fled through Saharas 
of darkness, vast wildernesses of death. At 
length, from a distance not to be reckoned, save 
in the arithmetic of heaven, ight beamed upon 
them—a sleepy flame, as seen through a hazy 
cloud. On, in their terrific speed, they flew to 
meet the light; the light, with lesser speed, came 
to meet them. In a moment, the blazing of suns 
around them—a moment, the wheeling of planets; 
then came long eternities of twilight; then again, 
on the right hand, and on the left, more constel- 
lations. 5 

*‘ At last, the man sank down, crying, ‘ Angel, 
Ican go no farther; let me lie down in the grave, 
and hide myself from the infinitude of the uni- 
verse; for end there is none!’ ‘End is there 
none?’ demanded the angel; and, from the glit- 
tering stars that shone around, there came a 
choral shout, ‘End there is none! ‘End is 
there none?’ demanded the angel again; ‘and is 
it this that awes thy soul? I answer, End there 
is none to the universe of God; know, also, there 
is no beginning !’”’ 

By that immensity, we take the gauge of the 
Divine condescension, involved in the coming of 
Christ. Ten thousand worlds, like this globe on 
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which we dwell, would scarcely be missed from 
the universe by any other, save the All-seeing eye; 
but he cannot spare even this atom in his vast 
empire, or sever it from the yearnings of his love. 
He knows it as the house of his children’s pil- 
grimage; and the King of kings, the Lord of 
lords, Jesus, will come again to take them to him- 
self, that he may show them the glory of his 
Father’s house,—that house in which are many 
mansions. What stronger proof of love can he 
give to his believing people than this? What 
mightier motive to grateful love can more deeply 
stir their affections than this promise of the glo- 
rious appearing of the great God, even our Sa- 
viour, Jesus Christ ? | 
“The Lord direct your hearts into the love of 
God, and into the patient waiting for Christ.” 


CHAPTER WIT 


THE SABBATH. 


“‘ Blessed is the man that doeth this, and the son of man that 
layeth hold on it; that keepeth the Sabbath from polluting it, 
and keepeth his hand from doing any evil.”—Is. 56: 2. 


Amone the precursors of millennial grace, we 
regard the public and general observance of the 
Sabbath as inseparable from the progress of right- 

-eousness; and we shall, therefore, devote a chap- 
ter to a brief consideration of its claims. 

Two great institutions constitute the basis of 
Christian civilization. They are both coeval with 
the creation of mankind, and are alike divinely 
ordained. They are the family and the Sabbath, 
the primal institutions of revealed religion. All 
the comforts of home, all the relations which se- 
cure domestic happiness, and offer to rich and . 
poor a sanctuary iy A of the selfish- 
ness of the world, we owe to that ordinance of 
God which we call the family. Its very existence 
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is an argument for the truth of the Bible. The 

men who rail at the Scriptures, and denounce 
them as cunningly devised fables, are involved in 
fatal inconsistency, when they recognize the ob- 
ligation of a single domestic relation. All the 
knowledge and experience which the race pos- 
sesses of their excellence are derived from reve- 
lation. The law of the land, which maintains the 
sanctity of marriage, and preserves it in its normal 
and original constitution, is part of the tribute 
which a Christian nation pays to divine revela- 
tion. It is God’s plan that, in the married rela- 
tion, the man shall be the husband of one wife, 
and the woman the wife of one husband; and 
that the death, or the connubial infidelity of one 
party, or the other, shall alone dissolve the bond 
which unites them. ‘(fod setteth the solitary in 
families.’’ Man never projected this plan. Among 
all the nations that have ever dwelt upon the 
earth, none but those to whom God has revealed 
his statutes have ever known or preserved the 
family in its integrity. Search the world over, at 
this day, and not a tribe or people can be found, 
in any quarter of the globe, “who recognize the 
rights which belong to the various domestic rela- 
tions, excepting those to whom God has given the 
knowledge and the light of revelation. The first 
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indication of deliverance from a state of barbarism 
is afforded by a general recognition of these obli- 
gations. Progress in the arts and sciences, so 
much extolled for their humanizing power, can- 
not avert or heal the moral degradation, which is 
the invariable and inevitable result of the igno- 
rance or the contempt of domestic duties and 
privileges. The civilization which is Christian, 
alone deserves the name, and that cannot exist 
without a full and cordial assent to God’s plan 
as the perfect norm of the family. Every man, 
who is not lost to self-respect, is prepared to ad- 
mit the sacredness of this institution. The feeling 
of utter loathing with which every true heart re- 
volts against all attempts to undermine the foun- 
dations of domestic integrity, and to break down 
the safeguards of home, is a just and righteous 
emotion, and the stronger the abhorrence of this 
licentious perfidy, the brighter the virtue which 
expresses it. If you hear a man talk lightly of 
the obligations contracted by marriage, you mark 
that levity as the brand of degradation ; you shun 
his society, and well you may, for he is a moral 
leper. 

We claim for the Sabbath equal authority; and 
we assert, in its behalf, the same right of recogni- 
tion. It-has the same Author; it has the same 

i5* 


174 THE SABBATH. 


origin. It is designed to perpetuate and confirm 
the same blessings. It is essential to the enjoy- 
ment of that religious cultivation, without which 
the family remains unblessed and unsanctified. It 
stands, from the close of the first week of crea- 
tion, as God’s memorial day, made for man, hal- 
lowed by the Creator’s own example, given to the 
world as its right, and to the Church as its pre- 
sent heritage, and as the type of unbroken and 
eternal rest in heaven. 

Man never devised the Sabbath. It is not his 
invention. You may traverse the broad earth, 
you may scan the pages of history, but neither 
by present observation, nor in the records of past 
experience, can you find a solitary example of a 
statute, similar to that which bids you, “ Re- 
member the Sabbath day to keep it holy,” among 
all the codes or laws of nations,—ancient or 
modern,—save only those whom God has blessed 
with the light of his Word. That the Sabbath 
never was designed to be abrogated, or super- 
seded in the developments of a higher dispensa- 
tion, is obvious from the Saviour’s declaration, 
that it was made for man. That it is not merely 
a Jewish institution, is proved by its original 
enactment at the close of the periods of creation, 
and by the reason assigned for its appointment, 
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in the fourth precept of the moral law: “ Re- 
member the Sabbath day to keep it holy; six 
days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work; but 
the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy 
God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou nor 
thy son, nor thy daughter, thy man-servant, nor 
thy maid-servant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger 
that is within thy gates: for in six days, the Lord 
made heaven and earth, the sea and all that in 
them is, and rested the seventh day, wherefore the 
Lord blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it.” 
The reasons alleged for its appointment apply to 
all time and to all nations; they present nothing 
that is partial or exclusive, they are as broad and 
comprehensive as the cycles of time, and the 
obligation of the statute must be as enduring as 
the generations of the world. Neither is any 
valid plea for the abrogation of the Sabbath fur- 
nished by the change from the seventh to the 
first day of the week. A sufficient answer is 
given, when we remind an objector that this 
transfer was made by the Apostles of Jesus 
Christ, under the direction of the Holy Spirit, 
and therefore with a parallel transfer of the obli- 
gation to observe it. Itis true, the day of rest, 
in the New Testament, is more frequently called 
the Lorp’s pay; but does the fact that the Lord 
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claims it as his day, give to any man, corporation, 
or society, the right to take it from him? Why 
does he mark it, under the New Covenant, with 
his name, and tell us this day is the Lord’s ? 
Surely, that all men may be reminded to render 
unto the Lord the things which are the Lord’s. 
The incorporation of the Sabbatic statute into 
the ten commandments of the moral law invests 
it with permanent authority. The Decalogue was 
given to the Jews as a rule of duty, but it consti- 
tutes a moral law, not for the Jews only, but for 
all mankind; God’s moral statutes never change; 
\ they are just as immutable as his own character, 
/ and as permanent as the eternal principles of 
right. Therefore Christ Jesus declares, heaven 
and earth shall pass away, but not one jot or 
tittle of the law shall fail. The Sabbath was not 
an enactment of the ceremonial law. Under the 
Jewish theocracy, the republic of which Jehovah 
was the Ruler, the violation of the first and 
second commandments which forbid idolatry, 
and of the fourth which enforces the religious 
observance of the Sabbath, and of the sixth and 
seventh, which forbid murder and adultery, were 
all punished with death, because they involved 
the crime of high treason against God. They 
were outrages upon the divine authority; and 
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the value which God set upon the Sabbath and 
the family, is shown by the severity with which 
he guarded all invasions of their sanctity. He 
accounted such offences, under that dispensa- 
tion, as flagitious as idolatry and murder; but 
this fact does not make the Sabbath a ceremonial 
institution ; its violation was a civil offence under 
the Jewish theocracy as well as a moral trans- 
gression, I admit, precisely as idolatry, adultery, 
and murder were such, but this does not make 
the fourth commandment a ceremonial statute, 
any more than the first, or the seventh, or the 
eighth. It may have been with a view forever to 
close this avenue for misapprehension, by abo- 
lishing every vestige of ceremonial ritual that 
may have adhered to the Sabbath, as well as to 
institute a fresh memorial of the great doctrine 
of the resurrection from the dead, and so to give 
great emphasis to the faith and hope which cheer 
the Christian amid scenes of sorrow and death, 
that the Apostles observed the first day of the 
week, as the Lord’s day, the Christian Sab- 
bath—the type and hallowed earnest of the rest 
which remaineth for the people of God. That 
change did not annul the Sabbath; so far from 
it, the Lord’s day is invested with a stronger 
claim upon the reverence and affection of the 
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Christian believer, and still greater emphasis is 
given to the statute, “Remember the Sabbath 
day to keep it holy,” because on the first day of 
the week, Jesus ratified the work of the new 
creation by his resurrection from the dead, secu- 
ring to all who love Him as their surety and 
their life, complete and eternal redemption from 
the thraldom of the grave. 

The importance of a clear apprehension of the 
argument in support of the Christian Sabbath, 
will at once be conceded, because it involves the 
whole question of personal obligation respecting 
its observance as a day sacred to the duties of re- 
ligion. If the Christian is not required to reve- 
rence the Sabbath ; 1f this primal world-institution 
has lost its claim upon the human conscience; if 
the demands of man’s physical and moral consti- 
tution are no longer what they originally were; 
in a word, if the Sabbath was designed by its 
Author to subserve purposes long since accom- 
plished ; and if it is consequently not worthy of 
continued or permanent regard: surely we are not 
unreasonable if we demand the proofs of its abo- 
lition. Where is the statute which repeals the 
law of the Sabbath? What are the sanctions 
which confirm the abrogation? Where is the 
order of the court of Heaven revoking that which 
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prophets and apostles and the Divine Redeemer, 
have published as the law of the Lord? No in- 
ferior power can annul the enactment of its supe- 
rior; and therefore, until God retracts his claim, 
and publishes to the world the disclaimer, the 
statute abides, and all the authority of the divine 
command surrounds it with the array of motives 
drawn from time and from eternity, with the 
promises of blessing upon the man that keepeth 
the Sabbath from polluting it, and with the de- 
nunciations of the divine displeasure upon those 
who trample upon his sacred things. 

Of old, God ordained the Sabbath as a sign 
between himself and his covenant people. It 
was the great distinguishing mark which sepa- 
rated his people from the idolatrous nations of the 
world. ‘Verily my Sabbaths ye shall keep, for 
it is a sign between me and you throughout your 
generations, that ye may know that Iam the Lord 
that doth sanctify you. Ye shall keep the Sab- 
bath therefore, for it is holy unto you, to observe 
it throughout your generations for a perpetual 
covenant. It is a sign between me and the chil- 
dren of Israel forever!” The sign of a perpetual 
covenant! And what covenant? None other 
than that written in the solemn formula, ‘I will 
be your God, and ye shall be my people.” Ifthe 
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Sabbath, therefore, is of perpetual obligation, and 
the law of the Lord cannot be annulled, for heaven 
and earth shall pass away, before one jot of that 
law shall fail, then it follows, that it is still a sign 
between the nations and communities and per- 
sons who observe it, and the God who ordained 
it. It is the sign of the same everlasting and 
gracious covenant, by which God becomes our 
God, and we become his people. Keep the Sab- 
bath, and you keep God’s name inscribed upon 
the walls of your dwelling; you keep the symbol 
of your allegiance and of your responsibility to 
the God who made you and preserves you, in 
public avowal before the church and the world; 
you keep the profession of your faith in your risen 
Redeemer, and of the lively hope to which God 
has begotten you by the resurrection of Jesus 
from the dead, ever present in its freshness on 
each returning Lord’s day; you keep untarnished 
the sign of God’s gracious covenant with you as 
a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ; and in keep- 
ing the Sabbath you thus obtain a weekly renewal 
and ratification of your faith in the promises 
which are yea and amen in Christ Jesus; securing 
to you in this life the protection of Jehovah 
Jireh as your provider, and the presence of Jesus 
as your Saviour, and of the Holy Spirit as your 
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Comforter ; and in the life to come, the full en- 
joyment of the saints’ everlasting rest in the light 
and glory of that unfading inheritance; for the 
Sabbath is a sign between God and you through- 
out your generations, for a perpetual covenant to 
the children of faithful Abraham forever. Are 
these blessings of so little account, that this sign 
may be obliterated for any trivial cause? Are you 
willing to blot God’s name from your house, and 
to make a public denial before the church and the 
world of your allegiance to him? You can do it 
if you will. You can publish, in your example, 
your utter disregard of his authority, by polluting 
his Sabbath; but if you do this, you waive your 
claim to the sure mercies of the covenant. You 
need no other language to avow that you have 
neither part nor lot in this matter. The mer- 
chant, the tradesman and the mechanic, the scholar, 
the legislator and the magistrate, the man of lei- 
sure and competency, and the day-laborer, each 
in his respective sphere, by his observance or non- 
observance of the Lord’s day, as a season of reli- 
gious privilege, declares on whose side he is 
enlisted, and in that very act takes his station by 
the standard which he upholds; for the Sabbath 
is a sign between that man and his God. 

The same principle obtains in relation to com- 
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munities and to nations. Look over the world 
to-day, and with the map in your hand, take this 
idea with you, that the Sabbath is a sign between 
God and the tribes and people of the earth, and 
you will find the truth verified in its full extent. 
Where does religion, pure and undefiled before 
God, find a home among the nations? Where is 
the Gospel preached in its simplicity and power, 
and magnified in the living faith and piety of 
sincere and godly confessors? There, and there 
only, where men “remember the Sabbath day to 
keep it holy.” The difference between the coun- 
tries which are controlled by a nominal and 
corrupt Christianity, and those which are under 
the sway of Christian principles, is known by 
this sign. In the one case, the Lord’s day is 
celebrated as a holiday, devoted to dissipation 
and amusement, and in the other, it is enjoyed as 
a Sabbath, sacred to the uses of religion, conse- 
crated by devout worship and by cessation from 
the cares and toil of worldly avocations. Even 
to this day, let men object as they please to the 
use of the term, the Sabbath is God’s sign 
between Him and the nations of the earth. Just 
in proportion to the presence of a pure Gospel in 
its living power, in any land, is the public rever- 
ence which is paid to the commandment that 
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enjoins the hallowed observance of the Sabbath 
day. The one is an-index of the other. It abides 
as God’s bow of promise in the clouds, the sign of 
a perpetual covenant, with all the men, the com- 
munities, and the nations, that keep it in their 
generations. The fact is undeniable. All history, 
past and present, confirms it. Admit this, and 
then we settle another question. What is the 
true element of national prosperity and power? 
Some men will tell you, the development of arts 
and science, of manufactures and of industrial 
pursuits, or free-trade with all the nations of the 
world, and so forth, to the end of the almost end- 
less programme of progressive politicians. The 
Bible gives a better answer: ‘“ Righteousness 
exalteth a nation, but sin is a reproach to any 
people.” And what is righteousness? Obedience 
to God’s law, as the fruit of living faith in the 
truth and authority of that law, is righteousness; 
and this exalts a nation. It has always done so. 
From time immemorial, this great truth is graven 
on every page of the world’s history. Blessed is that 
people whose God is the Lord! You can illustrate 
this truth, at your leisure and by your own read- 
ing and reflection, not only from the sacred 
record of God’s own book, but from the experi- 
ence of modern nations; and the study will be 
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invested with still deeper interest, if this thought 
is associated with it,—that just so soon as com- 
munities or nations begin to swerve from the 
path of God’s testimonies, and the public ex- 
ample becomes corrupt and antichristian, does 
the greatness of that nation wane and sink, and 
reproach takes the place of former honor and 
renown. These are axioms of Christian phi- 
losophy, so constantly illustrated by examples, 
that they require no proof. Does not this fact, 
then, invest the duty of public reverence for the 
Sabbath with still greater significance ? Every 
act of public desecration of the Lord’s day, sanc- 
tified, upheld, and ratified by public opinion, or 
consent, is an open and profligate disclaimer, a 
bold and daring defiance of God’s authority, and 
& PROCLAMATION OF REBELLION AGAINST THE LAW 
oF JEHOVAH. ‘This is eminently true of a country 
favored and blessed as ours is, above all the 
nations of the world, by the presence of those 
two Anointed Ones, that stand by the Lord of 
the whole earth, civil and religious liberty, the 
fruit of the free Gospel of free grace. It is emi- 
nently true in its application to a community 
like our own, because we are responsible for the 
acts of legislators who assume oflice in obedience 
to the voice of the people. Every citizen—every 
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man who is the friend of public morals—every 
Christian has a personal as well as a common 
stake in the adjustment of every issue that in- 
volves the observance of the Sabbath. We hear 
some men argue in behalf of the most glaring 
contempt of the Lord’s day, on the plea of 


y) 


‘‘works of necessity and mercy.” How glibly 
they can sneer at the Pharisees, who would 
protect the Sabbath from desecration! Blessed 
patrons of works of necessity and mercy! What! 
they ask, would you forbid us to light a fire on 
the Sabbath day, or to pull an ox out of the pit 
into which he has fallen on the Lord’s day? And 
if fire or flood threaten desolation to dwellings, 
or property, or life, must we fold our hands, and 
rest in quiet composure, or go forsooth to church 
and leave the responsibility of our concerns in 
charge of ministering angels? No, sirs—we 
teach no such doctrine; we have not so learned 
Christ. It is lawful to do good on the Sabbath 
day. There is as broad a field for active benevo- 
lence on the Lord’s day as the most fervent 
charity can require ; but, itis not lawful to prosti- 
tute the Lord’s day to purposes of mercenary 
gain, or to open avenues of dissipation, or to 
disturb the repose of the Sabbath, by the thun- 
dering clamor of locomotives, careering on their 
iG” 
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iron way, with shrieking steam and clanging 
bells, and bearing their living freight to haunts 
of dissipation and frivolous amusement. It is 
not lawful—because it is not a work of neces- 
sity; it is not lawful—because it is not a work 
of mercy. 

The Sabbath was made for man in mercy by 
the Father of mercies; and in mercy to laboring 
men, and the weary beasts which man yokes to 
his service, God ordained the Sabbath as a day of 
rest. Knowing what was in man, intimate with 
all the wants of the nature which Hz had created, 
Hz ordered from the beginning of time, that one 
day in seven should be snatched from the pursuit 
of a selfish world, that every man might be re- 
minded that he is a pilgrim and a stranger, and 
that, however dear his home on earth may be to 
him, he is passing away, and ere long must leave 
it, if a friend of God in Christ, for that bright and 
glorious habitation prepared by Jesus beyond the 
dark confines of the grave. In mercy God has 
planted the Sabbath as a strong barrier against 
the flood of worldly thoughts and cares, which 
surge and beat upon that weary heart through the 
livelong week, and there that barrier stands upon 
the deep foundation of a Heavenly Father’s love, 
that men may have rest—that they may redeem 
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a little of their precious time for God and heaven 
and eternity. Is it mercy, then, to break down 
that barrier? Truly, the tender mercies of the 
wicked are cruelty. The Lord deliver us from 
them! Is it merey to man, to compel the con- 
ductors and employees of the city railroads, to 
forego the repose of the Lord’s day, or lose their 
means of livelihood by resigning their stations to 
others, who may have fewer scruples of con-_ 
science? Is it mercy to the poor jaded horses to 
rob them of the rest which a merciful God claims 
in behalf of the weary cattle? Is 1t mercy to any 
man to rob him of the time which God has set 
apart as a season of devout and special prepara- 
tion for the glory of a better life? Is it mercy to 
this community, to blot out the sign of God’s 
covenant with us as a Christian people? Is it 
mercy to entail the displeasure of the Lord God 
Almighty, upon this goodly city, in which Hz has 
east our lot? No, sirs—a thousand times no! 
This persuasion cometh not from God. It is a 
temptation of the Devil. It is to be resisted, not 
to be conceded. We take the ground, and in the 
light of God’s word we can take no other, that the 
. public violation of the Lord’s day, is public sa- 
CRILEGE AGAINST Gop. What is sacrilege, but the 
prostitution of sacred things to a profane use? 
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And what is this public license, to desecrate the 
Sabbath in the very face of God’s statute, and in 
open defiance of the law of this Christian State, 
but lawless and high-handed usurpation and un- 
blushing sacrilege? We may be reminded that 
this has not yet been done to the full extent of 
the programme. We know it, and we hope it 
never will be. We have enough Sabbath dese- 
eration without this addition; but let us have faith 
in the power of Christian conscience and Chris- 
tian principle; and more than all, in the restrain- 
ing grace of the Holy Spirit; and let us have faith 
also to pray and believe, that God will give our 
councillors and magistrates the shield of his hea- 
venly wisdom, and defend them and us from all 
legislation that will add to the existing burden of 
Sabbath desecration. He will keep them from sanc- 
tioning ALL HIGHWAY ROBBERY OF THE ALMIGHTY 
Gop who made them, and who alone can save 
them through the atoning merits of his blessed 
Son, the Lord of the Sabbath, and the King of 
Heaven and of earth. Willa man rob God? He 
may rob his fellow man; he may be willing to 
snatch from the poor and the defenceless the 
boon more precious far than silver and gold,—the 
day of sacred rest, the pearl of the week; he may 
exact labor where God commands rest, for what 
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will the accursed love of gold not do? Bur wit 
A MAN ROB Gop? Dare he do that? Dare he 
snatch with sacrilegious hand, the treasure of 
which God says IT IS MINE, and consume it on his 
lusts? Dare he steal the Lord’s Day and give it 
to the Devil? Dare he even go further than this 
pitch of infidel hardihood? Will he lay his hand 
upon this gem of Paradise, and hurl it into the 
mire of the streets, that the very swine may tram- 
ple it under their feet? We will not believe it; and 
yet, if the day shall ever come—God forbid that it 
should !—but if the day shall ever come, when 
‘Satan shall be permitted to write Ichabod upon 
the gates of our city, and the glory of God’s rest 
shall be banished from our highways, then, let 
them who sanction the sacrilege bear the burden 
of it—and though with asorrowing heart, yet with 
holy confidence in the power of an abused, in- 
sulted, yet gracious Saviour, every Christian will 
say for himself, “If it seem evil to you to serve the 
Lord, as for me and my house, we will serve Je- 
hovah.” If men will not be persuaded to honor 
the God who made them for his glory, they scorn 
the truth of God and spurn his ordinances at their 
peril; but as for us, we will ‘‘ Remember the Sab- 
bath day to keep it holy,” and in humble faith we 
will rejoice in the promise and in the possession 
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of the blessing pronounced by the prophet,— 
‘Blessed is the man that doeth this, and the son 
of man that layeth hold on it; that keepeth the 
Sabbath from polluting it, and keepeth his hand 
from doing any evil.” 


CHAPTER IX. 


DISPERSION OF THE JEWS. 


“ And upon them that are left of you, I will send a faintness 
into their hearts in the lands of their enemies; and the sound 
of a shaken leaf shall chase them ! and they shall flee as fleeing 
from a sword; and they shall fall when none pursueth.”—Levir. 
26: 36. 


Tue prophetic portions of Scripture are not the 
vague and uninteresting declarations of events 
which some, who profess to believe the inspiration 
of the Bible, are disposed to imagine; on the 
contrary, their importance is every day becoming 
more portentous, and every hour enhances their 
interest. We believe that this department of the 
sacred oracles will eventually prove the mightiest 
weapon to parry the unhallowed assaults, and 
break the right arm of infidelity. Its right eye is 
clean dried up in the effulgent demonstration of 
the entire truth of the Word of God, which the 
literal fulfilment of prophecy sheds upon its pages. 
And when those who love the Bible, and make it 
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the man of their counsel, read and understand 
what holy men of God, speaking as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost, have predicted; when 
Christians look back upon the history of the 
world, and find that the very time appointed for 
the introduction of each predicted event is so 
clearly defined, and all the circumstances attend- 
ing it are so accurately marked, that the predic- 
tion can mean nothing but the particular facts or 
occurrences designated, and that every word and 
jot and tittle, respecting them, have been veri- 
fied; and when this accurate accomplishment is 
found, not only in one particular instance, but in 
every case in which the crisis for testing the truth 
of the prediction has arrived, the disciples of 
Christ are enabled to present to all the weapons 
which are formed against Zion, a shield,of faith, 
from which every arrow rebounds, and by which 
the fiery darts of the great adversary are quenched! 
That the prophecies have long been neglected by 
_ the Church is but too true; in general, they have 
not been appreciated; and the mistaken idea has 
been extensively prevalent, that there is some- 
thing so mystical and indefinite, so dark and un- 
intelligible, in all that holy men have foretold by 
the direction of the Holy Spirit of God, that their 
predictions were not calculated to edify or in- 
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struct the great body of Christians. But is not 
this, in fact, disregarding the voice of God, if not 
indirectly charging him with folly? Why has 
the inspiration of the Holy Ghost sealed and 
avouched the truth of every prophecy of Scrip- 
ture, if the predictions are so vague that they can- 
not be understood? The plea, that many of them 
are couched in figurative language, and that it is 
not easy to ascertain the precise import of the 
symbols employed, is the reason which indolence 
and indifference might be expected to assign ; 
for, in truth, every symbol, which would other- 
wise be of difficult interpretation, is either ex- 
plained in the context, or, whenever the scope 
does not furnish the meaning, a comparison of 
the parallel texts will invariably show what is the 
mind of the Spirit. Besides, even if some of the 
prophecies are conveyed in figurative terms, ALL 
are not; by far the greater part is composed of 
plain statements of future events, narrated in the 
simplest style. Indeed, their very simplicity has 
proved a stumbling-block to many; they have 
been so fully prepossessed with the idea of the 
mystery of prophecy, that they have attached some 
mystical import to the plainest testimonies; and 
that, too, in the face of the literal accomplishment 
of every prophecy whose fulfilment lay within the 
17 
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range of history. We have no right to disregard 
any portion of the Word of God, and we might 
reasonably rest assured, from the mere fact that 
prophecies are found in the Bible, that Jehovah 
deems them important, and that it is his design 
that we should read and understand them: this 
alone would be evidence sufficient to enable us 
plainly to infer our duty. But it is not leftas a 
matter of inference: the obligation rests upon a 
positive precept. We are commanded to search 
the Scriptures, and there is no exception made 
which excludes prophecy; on the contrary, in 2 
Peter 1: 19-21, we read, “‘ We have also a more 
sure word of prophecy, whereunto YE DO WELL 
THAT YE TAKE HEED, as unto a LIGHT that shineth 
in a dark place, until the day-star arise in your 
hearts,’ &c. And again, another Apostle writes, 
‘“‘ Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear 
the words of this prophecy, and keep those things 
which are written therein; for the time is at 
hand.”” And when Daniel’s prophecy was closed 
up and sealed, the angel says to him, “ None of 
the wicked shall understand, but the wise shall 
understand.” Dan. 12: 10. Here, then, is our 
warrant for calling upon God’s people to examine 
for themselves the inspired record; and may that 
Spirit, whom the Master has promised as our 
guide, lead us into all truth. 
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If we were called upon to describe the present 
condition of the Jews, it would be impossible to 
find language which would more accurately por- 
tray it than that which was employed by Moses, 
more than three thousand two hundred years ago. 
The man of God, after promising, in the name of 
Jehovah, that peace and prosperity should cer- 
tainly be the reward of obedience, predicts the 
most fearful judgments as the consequences of 
rebellion, and declares that the punishment of 
the nation would rise in regular gradations, in 
proportion to the obstinacy of their impenitence. 
In the 26th chapter of Leviticus, we find a long 
series of judgments, which are to follow as the 
recompense for refusing to hearken to the law of 
God. 

The dispersion of the Jews amongst all nations 
ts distinetly foretold. ‘Iwill scatter you among 
the heathen, and will draw out a sword after you; 
and your land shall be desolate, and your cities 
waste; and upon them that are left of you, I will 
send a faintness into their hearts, in the land of 
their enemies; and the sound of a shaken leaf 
shall chase them, and they shall flee as fleeing 
from a sword, and they shall fall when none pur- 
sueth, and ye shall have no power to stand before 
your enemies, and ye shall perish among the hea- 
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then, and the land of your enemies shall eat you 
up, and they that are left of you shall pine away 
in their iniquity in your enemies’ land; and also 
in the iniquities of their fathers, shall they pine 
away with them; and yet, for all that, when they 
be in the land of their enemies, I will not cast 
them away, neither will I abhor them to destroy 
them utterly.” This, then, is the prophecy. The 
Jews were to be scattered amongst all the na- 
tions; they were to be the victims of cruelty 
whilst in their enemies’ land, trodden down, and 
broken, and peeled, and yet they were to retain 
their national integrity, preserving their pecu- 
liarities as a people; and, though everywhere 
oppressed, they were never to be exterminated. 
Now, what are the facts? It was not long after 
the measure of iniquity had been filled, in the 
rejection of the Messiah, and his crucifixion on 
Calvary, that the predictions, which he had him- 
self uttered, respecting the desolation of Jerusa- 
lem, began to go into fulfilment. 

The holy city was encompassed with armies, 
they cast up a mound, and digged a trench, and 
shut up the inhabitants to the limits of their own 
walls. Calamities such as never had befallen a 
nation, were endured by them during that memo- 
rable siege; hundreds of thousands perished 
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within the walls, partly in the bloody feuds be- 
tween contending factions, and partly by the 
sword of the enemy, whilst multitudes died for 
want of the common necessaries of life. Fa- 
mine, pestilence, and the sword, consumed them, 
and after myriads more had been slaughtered, un- 
til the number of the slain had amounted to mil- 
lions, the remnant were either massacred, at the 
capture of the city, or sold into bondage, or they 
roamed through neighboring countries, houseless 
wanderers, and outcasts from the heritage of their 
fathers. Tor a season, they lingered around the 
land which had for so many ages been the home 
of their ancestors, and which they had been taught 
to regard as the inheritance secured to them, and 
to their children, by the grant of the Eternal God. 
Sixty years had scarcely elapsed, before the scat- 
tered ranks of the children of Abraham rallied 
around the standard of an impostor, who claimed 
to be the Messiah, and attempted to throw off and 
break the iron yoke of the Roman power. And 
again was the dire prediction verified, ‘I will 
draw out a sword after you, and your land shall 
be desolate, and your cities waste;’’ for two years 
the war was protracted, and during this period, 
exclusive of the vast numbers who perished by 


famine, and pestilence, and fire, 580,000 Jews are 
17* 
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said to have been slain. Harassed on every side, 
cut down in detail, and hunted like herds of deer, 
it is, we might almost say, a miracle that the na- 
tion was not utterly extirpated. No other people 
ever retained its distinctive character after suffer- 
ing so entire an overthrow, and enduring such an 
accumulation of miseries as the Jews. By an 
edict of the Roman Emperor Adrian, it was de- 
clared to be a capital crime for a Jew to set foot 
on the ground on which Jerusalem had stood, and 
he was not even to view it from a distance. Since 
that period Judeea has always been in the posses- 
sion of strangers. Pagans, Christians, and Ma- 
hommedans, have alternately claimed jurisdiction 
over it; the Jews alone, though ever wishing to 
return, and yearning over the land of their fathers, 
with longing desires of being reinstated in their 
inheritance, have been denied its possession. It 
is a singular fact, that amid all the political con- 
vulsions by which the Eastern world has been 
distracted, amid the revolutions in which states 
have been politically annihilated, the Jews have 
not only been aliens in their own land, but have 
actually been more cruelly treated by its posses- 
sors, than in any other country. 

The expressive language of the sacred volume 
has for thousands of years been verified in the ex- 
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perience of this unhappy people. ‘The stranger 
that is within thee, shall get above thee very high, 
and thou shalt come down very low.” Insults of 
the most flagrant character are continually heaped 
upon them, by the bigoted religionists who now 
occupy the soil which was once the heritage and 
the home of Israel. In Deut. 28 : 63-67, these 
words are recorded: ‘The Lord will scatter thee 
among all people, from the one end of the earth 
even unto the other, and among these nations 
shalt thou find no ease, neither shall the sole of 
thy foot have rest; but the Lord shall give thee 
there a trembling heart, and failing of eyes, and 
sorrow of mind, and thy life shall hang in doubt 
before thee, and thou shalt fear day and night, 
and thou shalt have none assurance of thy life. 
In the morning thou shalt say, would God it were 
even! and at even thou shalt say, would God it 
were morning! for the fear of thine heart where- 
with thou shalt fear, and for the sight of thine 
eyes, which thou shalt see.’ Is it in the power 
of words more graphically to depict the present 
condition of the people against whom this sentence 
was promulged? They have literally been scat- 
tered among all people, from one end of the earth even 
unto the other, and among these nations, they have 
found no ease, neither has the sole of their foot had 
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rest. ‘They are found in all the great divisions of 
the world, and there is not a civilized nation 
amongst whom the Jews are not known. Even 
in countries which are almost unknown to the 
people of Kurope, the Jews have a place, retaining 
their distinctive characteristics. They abound in 
Europe, in Asia, in Africa, in America. No na- 
tural barriers have been sufficient to stay the Jew 
in his wanderings. He is not restricted by moun- 
tains, or deserts, or rivers, or seas, to any province, 
or kingdom, or empire. He isa citizen of the 
world, without a country. In every nation of 
Kurope, the Jews are found in great numbers; in 
Britain, in France, in Holland, in Germany, in 
Spain, in Italy, in Poland, in Russia, in Turkey, 
everywhere, you recognize the children of Abra- 
ham. In the countries of Asia, they are more 
sparsely scattered, but still, they are there. It 
was foretold that they should be few in number 
among the heathen, and this prophecy, too, is lite- 
rally accomplished, for whilst multitudes of them 
are seen amongst nations who enjoy the light of 
the Gospel, comparatively few are found in Pagan 
countries, yet sufficient to verify the divine decree 
that they should be scattered among all people, 
from one end of the earth to the other. “The 
Kuropean traveller,’ says Keith, “hears of their 
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existence in regions which he cannot reach, even 
in the interior of Africa, south of Timbuctoo. 
From Moscow to Lisbon—from Japan to Britain 
—from Borneo to Archangel—from Hindostan to 
Honduras, no inhabitant of any nation upon earth 
would be known in all the intervening regions, 
but a Jew alone.” 

Nor have the other predictions which are found 
in intimate connection with their dispersion 
amongst all nations, been less minutely verified. 
The Jews were not only to be scattered amongst 
all the people of the earth, but they were also to 
find no ease, and no rest for the sole of thetr foot ; 
‘a trembling heart, and failing of eyes, and sor- 
row of mind,’ was to be their portion; their life 
was to hang in doubt, and they were to be in fear day 
and night, with no assurance of their life. And who 
that knows the history of this devoted people will 
deny the truth of this prediction? Every century 
of the Christian era has teemed with fresh calami- 
ties to the Jew. Witness the cruelties perpe- 
trated upon their nation by the Emperor Con- 
stantine. Barbarously mutilated, those who were 
not put to death, were driven as fugitives and 
vagabonds, bearing the marks of their reproach, 
and filling the hearts of their kindred with terror. 
And yet, though one Emperor after another de- 
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spoiled them of their property, abolished their 
synagogues, disfranchised them, depriving them 
of the most common civil privileges, and op- 
pressed them without mercy: still the trembling 
heart of the Jew would swell with indignation, 
and if but a shadow of the promise of success 
flitted athwart his path, he was ready to rise 
against his oppressor, and struggle to throw off 
the yoke. And though each successive effort 
only served to rivet more closely the chains with 
which he was fettered, and to increase the burden 
of oppression, still the contest was renewed again 
and again. One Emperor, not content with wreak- 
ing his vengeance upon them in his own territory, 
procured by his influence their simultaneous per- 
secution even to the extremities of Europe. They 
fled from country to country, seeking in vain 
‘but rest for the sole of their foot.’ They found 
no resting-place in Europe. France drove them 
across the Pyrenees into Spain, and Spain tor- 
tured and imprisoned and banished them from 
her borders. When they escaped into Asia, there 
were the millions who had embraced the delusions 
of Mahomet, whose Koran breathes vengeance 
and slaughter against the Hebrews. The wretched 
condition of this persecuted people may be in- 
ferred from a fact mentioned by Dupin in his 
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Ecclesiastical History, that “there was often a ne- 
cessity for those who oppressed them to ordain 
that it was not lawful to take the life of a Jew 
without a cause.” 

We may judge of the degree of cruelty prac- 
tised against them, when it was deemed expe- 
dient to enact such a legal provision as this. The 
most unrelenting extortion was added to the long 
catalogue of persecutions which they were called 
to endure. One king of France released all his 
subjects from the debts which they might have 
contracted with any Jew, provided the fifth part 
of the amount was paid to himself. From that 
country the Jews have been seven times banished, 
and as often recalled. In Spain, thousands pe- 
_ rished through the agency of the Inquisition, and 
it is said that one hundred and seventy thousand 
families were expelled from that country. In 
Britain, it was no uncommon thing, during the 
Crusades, for hundreds of Jews to be butchered by 
the populace. In a single instance, one thousand 
five hundred were massacred at York. Neither 
age nor sex was spared; little children and women 
were slaughtered with the most brutal ferocity. 
The kings of England despoiled them of their 
wealth by the most shameful extortion. Henry 
II. laid them under exactions so enormous that 
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they begged leave to depart from his kingdom, 
but the boon was denied them. Subsequently, 
they were banished after their property had all 
been confiscated and they had been reduced to ab- 
ject destitution. Four hundred years passed away 
before the descendants of that generation ventured 
to return to England. In Mahommedan conntries, 
persecution and reproach have always been their 
portion, and to this day, the Jews in Moslem cities 
are compelled to herd together in some particular 
quarter of the town, which is assigned to them; 
and one writer informs us that “the remark is 
common to the most recent travellers both in 
Asia and Africa, that the Jews themselves are 
astonished, and the natives indignant, at any act 
of kindness, or even of justice, that 1s performed 
towards any of their despised nation.” Not quite 
thirty years ago, the most despotic enactments 
were promulged against them in Russia. They 
are not permitted to reside in any city of that 
Empire, except by express permission of the go- 
vernment; if they remain, they are to be treated 
as vagabonds, and those who harbor them become 
amenable to the law, and are to be dealt with as 
abettors of vagrants. Thus literally is the pre- 
diction verified, in this as in numberless cases 
besides, “‘ no man shall save them.’ One provision 
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of this Russian ukase merits special notice in con- 
nection with a prediction of Isaiah. Its eleventh 
article provides that “‘ Rabbins or other religious 
functionaries, are to be sent away by the police 
officer, immediately on the discovery that they 
are such.” Was it not with reference to such 
treatment that the prophet says, when predicting 
the restoration of Israel to divine favor: “Thy 
teachers shall not be removed into a corner any 
more, but thine eyes shall see thy teachers?” In 
these facts, we have a striking fulfilment of the 
prophecies, which we have adduced. The Jews 
have been scattered from one end of the earth to 
the other—the sword has been drawn after them— 
they have found no rest for the sole of their foot ; 
they have perished among the heathen ; they have 
had no power to stand before their enemies; the 
land of their enemies has eaten them up; they 
have had a trembling heart, and sorrow of mind ; 
they have been in fear, day and night, with no 
assurance of their life; they have been for a sign 
and a wonder among many generations; and yet 
for all this, they have not been utterly destroyed; 
they still exist, retaining all their national pecu- 
harities, and everywhere known as a distinct 
people. 

The rejection of the Messiah, and the long-con- 

18 
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tinued refusal of the Jews to embrace the Gospel, 
are the subjects of explicit prophecy. ‘‘ The Lord 
shall smite thee with madness and blindness, and 
astonishment of heart, and thou shalt grope at 
noonday, as the blind gropeth in darkness.”’ Deut. 
28: 28, 29. This judicial blindness is thus fore- 
told by Isaiah: ‘‘And he said, Go, and tell this 
people, Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and 
see ye indeed, but perceive not. Make the heart 
of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and 
shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and 
hear with their ears, and understand with their 
heart, and convert, and be healed. Then said 
i, Lord, how long? And he answered, Until 
the cities be wasted without inhabitant, and the 
houses without man, and the land be utterly deso- 
late, and the Lorp have removed men far away, 
and there be a great forsaking in the midst of the 
land. But yet in it shall be a tenth, and 7 shall 
return, and shall be eaten: as a teil tree, and as 
an oak, whose substance zs in them, when they 
cast their leaves: so the holy seed shall be the sub- 
stance thereof.’ The Jews, as a nation, have 
always hitherto spurned the Gospel of Jesus. 
They will not own him as their Messiah, and 
their language is still, We will not have this man 
to reign over us! Here and there, a few have 
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been found, who have opened their hearts to the 
truth, and have come, with weeping and suppli- 
cation, to bow at the foot of the cross; but the 
nation are still aliens from the commonwealth of 
the true Israel, and refuse to bow to the sceptre 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. They are smitten with 
blindness ; they profess to believe the genuineness 
and authenticity of the Old Testament; they read 
Moses and the prophets, and, though containing 
the very predictions of whose truth they are them- 
selves the living illustrations, yet they cannot see 
the light; “they grope at noonday, as the blind 
gropeth in darkness.” Instead of taking the alarm, 
and listening to the voice of God, which tells 
them that, “there is no other name, save that 
of Jesus, given under heaven, whereby men may 
be saved,” they cling to superstitious observances, 
and to ceremonies, which have long since ceased 
to be significant. 

These facts, which even sceptics themselves are 
unable to gainsay or deny, furnish us with an argu- 
ment which the feeblest intellect can apprehend ; 
they establish the divine legation of Moses. It 
would have been utterly impossible for him, in 
the mere exercise of human foresight, to have 
thus minutely predicted the condition of the Jews 
thousands of years before the prophecy was ful- 
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filled. Who is there, among the sons of men, 
that can accurately foretell the events of to-mor- 
row? Who of us knows what an hour may 
bring forth? Beyond the present moment, to 
mortal ken, all is dark as death! Our vision can- 
not pry into futurity; it is God alone who sees 
the end from the beginning, and it was he who 
put the sure word of prophecy into the mouth of 
his servant, and bade him declare the things that 
should be fulfilled in their season. And now, 
that these prophetic declarations are all thus ac- 
curately accomplished, and every jot and tittle of 
God’s word, respecting the judgments which were 
to overwhelm the Jewish nation, have been lite- 
rally fulfilled, how fair the inference that Jehovah 
is a God of truth and righteousness, and that he 
will as surely accomplish every other sentence 
pronounced against an evil work! When he says, 
“Tribulation and anguish upon every soul of 
man that doeth evil; upon the Jew first, and also 
upon the Gentile,” every unconverted man must 
know the certainty of his doom; and when every 
outcast child of Israel is a living admonition that 
God will surely keep his word, unless by hearty 
repentance towards God, and faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the sinner obtains peace with God, 
he must inevitably and forever sink into the per- 


THE JEWS. 209 


dition of the ungodly, for the mouth of the Lord 
hath spoken it. If God spared not the natural 
branches, thinkest thou, O! man, that he will 
spare thee? If he hewed down the vine which 
his own hand had planted, will he spare the thorns 
and the briars in the day of his indignation? Let 
the fulfilment of past prophecy persuade us of the 
verity of that which is future. If he spared not 
the rebellious Jew, neither will he spare the sin- 
ner of the Gentiles. ‘* Behold, blessed is that 
nation whose God is the Lord.”’ 


C.HA PTW Re Xe 
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“ Now if the fall of them be the riches of the world, and the 
diminishing of them the riches of the Gentiles, how much more 
their fulness? . . . For, if the casting away of them be the re- 
conciling of the world, what shall the receiving of them be, but 
life from the dead?”—Rom. 11 : 12-15. 


Tue prophecies which describe the dispersion 
of the Jews among all nations, with so much 
minuteness, have been literally accomplished, and 
the details are a triumphant vindication of the 
divine authority and legation of Moses. To any 
candid mind, the fulfilment of such predictions, 
uttered many centuries in advance of their fulfil- 
ment, occupying a range of history, stretching 
through thousands of years, a fulfilment of spe- 
cialities which no human foresight could possibly 
have apprehended, presents an unanswerable argu- 
ment for the truth of the record in which they 
are written, and certifies beyond the power of 
honest doubt, that the book in which they are 
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inscribed, was prepared by the inspiration of an 
Omniscient God. We have briefly reviewed the 
most prominent of the predictions which relate 
to the dispersion, the degradation and reproach, 
and the judicial blindness of the Jews. Their re- 
jection of the Messiah, and the continued obsti- 
nacy and hardness of heart with which they still 
refuse to acknowledge Jesus as the Saviour of Is- 
rael, are also distinctly foretold, and the fulfilment 
of all these prophecies is notorious to the world. 
Their separation from all the nations of the earth, 
and the persistent maintenance of their peculiari- 
ties as a distinct people, are also the subject of 
explicit prophecy. More than 1450 years before 
the Christian era, Balaam, who had been employed 
by Barak, the Midianitish king, to curse the people 
of Israel, uttered this remarkable prediction: 
‘Lo the people shall dwell alone, and shall not 
be reckoned among the nations.” To this day, 
that prediction has been consistently verified ; 
they still dwell alone; and though living in scat- 
tered families, among all the nations, they are 
without national organization, and are not reck- 
oned among the nations. The separation of the 
ten tribes of Israel, from the two tribes of Judah, 
is also a fulfilment of prophecy. Im the latter 
part of the reign of Solomon, who was king over 
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all the twelve tribes, the Prophet Ahijah, the Shi- 
lomite, found Jeroboam, one of Solomon’s gene- 
rals, in the way, and he had clad himself with a 
new garment, and they two were alone in the field, 
and Ahijah caught the new garment that was on 
him, and rent it in twelve pieces; and he said to 
Jeroboam, ‘Take thee ten pieces; for thus saith 
the Lord, the God of Israel, Behold, I will rend 
the kingdom out of the hand of Solomon, and 
will give ten tribes to thee, but he shall leave one 
tribe for my servant David’s sake, and for Jeru- 
salem’s sake, the city which I have chosen out of 
all the tribes of Israel; because that they have for- 
saken me, and have worshipped Ashtaroth, the 
goddess of the Zidonians, Chemosh, the god of the 
Moabites, and Milcom, the god of the children 
of Ammon; and have not walked in my ways to 
do that which is right in mine eyes, and to keep 
my statutes and my judgments, as did David his 
father.’”’ This prophecy of Ahijah was literally 
fulfilled. After the death of Solomon, Rehoboam, 
his son, succeeded to the throne, and at the insti- 
gation of Jeroboam, ten of the twelve tribes re- 
volted from him. Rehoboam sent Adoram, who 
was over the tribute, to bring them back to their 
allegiance, but they stoned him to death. Upon 
this, Rehoboam assembled all the house of Judah, 
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with the tribe of Benjamin, a hundred and four- 
score thousand chosen men, which were warriors, 
to fight against the house of Israel, to bring the 
kingdom again to Rehoboam, the son of Solomon; 
but the word of the Lord came to Shemaiah, the 
man of God, saying, ‘‘Speak unto Rehoboam, the 
son of Solomon, king of Judah, and unto all the 
house of Judah and Benjamin, and to the rem- 
nant of the people, saying, thus saith the Lord, 
Ye shall not go up, nor fight against your brethren, 
the children of Israel; return, every man to his 
own house; for this thing is from me. They 
hearkened, therefore, to the word of the Lord, and 
returned to depart, according to the word of the 
Lord.” A distinction was thus made between 
the house of Israel and the house of Judah, and 
they continued separate kingdoms, governed by 
their own lines of kings; as such the prophets re- 
gard them. So Isaiah says, ‘‘The Lord shall set 
up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble 
the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dis- 
persed of Judah, from the four corners of the 
earth.” (Is. 11:12.) The prophecies which in- 
dicate the divine purposes respecting these two 
branches of the Jewish family, reveal a marked 
difference in their future experience, up to the pe- 
riod of their promised restoration. Concerning 
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the ten tribes of Israel, it was foretold that they 
should be outcasts—that God would not interpose 
in their behalf—that they were not only put 
away, but divorced—that they should not only be 
scattered amongst all nations, but that they should 
also fall into idolatry, and worship the gods of the 
heathen; but the tribes of Judah were to be dis- 
persed only, not cast off; put away, but not ut- 
terly repudiated—retaining to the end their cha- 
racteristic worship, and avoiding the idolatry of 
the Gentiles. 

The ten tribes of Israel are lost to human obser- 
vation; for centuries before the Christian era, no. 
traces of them have been found, and to this day, 
no reliable data have been furnished by which to 
identify them; the Lord has hidden them and 
their history from the view of the Church; but 
not so with the tribes of Judah. Never, for a 
single day, has the curtain been drawn over their 
history or nation. They have been God’s wit- 
nesses from generation to generation; their ex- 
istence as a distinct people has been a standing 
testimony of the verity of his word. Seven hun- 
dred years before Christ, the ten tribes of Israel 
were carried away by Salmanezar, King of Assy- 
ria, and since that period, their history has been | 
a blank both to their brethren of the house of 
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Judah and to the Church of Christ. We may be 
asked, how is it then, that in the New Testament, 
the apostles speak of Jsrael when they manifestly 
designate their own cotemporaries among the 
Jews? We answer, because it was natural to re- 
tain the ancient patronymic as a national name. 
It had been in common use from the time of 
Jacob to Rehoboam, and to all practical purposes, 
the distinction between Judah and Israel had be- 
come obsolete, through the withdrawal of the ten 
tribes from actual observation. Therefore, Paul 
calls himself an Israelite, though he was of the 
tribe of Benjamin which belonged to Judah. 
After the restoration from Babylonish captivity, 
there can be no doubt, that individuals from the 
ten tribes of Israel came up with their brethren 
of Judah, and preserved the traditionary relation 
of their families to the tribes to which they be- 
longed; and with this fact in view, we can under- 
stand, how in the Acts of the Apostles (ch. 26: 7), 
in the course of Paul’s defence before Agrippa, 
the Apostle uses such language as this: ‘ And 
now I stand and am judged for the hope of the 
promise made of God unto our fathers, unto which 
promise, our twelve tribes instantly serving God, 
day and night hope to come ;”’ for manifestly, the 
Apostle is speaking of devout individuals, and has 
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no design of using the words in a national sense, 
because in this respect, it could not be said of 
them, that they served God earnestly day and 
night, for nationally they had not been converted. 
He has reference, therefore, to individual con- 
verts; precisely as the Apostle James addressed 
his epistle to the individual converts from Juda- 
ism. He does not address them as Jews, but as 
Christians—therefore his epistle is not a contro- 
versial defence of Christianity against Jewish ob- 
jections, but a practical and experimental letter, 
written for Christian edification. Had the Apostle 
James written that epistle to the twelve tribes as 
a nation, the language of his missive would imply 
that the whole Jewish people were confirmed be- 
lievers in the Lord Jesus Christ. Another pre- 
liminary point may properly be settled in this 
connection, for it has an important bearing on the 
restoration of the Jews, by suggesting the nature 
of that restoration. The Apostle Paul discrimi- 
nates between Judah as a nation and individual 
converts from Judaism to the faith of the Gospel. 
In Rom. 2: 28, 29, he says: “He is not a Jew 
which is one outwardly, neither is that circum- 
cision which is outward in the flesh; but he is a 
Jew which is one inwardly, and circumcision is 
that of the heart, in the spirit and not in the letter, 
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whose praise is not of men, but of God.” By this 
he means, the Jew who is merely outwardly such, 
is not the heir of the promises which are made to 
the children of faith. Before he can claim a share 
in the evangelical covenant made with Abraham, 
the father of the faithful, he must be renewed by 
the power of the Holy Ghost; he must be a Jew 
inwardly. In the same strain, he says, “The na- 
tion hath not obtained the blessing; but the elec- 
tion hath obtained it, and the rest were blinded.”’ 
This was indeed a distinction observed throughout 
all the history of the ancient Church; it had ob- 
tained in the days of Elijah: then God had reserved 
to himself, during atime of general defection, seven 
thousand who had not bowed the knee to Baal. 
This remnant, according to the election of grace, 
existing from the earliest records of human his- 
tory, continued in successive generations, through 
all time, and ever constituting the true Church 
of God on earth, formed the original stock of the 
Christian Church, Jesus Christ himself being the 
root. Into this Church, the Gentile converts 
were admitted, and Paul warns them not to be 
lifted up against the Jews: “If some of the 
branches be broken off, and thou being a wild 
olive tree wert grafted in among them, and with 
them partakest of the root and fatness of the olive 
19 
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tree, boast not against the branches; but if thou 
boast, thou bearest not the root; but the root 
thees+:\ «(Roms,d1 s.17, 48.) 

In this sense, therefore, there is no such thing - 
as a Jewish Church, distinct from a Gentile 
Church, because Jews and Gentiles converted to 
the faith of Jesus, constitute ons Church of Christ. 
Let it be remembered, therefore, that the very 
maintenance of Judaism, distinct from Chris- 
tianity, is at once the indication and the fruit of 
obstinate enmity against the Gospel. If the Jews 
had, as a nation, received Jesus as their Messiah, 
there would have been an end forever of Judaism. 
It would have been abolished and absorbed in the 
developments of the better, that is, the Christian 
dispensation. ‘There can, therefore, be no Jewish 
Church, apart from the Church of Christ, that can 
possibly enjoy the divine favor, or claim the di- 
vine sanction for its distinct organization. This 
is a vital principle, and it admits of no question ; 
its establishment enables us to determine the 
nature of the restoration, which, in the order of 
divine providence, God has promised to accom- 
plish. Some have been disposed to deny this 
restoration as part of the counsel of God. This 
we cannot do. If no other Scripture could be ad- 
duced in favor of it, the language of St. Paul, in 
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the eleventh of Romans, would of itself be suf- 
ficient: ‘‘I say then, have they stumbled that they 
should fall? God forbid; but rather, through 
their fall, salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for 
to provoke them to jealousy. Now, if the fall of 
them be the riches of the world, and the diminish- 
ing of them the riches of the Gentiles, how much 
more their fulness? For I speak to you Gentiles ; 
inasmuch as I am the Apostle of the Gentiles, I 
magnify mine office; if by any means, I may pro- 
voke to emulation them that are my flesh, and 
might save some of them. For, if the casting 
away of them be the reconciling of the world, 
what shall the receiving (or restoring) of them be, 
but life from the dead? For if the first fruit be 
holy, the lump is also holy; and if the root be 
holy, so are the branches.” Language cannot be 
framed that shall more clearly predict the restora- 
tion of the great body of the Jewish nation to 
divine favor. The reason for this restoration is 
declared to be the relation of Abraham and Christ 
to the Jewish nation. Abraham is the first fruit; 
and Christ, the root, shall diffuse the blessings of 
grace into the branches of Israel. In connection 
with this promise, we would remember that the 
same Apostle speaks of the Church of Christ as the 
Israel of God. He tells us that Jerusalem which 


220 RESTORATION OF 


is now, is in bondage with her children, but Jeru- 
salem which is above is free, and is the mother of 
us all. All the covenant mercies of Israel belong 
to the Church of Christ, to believers, who are the 
children of Abraham, and therefore, out of that 
Church, no share in these sure mercies can per- 
tain to the Jews. So long as they maintain this 
separation from the household of faith, they are 
aliens to the commonwealth of Israel. They must. 
be grafted in again, to the true vine, or as branches 
dead and withered, they perish; but they shall be 
grafted in, for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken 
it. The Apostle Paul, in that strong antithesis, 
is only emphasizing what the ancient prophets 
and Jesus himself had foretold. A few of these 
passages may be quoted. The prophet Ezekiel 
declares (chap. 20 : 42, 43), “‘ Ye shall know that 
Tam the Lord, when I shall bring you into the 
land of Israel, into the country for the which I 
lifted up mine hand, to give it to your fathers: 
and there shall ye remember your ways and all 
your doings, wherein ye have been defiled, and ye 
shall loathe yourselves in your own sight for all 
your evils which ye have committed.” And again, 
the same prophet says: “Iwill take you from 
among the heathen, and gather you from all 
countries, and will bring you into your own land; 
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then will I sprinkle clean water upon you and ye 
shall be clean. ... . I will multiply the fruit of 
the tree and the increase of the field, that ye shall 
receive no more reproach of famine among the 
heathen; then shall ye remember your own evil 
ways and your doings that were not good, and 
shall loathe yourselves in your own sight for your 
iniquities and for your abominations. .... Thus 
saith the Lord God; in the day that I shall have 
cleansed you from all your iniquities, I will also 
cause you to dwell in the cities, and the wastes 
shall be builded. And the desolate land shall 
be tilled, whereas it lay desolate in the sight 
of all that passed by. And they shall say, 
This land that was desolate is become like the 
garden of Eden; and the waste and desolate and 
ruined cities are become fenced and are inhabited. 
Then the heathen that are left round about you 
shall know that I, the Lord, build the ruined 
places, and plant that that was desolate. I, the 
Lord, have spoken it, and I will do it.” This 
prediction occupies a noteworthy position in the 
prophetic programme. Those who repudiate the 
idea of the restoration of the Jews to their own 
country, sometimes lay great stress upon the pre- 
sent condition of the Holy Land. They tell us, it 


is waste and desolate; it is no longer the fruitful 
19% 
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country, blooming like a garden, as in the palmy 
days of Israel’s supremacy ; agriculture is profit- 
less, for the soil is barren as though it were ac- 
cursed. Weknowit; and this very fact is another 
remarkable fulfilment of prophecy ; but this curse 
is to be taken away ; ‘“‘ the desolate land shall be 
tilled, whereas it lay desolate in the sight of all 
that passed by;” and this change shall fill the sur- 
rounding heathen with amazement. ‘Then the 
heathen that are left around about you, shall 
know that I, the Lord, build the ruined places, 
and plant that that was desolate.” (Ezek. 36.) 
Another passage from the same prophet (ch. 87) 
is too important to be omitted: ‘‘ The word of the 
Lord came again unto me, saying, Moreover, thou 
son of man, take thee one stick, and write upon it, 
For Judah, and for the children of Israel his com- 
panions: then take another stick, and write upon 
it, For Joseph, the stick of Ephraim, and jor all 
the house of Israel his companions; and join them 
to one another into one stick; and they shall be- 
come one in thine hand. And when the children 
of thy people shall speak unto thee, saying, Wilt 
thou not show us what thou meanest by these? 
Say unto them, Thus saith the Lord God; Behold, 
I will take the stick of Joseph, which zs in the 
hand of Ephraim, and the tribes of Israel his fel- 
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lows, and will put them with him, even with the 
stick of Judah, and make them one stick, and 
they shall be one in mine hand. And the sticks 
whereon thou writest shall bein thine hand before 
their eyes.” ‘Thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I 
will take the children of Israel from among the hea- 
then, whither they be gone, and will gather them 
on every side, and bring them into their own land; 
and I will make them one nation in the land upon 
the mountains of Israel; and one king shall be 
king to them all, and they shall be no more two 
nations, neither shall they be divided into two 
kingdoms any more at all.” Every application of 
this part of the prophecy to any people, or organi- 
zation, except the two branches of the Jewish 
household, is a violent distortion of as plain a 
Scripture as was ever penned ; for the allusion to 
the separation of Israel and Judah is a demon- 
stration in itself, especially when the predicted 
reunion of the tribes of Israel and Judah is ex- 
pressed and symbolized by the prophet, in a dra- 
matic emblem, before itis announced. The sequel 
of the prediction is as follows: ‘“ Neither shall 
they defile themselves any more with their idols, 
nor with their detestable things, nor with any of 
their transgressions; but I will save them out of 
all their dwelling-places wherein they have sinned, | 
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and will cleanse them ; so shall they be my people, 
and [ will be their God. And David my servant 
shall be king over them, and they all shall have 
one shepherd; they shall also walk in my judg- 
ments, and observe my statutes and do them. 
And they shall dwell in the land that I have given 
unto Jacob my servant, wherein your fathers have 
dwelt; and they shall dwell therein, even they and 
their children, and their children’s children for- 
ever; and my servant David shall be their prince 
forever. Moreover I will make a covenant of 
peace with them; it shall be an everlasting cove- 
nant with them; and I will place them and mul- 
tiply them, and will set my sanctuary in the 
midst of them forever more. My tabernacle also 
shall be with them; yea I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people. And the heathen shall 
know that I the Lord do sanctify Israel, when my 
sanctuary shall be in the midst of them forever 
more.” 

Now, we may well ask, on what principle of 
sound interpretation can this prophecy be con- 
strued into a denial of the restoration of the Jews 
to their own land? Every prediction respecting 
their dispersion has been literally accomplished ; 
and shall the prophecies which promise a restora- 
tion, in terms so explicit and unequivocal, fail to 
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be fulfilled? I know there has been a degree 
of extravagant theorizing associated with this doc- 
trine, but that is no valid argument for its rejec- 
tion. We do not throw the wheat away because 
the chaff is mixed up with it. We winnow it, and 
the chaff flies away and leaves the wheat upon the 
threshing-floor. The latter portion of this prophecy 
is couched in symbolic terms. ‘‘ David, my ser- 
vant, shall be king over them.” What does that 
mean? Shall David rise from the dead and as- 
sume the throne and sceptre of Israel in personal 
royalty? No. David is the type of Christ. Shall 
there then be two churches of Christ, one includ- 
ing the converted Jews, and the other the con- 
verted Gentiles? No, for the prophet says, ‘‘ They 
shall all have one shepherd;” and a greater than 
Ezekiel has told us, ‘“‘ Other sheep I have, which 
are not of this fold; them also I must bring, and 
they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one 
fold and one shepherd.” Christ shall be Head 
over all things, and he is the Head of one body, 
which is his Church. Therefore, when the Jews 
are converted, and the tribes of Israel and Judah 
are sought out, and gathered from among the 
heathen, and restored to their own land, the land 
that God gave to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, 
the land wherein their fathers have dwelt, the 
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national distinction shall be merged in the faith 
of Jesus Christ, and no longer Jews, but Christians, 
the tribes of Israel shall dwell in their own land, 
and shall be known among all the nations of the 
earth as a Christian people, fearing God, and 
obeying the Gospel of the Lord Jesus; for it is 
written, ‘‘The heathen shall know that I, the Lord, 
do sanctify Israel, when my sanctuary shall be in 
the midst of them forever more.”’ 

The Church is God’s sanctuary, and that shall 
be established in millennial grace, even among the 
outcasts of Israel. Why shall any Christian ob- 
ject to this consummation? Was not Canaan 
given to Abraham and his natural posterity for 
an everlasting possession? Surely it was. The 
grant was made, and the title deed ratified and 
delivered by Jehovah himself, and that bond in 
its latest provisions has yet to be made good. 
According to the best chronological data, about 
3760 years have elapsed since the promise was 
first made to Abraham, that the land of Canaan 
should be given to him and to his seed forever. 
The time of the occupation of Canaan by the Jews, 
under Joshua, to the destruction of Jerusalem, 
constitutes a period of 1551 years; from this must 
be deducted the seventy years of captivity, leaving 
1481 years as the whole period, during which any 


THE JEWS. . 20T 


part of the posterity of Abraham have possessed 
the promised land. The ten tribes were carried 
away into captivity, by the Assyrians, in the year 
721 B.c., so that the twelve tribes conjointly have 
dwelt in the land of Canaan, only about 730 
years, out of the whole period of 8745 years. 
Therefore, we say, the Jews must be restored, to 
make that grant good. God’s promise is sure. 
The gifts and calling of God are without repent- 
ance. Hiscovenant with Abraham, to his natural 
and to his spiritual posterity, never has been re- 
voked and never willbe. ‘‘Lift up thine eyes and 
‘look from the place where thou art, northward 
and southward, and eastward and westward: for all 
the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it and 
to thy seed forever.” ‘“‘I will establish my covenant 
between me and thee, and thy seed after thee, in 
their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to 
be a God unto thee and to thy seed after thee; 
and I will give unto thee and to thy seed after 
thee, the land wherein thou art a stranger, all the 
land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession, and 
I will be their God.” Mark the similarity of the 
terms in this original grant, and the language in 
Ezekiel’s prophecy. Was this title made out to 
the natural, or to the spiritual posterity of Abra- 
ham? Plainly to the former, for Christian be- 
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levers, who are the spiritual seed of Abraham, 
have never held the promised land in their posses- 
sion to this day. It was deeded to the natural 
posterity of Abraham. Manifestly, therefore, that 
promise is yet to be fulfilled. The sad lament of 
Isaiah confirms this view: “ O Lord, why hast thou 
made us err from thy ways, and hardened our 
hearts from thy fear? Return, for thy servant’s 
sale, the tribes of thine inheritance. The people 
of thy holiness have possessed it but a little while: 
our adversaries have trodden down thy sanctuary.” 
The same doctrine is taught by Jesus Christ: 
‘‘ Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gen- 
tiles, until the times of the Gentiles shall be ful- 
filled ;” implying that when the times of the Gen- 
tiles are fulfilled, Jerusalem shall be trodden down 
of them no longer. And again: “ Lord, wilt thou 
at this time restore the kingdom to Israel? And 
he said to them, It is not for you to know the times 
and the seasons, which the Father hath put in his 
own power;” an intimation that Israel shall be 
restored, but the time and season of it is not. for 
us to determine. If any further confirmation is 
needed, the prophecy of Zechariah will furnish it, 
chapter 12 : 6,—“ Jerusalem shall be inhabited again 
in her own place, even in Jerusalem. And I will 
pour upon the house of David, and upon the in- 
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habitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of 
supplications, and they shall look upon me whom 
they have pierced, and shall mourn for him, as 
one mourneth for his only son; and shall be in 
bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for 
his first-born.’’ The question is sometimes asked, 
Will God offer a premium to rebellion and obsti- 
nacy, by exalting with the riches of his grace, a 
nation that has been so incorrigible in unbelief 
and wicked rejection of the Gospel? We answer, 
No; but God will magnify the riches of his grace 
by pouring out his Spirit upon the rebellious Jews, 
and when in bitter penitence they mourn over 
their apostacy, and bewail their rejection of Jesus, 
then the flood of divine mercy will flow forth to- 
ward his contrite people, and Jerusalem, no longer 
trodden down of the Gentiles, shall be the dwelling- 
place of God’s ancient covenant people, restored 
to divine favor, rejoicing in the faith of the Gospel; 
and Jews no longer, but children of Abraham by 
faith, they shall be like unto their brethren, and 
the whole Church of Christ, gathered into one 
fold, and guided by one Shepherd, shall constitute 
the Israel of God. So in the brightness of millen- 
nial grace, Christ Jesus shall reign by the power 
of the Holy Ghost, and the stone cut out of the 
mountain without hands, after breaking the image 
20 
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of despotism, and scattering it like the dust and 
chaff which is driven by the wind, from the sum- 
mer threshing-floor, shall grow into a great moun- 
tain, and fill the whole earth. Thus, when after 
the fulness of the Gentiles shall flock into the 
Church of Christ, coming like a cloud, and as 
doves to their windows, and Israel is restored and 
redeemed and saved, at last, that word of Christ 
shall be fulfilled, ‘‘ The last shall be first, and the 
first last.” 


CAT CER AT. 


THE REVELATION OF THE LORD JESUS FROM HEAVEN. 


“The Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven, with his 
mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that 
know not God, and that obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.”—2 Tuxss. 1 : 7-8. 


THESE words suggest the consummation of the 
great event, toward which the prophecies of the 
book of God direct the faith of his expectant 
Church. It would require more space than we 
think it needful to devote to this subject, were we 
to examine in detail, every separate text of Scrip- 
ture, which relates to the second coming of Christ. 
Our object has been rather to establish certain 
great principles, which enable us to classify these 
passages, and thus to reduce the texts which apply 
to this event, to the order in which they belong. 
When we have settled, for example, the question 
touching the nature of Christ’s kingdom upon 
earth, and have shown from the perfect harmony 
of the teachings of Christ and his Apostles, that 
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that kingdom is not of this world, that it never 
was and never could have been designed as a tem- 
poral or civil dynasty, for the double reason, first, 
that Jesus says, once and forever, “My kingdom 
is not of this world,” and again, because a terres- 
trial theocracy, under the personal reign of the 
_ Messiah would be utterly incompatible with the 
intercessory work of Christ in heaven, for, in his 
glorified humanity, he can be but in one place at 
a time, though by the power of his Godhead, he 
is everywhere present in his divine nature; we say, 
when this point is established, the props of the 
millenarian system are broken, and the whole 
fabric, with its endless jargon of false interpreta- 
tions, becomes a heap of desperate incongruities. 
It would, therefore, be unnecessary to pick out the 
single fragments, and in detail hold them up, as 
samples of a disjointed system. We can estimate 
the rubbish in the gross, at its true value, quite 
as well. One passage, however, seems to require 
a more extended examination, from its intimate 
relation to this subject, and on ‘account of the 
gross misapprehensions which have been asso- 
ciated with it. In the 24th chapter of Matthew, we 
read the distinct prophecy of Jesus respecting the 
destruction of Jerusalem, and his answer to the 
comprehensive question of the disciples, “Tell us, 
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when shall these things be? And what shall be 
the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the 
world?’ In the order in which these questions 
are proposed, the Saviour answers them. It 
seems not improbable, that the destruction of 
Jerusalem is designed to be symbolical, in its 
antecedents and accompaniments, of the destruc- 
tion of the world; and this idea is confirmed 
by the similarity of many incidents in both ca- 
tastrophes. The importance of this idea will 
appear when we examine our Lord’s explanation 
of his own prediction. 

The disciples had been pointing to the build- 
ings of the temple, with what special motive we 
may not positively know, because it is not a sub- 
ject of revelation, and we can therefore assert 
nothing in regard to it, but, taken in connection 
with the last words, recorded in the preceding 
chapter, in which, after bewailing the obduracy 
and the approaching desolation of Jerusalem, he 
had said, ‘‘ Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye 
shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name 
of the Lord,” we may possibly trace the connecting 
train of thought in the minds of the disciples ; 
always ready to seize the idea of a temporal dy- 
nasty, they would ask, what does the Master 
mean by this declaration? He speaks of his 

20* 
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coming, and he says, the people of Jerusalem shall 
not see him, until they shall say, “Blessed is he 
that cometh in the name of the Lord!” 

Then he will make a triumphant entry into 
Jerusalem, will he not? After all, then, the Master 
may be about to restore the kingdom to Israel; and 
so, to draw him out, they show him the buildings 
of the temple. See, how stately and beautiful 
they are! How admirably adapted as the palace 
of the Great King! Jesus reads their thoughts, 
as he has done a thousand times before, and 
again he shatters their idol, and scatters their 
hopes of worldly preferment to the winds, by the 
emphatic declaration, “ Verily I say unto you, 
there shall not be left here one stone upon 
another, that shall not be thrown down.” This 
suggestion of the probable connection between 
the conversation detailed in the 23d and 24th 
chapters of St. Matthew, is confirmed by the fact, 
that the idea of a temporal kingdom was the very 
last error to which the disciples adhered. The 
last question which they ever asked the Master 
before he was taken to heaven, proves the tenacity 
with which they persisted in clinging to it, after 
all the corrections they had received, for, when 
he was on the point of lifting up his hands to im- 
part his last benediction, they asked, “ Lord, wilt 
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thou at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 
and the Saviour’s last recorded words are a mild 
but firm rebuke of their pertinacity. “It is not 
for you to know the times and seasons, which the 
Father hath put in his own power; but ye shall 
receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come 
upon you, and ye shall be witnesses unto me, both 
in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and in Samaria, 
and unto the uttermost parts of the earth.” “Ye 
shall receive power!’ But what power? Even 
that which the Holy Ghost shall give you. Not 
power to rule the nations of this world, but power 
to preach the Gospel, and to prove that I have 
sent you by working miracles as my witnesses; 
the power of the Holy Ghost, in the fulness of 
his dispensation, accrediting your mission by his 
demonstration. 

After announcing the approaching desolation 
of Jerusalem, Jesus foretells the premonitions of 
this catastrophe. False Christs shall arise and 
deceive many. There shall be wars and rumors 
of wars, famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in 
divers places. Then shall come the persecution 
of Christians; they shall be afflicted and hated of 
all nations for his name’s sake. The Church shall 
be sifted ; the false professors of Christianity shall 
be exposed; ‘‘Many shall be offended, and shall 
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betray one another, and shall hate one another,’’ 
and shall apostatize by giving heed to “false pro- 
phets.” Observe here, how the very malice of 
the Devil is overruled to the purification of the 
Church of the living God. The wheat and the 
chaff lie upon the same threshing-floor, until the 
time of the harvest; and that harvest, Jesus tells 
us, is the end of the world. All through the mil- 
lennium, wheat and tares grow together, for the 
end of the world is not until after Satan has been 
loosed, and at the close of the thousand years goes 
forth again to deceive the nations, and is finally 
overthrown, with all the antichristian host, in 
the last conflict before the coming of Christ. 
The chaff is blown about by every wind of doc- 
trine, and is thus swept from the threshing-floor. 
So it was in the beginning of the Christian dis- 
pensation, and so it is to this day. ‘There must 
be heresies among you,” says St. Paul, ‘‘ that they 
which are approved may be made manifest.” The 
success of false prophets was to be one of the 
tokens of the destruction of Jerusalem ; and simi- 
lar success will be a precursor of the end of the 
world. Then shall come the abounding of ini- 
quity, and as a natural reaction upon the Church, 
the love of many shall wax cold. Farther, this 
Gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all 
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the world, for a witness unto all nations, and then 
shall the end’”’—literally, the catastrophe—“ come.” 
This prophecy pertains primarily to the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem, and was literally fulfilled in 
all its details, before Jerusalem was laid in ruins. 
The Gospel had already been preached in all parts 
of the known world, in the days of St. Paul. 
Commenting upon the predictions of Isaiah re- 
specting the diffusion of the Gospel, that Apostle 
cites the words, ‘“‘ How beautiful upon the moun- 
tains are the feet of them that preach the Gospel 
of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things ;” 
and then argues with a supposed objector, “‘ But 
they have not all obeyed the Gospel. But, I say, 
have they not heard? Yes, verily, their sound 
went into all the earth, and their words unto the 
ends of the world.” This Gospel of the kingdom, 
therefore, was preached in accordance with the 
word of Christ, before the catastrophe came, to 
which his prophecy had reference. Millenarians 
constantly quote this passage, as though it were 
originally spoken concerning the end of the world. 
In its application to that event, it may be true as 
a fact, but Christ foretold it with reference to the 
destruction of Jerusalem, and this most mani- 
festly, for he connects with it the final evidence 
of the approaching ruin of Jerusalem, in the 
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words, ‘‘ When ye, therefore, shall see the abomi- 
nation of desolation, spoken of by Daniel, the 
prophet, stand in the Holy Place (whoso readeth, 
let him understand), then let them which be in 
Judea flee unto the mountains.” When the 
standards of the Roman legions were planted in 
the Holy Place, this prophecy was fulfilled. Those 
standards were objects of idolatrous worship, and 
therefore an abomination. Their planting in the 
Holy Place was a symbol of conquest; hefce they 
were an abomination of desolation. All these 
events, therefore, with the calamities spoken of 
in the history of that siege, were accomplished in 
the destruction of Jerusalem. Of that our Saviour 
declared, ‘‘ There shall be great tribulation, such 
as was not since the beginning of the world, to 
this time ; no, nor ever shall ’be;” and, through all 
the range of history, the horrors of that frightful 
desolation stand to this day without a parallel. 
Regarding this prediction respecting the catas- _ 
trophe of Jerusalem as, in a measure, symbolical 
of the end of the world, we are prepared to ac- 
count for the transition, in the same connection, 
from the one subject to the other. The first ques- 
tion, ‘* When shall these things be?” manifestly 
proposed with reference to our Lord’s declaration 
of the overthrow of the temple and its buildings, 
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is first answered; but owing to the analogy be- 
tween these two distinct catastrophes, there is a 
continuous intermingling of the prophecies which 
relate, sometimes to the destruction of Jerusalem, 
and sometimes to the end of the world. The ap- 
plication of the prophecy to the one or the other 
of these events, must be determined, therefore, by 
the obvious import of the language. This is a 
common-sense principle, which is observed in the 
every-day intercourse of friends. Ifyou are speak- 
ing of two events, which bear a certain resem- 
blance to each other, though they are essentially 
distinct, and a record of your conversation was 
made, as it occurred, you would certainly trust the 
readers of that record, or at least, expect them, to 
make the application to the one or the other of 
these events, according to their obvious adapta- 
tion. So, in the present instance, St. Matthew 
puts on record the answers of Christ to two, or if 
_you choose, three, great, distinct, and yet analo- 
gous inquiries, and the application of these an- 
swers to each particular inquiry, must be deter- 
mined, not only by the order in which those an- 
swers follow, but also by the nature of the answers. 
Therefore, it will not be con8onant with this rule, 
to represent the destruction of Jerusalem as sym- 
bolized by such language as this: “‘ Immediately 
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after the tribulation of those days, shall the sun 
be darkened, and the moon shall not give her 
light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the 
powers of the heavens shall be shaken; and then 
shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven; 
and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, 
and they shall see the Son of man coming in the 
clouds of heaven, with power and great glory, and 
he shall send his angels with a great sound of a 
trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect 
from the four winds, from one end of heaven to 
the other.” This language is the exact repetition 
of descriptions of the scenes of the last judgment, 
given by Christ, on other occasions, and therefore, 
must naturally be referred to that event, and not 
to the destruction of Jerusalem, to which it can- 
not be made to apply at all, without employing a 
mode of interpretation which sets both reason and 
Scripture at defiance. But we are asked, how is 
it that Christ says, “immediately after the tribu-_ 
lation of those days’’ (meaning the calamities at- 
tending the destruction of Jerusalem), these signs. 
shall take place? This difficulty is dissipated by 
remembering that the word translated, immedi- 
ately, frequently ha& the meaning of suddenly, 
or unexpectedly, and this is, beyond all doubt, the 
signification in this passage, because the sign of 
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the Son of man did not appear in heaven, with 
the accompaniment of the mourning of all the 
tribes of earth, when they saw his coming in the 
clouds of heaven, with power and great glory, im- 
mediately after the destruction of Jerusalem ; and 
we cannot, without the most constrained and ab- 
surd interpretation, apply these symbols to any 
events of the period immediately succeeding that 
catastrophe. Nor does it militate against this 
view that our Saviour says, ‘“ Verily, I say unto 
you, this generation shall not pass, till all these 
things be fulfilled” (verse 24), for in the thirty- 
second verse, he returns to the former topic, in 
the parable of the fig-tree: ‘When the branch is 
yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know that 
summer is nigh; so likewise ye, when ye shall see 
all these things, know that it is near, even at the 
doors. Verily, I say unto you, this generation 
shall not pass till all these things be fulfilled.” 
Surely, this language is itself sufficient to indicate 
what things are meant, viz., those events which 
were to occur, and which did actually occur in 
the lifetime of that generation, for there were some 
then living who witnessed the fulfilment of every 
prediction of Christ respecting the destruction of 


the Jewish temple, and who saw the antecedent 
21 
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events, enumerated by the Saviour, literally ac- 
complished. 

The twenty-fifth chapter of St. Matthew’s Gos- 
pel, may be regarded as an extended answer to 
that branch of the inquiry which relates to the 
coming of Christ and the end of the world. The 
questions were, When shall these things be? 
What things? Evidently the destruction of the 
temple, because the question was asked immedi- 
ately after Christ had declared that not one stone 
of those buildings should be left upon another. 
Then, the disciples inquire farther, “‘ And what 
shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of 
the world?” After distinctly teaching that the | 
day and hour, or the precise period, is known to 
no man, not even to the angels of heaven, but 
only to the Father, the Saviour proceeds to speak 
of the scenes and the final decision of the great 
day of the Lord. He does not gratify any morbid > 
curiosity, which may possibly have been mingled 
in the question, ‘‘ When shall these things be?” 
He portrays the tokens of his coming to execute 
judgment upon Jerusalem, upon every member 
of his professing Church, and upon the world. In 
all time, this is to be remembered. They who 
presume to reveal what Christ has not only not 
made known in his word, respecting his coming, 
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but even that which he distinctly declines reveal- 
ing, are in fact exalting themselves above Jesus 
Christ, by usurping a prerogative which he tells 
us belongs to the Father. Such presumption is 
flagrantimpiety. Its character cannot be relieved 
by absurd and stupid interpretations of prophecy, 
or by expositions of Scripture perpetrated in de- 
fiance of all the laws of common sense and good 
grammar. This only aggravates the fanaticism, 
and makes it more rampant. It will not sanctify 
the cause either, if we admit that its advocates are 
sincere. Mahommedans, Pagans, and Jews, are 
sincere, but their sincerity is of no avail in ren- 
dering their worship acceptable, for God accepts 
those only who worship him in sincerity and 
in truth; if essential truth be wanting, sincerity 
only intensifies the delusion, and makes it all the 
more pernicious and obstinate. The Devil has a 
great many very sincere friends, and they are al- 
ways the sturdiest champions of falsehood. Those, 
therefore, who change the doctrines of the Bible, 
and pervert them into the support of any system 
which contradicts the great foundation truths of 
the Gospel, incur a responsibility which they will 
do well to weigh, before they assume to be wise 
above what is written, for, the judgment of the 
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great day may prove them to be false prophets, 
though they prophesy in sheep’s clothing. 

The Scriptures teach, that the coming of the 
Lord Jesus Christ to execute judgment upon all 
who have ever lived, or shall live, to the end of 
time, upon this earth, will be accompanied with 
Almighty power and glory. Christ Jesus will 
come in his own glory, and in the power of his 
Father in heaven. He will be revealed in flaming 
fire. He will then be exalted in the sight of the 
whole universe of God. His coming is therefore 
represented as the glorious appearing of the great 
God, even our Saviour Jesus Christ. Heaven and) 
earth will flee before his face, unable to endure 
the dazzling brightness of his glory. The burning 
splendor of his glory, long veiled and hidden from 
the view of men, will burst upon the world, and 
the whole creation of God will be shaken by the 
coming of its King. Every eye shall see him. 
All the hosts of heaven will swell his retinue. 
All inferior light will be obscured. The sun, 
shining in his strength, will be black as sackcloth 
of hair. The moon will be turned into blood, and 
the stars of heaven will vanish out of sight. 
Around him will be thousands of angels; thou- 
sand thousands ministering to him, ten thousand 
times ten thousand round about him. The cha- 
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riots of God will be with him. At his first advent, 
he was like a root out of a dry ground. There 
was no comeliness, no glory which the world could 
admire. Therefore, he was despised and rejected 
ofmen. They esteemed him stricken, smitten of 
God, and afflicted. They hid their faces from 
him. They were ashamed to own Jesus as the 
Messiah. He came to his own, but his own re- 
ceived him not. When he comes the second time 
unto salvation, he will come as the rightful Sove- 
reign of heaven and earth; as the Judge of rebel 
men and of rebel angels; as the Saviour of his re- 
deemed, and the glorious Prince of holy angels, 
attended by all the hierarchy of heaven, with all 
the royal pomp of the principalities, and powers, 
and thrones, and dominions, of everlasting glory, 
in thronging procession, filling the universe of 
God with the dazzling splendors of his majesty. 
That great cry will sound, Behold, he cometh! 
The voice of the archangel will proclaim the ad- 
vent of King Jesus, and the trump of God will 
summon all the nations from every mansion of 
their Father’s house, and in that power and glory 
of heaven he will come, to open every tomb, and 
awake them who sleep in the dust. All that are 
in the graves, shall hear his voice. The sea shall 


give up its dead. Death and Hades shall send 
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forth the dead that are in them, and they shall 
come forth, they that have done good, to the resur- 
rection of life, they that have done evil, to the 
resurrection of damnation. 

The coming of Christ will be an unexpected 
event. His appearing will be sudden. As the 
lightning that cometh out of the east, and shineth 
even unto the west, so shall also the coming of 
the Son of man be. The day of the Lord will 
come upon the wicked like a thief in the night. 
When in a deep sleep of carnal security, dreaming 
only of peace and safety, sudden destruction will 
surprise them. It will be a day of appalling gi 
profligacy and unbelief. The thousand years of 
the millennial Sabbath will be followed by the 
mustering of Satan’s armies, and he will gather 
them to fight against the Church of God. It will 
be a day of apostacy. Satan will deceive the na- 
tions. Scoffers and blasphemers will scorn and 
‘deride the Gospel, walking after their own lusts, 
and saying, Where is the promise of his coming? 
As in the days of Noe, they did eat, and drink, 
and marry, and give in marriage, and knew not 
until the flood came, and took them all away, so 
these scoffing and sensual deriders of Christ Jesus, 
the ark of safety, will make a mock at sacred 
things; they will not know, until the avenging fires 
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kindle upon the world, and the Lord Jesus is re- 
vealed in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them 
that know not God, and obey not the Gospel. 

The reproofs of Christians will be mocked by 
the wicked in that day, as the men of Sodom and 
Gomorrah scorned the warnings of Lot, and de- 
rided him when he said, ‘“‘ The Lord will destroy 
this city ;” for as the days of Noe and Lot were, so 
shall also the coming of the Son of man be. It 
will be like a cry at midnight. When the world 
is asleep; when its sleep is deepest, the shout that 
will convulse heaven and earth will awake them, 
and, stunned and terrified, the wicked will respond 
with shrieks of horror and dismay. The armies 
of hell that compass the camp of God’s saints, 
will drop the weapons of their warfare, and the 
world will be filled with the wailing of God’s ene- 
mies in the day of their desperate sorrow ; for the 
_ armies of God shall utter that shout which pro- 
claims the coming of their King: “If any man 
love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Ana- 
thema, Maranatha; accursed, for the Lord is 
coming.” 

Terrible as this advent of the Saviour will be 
to the wicked, by his believing people it will be 
hailed as the day of their redemption. Their 
souls will be filled with joy unspeakable. Jesus 
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comes as their deliverer. For his appearing, in 
the dark night of sorrow, they have looked and 
longed and waited ; toward this hour, with all the 
yearnings of devoted love, they have turned as to 
the day of their espousals. And now it has come. 
The hope of the militant Church, through the 
long centuries of conflict and trial, has ended in 
the joyous vision of their Redeemer, and they 
see him as he is. When Satan in his wrath is 
pressing the saints of God with all the fury of his 
infernal spite, and help seems far distant, and 
the hosts of their enemies are as the sands of the 
sea, the multitudes of Gog and Magog, without 
number, lo! the banner of the Captain of Salva- 
tion is seen in the clouds, and Jesus comes to re- 
deem his people. Can any heart imagine the joy 
of that deliverance? In the twinkling of an eye, 
in a moment, their bodies changed, clothed with 
incorruption and with power, they will mount 
upon the wings of love and meet the Lord in the 
air. And when that archangel’s voice shall wake 
the pious dead, and the dead in Christ, upon 
whom, in their cold, disfigured ghastliness, the 
blessing of God out of heaven was poured in the 
Holy Spirit’s benediction, “‘ Blessed are the dead 
who die in the Lord from henceforth’—the dead 
in Christ, absent from the body, present with the 
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Lord—for God is not the God of the dead, but of 
the living,—when that voice shall rend the sepul- 
chre of the dead in Christ, who sleep in Jesus, 
because the body sleeps, while the Spirit is with 
Him—Oh ! when the dead in Christ shall come 
forth in answer to the call of their Saviour, what 
hallelujahs of rejoicing praise shall burst from 
land and sea! for the day of their adoption, to 
wit, the redemption of the body, is come; and 
henceforth, clothed with immortal beauty and 
never-dying strength, fashioned in body like the 
glorious form of Him who there appears in the 
clouds, as the Resurrection and the Life, they 
shall forever rejoice with Him, and share the 
glory of their risen and returning Lord. Oh! 
glorious assembly of the Church of the first-born, 
whose names are written in heaven! How has 
faith struggled against the shrinkings of this 
trembling heart, when, amid the tears and lamen- 
tations of devout men who loved you, sorrowing 
brethren laid your bodies down to sleep in the 
dust, and in the generations of God’s children this 
sad process of burial has been repeated, until the 
earth has become a mighty graveyard; and even 
faith at times forgets that ye are not dead, but 
gone to be at home with Jesus! Behold, now, 
the mystery is ended! Jesus comes, and forth 
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from their graves his redeemed rise to meet him, 
with songs of exulting praise and shouts of tri- 
umph; themselves arrayed in glory, shining forth 
as the sun in the kingdom of their Father! Oh! 
death, where is thy sting? Oh! grave, where is 
thy victory? Thanks—thanks, forever! Yea, 
thanks forever more be unto God, who giveth us 
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ! 

Ye who believe in Jesus, ‘Seeing that all these 
things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons 
ought ye to be, in all holy conversation and god- 
liness? Looking for and hasting unto the coming 
of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on 
fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt 
with fervent heat! Nevertheless, we according 
to his promise look for new heavens and a new 
earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. Where- 
fore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, 
be diligent, that ye may be found of him in peace, 


> 


without spot and blameless.’’ And ye, who love 
not the Lord Jesus Christ, if at his appearing ye 
love him not, of you it is written, Anathema, 
Maranatha. Separated, sundered from God’s peo- 
ple, cut off from the Church of the first-born, 
when the Lord comes. Oh! will you flee for 
help to Jesus now, and rejoice with the general 


assembly of the redeemed in that day, or will you 
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scorn the message of his coming now, and sink 
at last into the perdition of the ungodly, vainly 
flying to the rocks and to the mountains for shel- 
ter, when “the Lord Jesus shall be revealed in 
flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that know 
not God, and obey not the Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ ?” 
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